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Homage to Jean Monnet 
Resolution by the Heads of State or Government meeting in 
Luxembourg on 1 and 2 April 19 76 as the European Council 1 
'The European Community, which is now more than 25 years old, is already, notwith-
standing its shortcomings and its imperfections, a remarkable achievement at a time 
when hopes of deepening the prospects of European Union are beginning to take shape. 
For the positive balance sheet at the end of this first stage and on the eve of progress 
towards political union, we are heavily indebted to the boldness and breadth of vision 
of a handful of men. Amongst these, Jean Monnet has played a major part, whether 
as the instigator of the Schuman Plan, as first President of the High Authority or as 
founder of the Action Committee for the United States of Europe. In all these roles, 
Jean Monnet has resolutely attacked the forces of inertia in the political and economic 
structures of Europe in an endeavour to establish a new type of relationship between 
States, bringing out the solidarity already existing between European States and trans-
lating it into institutional terms. 
Monnet was a realist, and although he first concentrated on economic interests, he nev-
er abandoned his vision of achieving a wider understanding between the individuals 
and peoples of Europe which would extend to all fields of activity. There has sometimes 
been a tendency to lose sight of this objective amongst the vicissitudeS of European 
construction, but it is an objective which has never been disavowed. Now more than 
ever it should guide us in lifting us above our task of daily management which will 
then acquire its true perspective and consistency. 
Jeari Monnet recently retired from public life. Having devoted the greater part of his 
talents to the European cause, he deserves from Europe a very special mark of gra-
titude and admiration. 
It is for these reasons that the Heads of State or Government, meeting in Luxembourg 
as the European Council, have decided to confer on him the title of Honorary Citizen 
of Europe.' 
I The other deliberations of the European Council will appear in Bull. EC 4-1976. 
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1sT PART 
EVENTS AND 
STUDIES 
1. Entry into force 
of the Lome Convention 
1101. A new and important step in relations 
between the Community and forty-six African, 
Caribbean and Pacific countries was taken during 
the night of 31 March/1 April. 
The entry into force of the ACP-EEC Conven-
tion of Lome (signed on 28 February 19751 and 
since ratified by the fifty-five States concerned) is 
an event the historical importance of which has 
already been emphasized. Between January 1958 
and February 1976 three forms of cooperation 
were founded between the Community and 
countries in close contact with it. 
A new form of cooperation 
1102. The Implementing Convention of the 
Treaty of Rome, which entered into force on 1 
January 1958, laid down the special relations be-
tween the EEC and dependent countries and ter-
ritories overseas. The independence, between 
1960 and 1962, of many African countries led to 
the signing of the Convention of Yaounde be-
tween the Community of the Six and eighteen 
Associated African States and Madagascar 
(AASM). It came into effect on 1 June 1964 for 
a five-year period and was renewed in July 1969; 
the second Yaounde Convention, to which one 
new State (Mauritius) had acceded in 1973, expir-
ed on 31 January 1975. 
The enlargement of the Community was to lend 
a new dimension to relations between the Com-
munity of the Nine and the Third World. In Pro-
tocol No 22 to the Act of Accession, the Com-
munity offered twenty Commonwealth countries 
of Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific the 
chance to negotiate on their future relations 
which would be within the framework of associa-
tion or accession agreements. Negotiations were 
formally opened in July 1973 in Brussels2 - the 
discussions proper started in October of the same 
year3 - and after several months' negotiations, 
finally led to the signing4 of the ACP-EEC Con-
vention of Lome.5 The quality and number of the 
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parties make this Convention unique (forty-six 
countries, including the whole of independent 
black Africa, presented Europe with a united 
front), as does its very nature; it is an agreement 
setting up a system of equally-based cooperation 
and pointing the way to a new formula for rela-
tions between industrialized and non-industrializ-
ed countries. 
The principal feature is the combination and joint 
use of all. the instruments of development aid. In 
this respect, the Lome Convention is a continua-
tion of what the Community and its partners 
achieved under previous Conventions although it 
also includes fundamental innovations reflecting 
the changes in the situation of the Third World 
and the Community's desire, as far as it is able, 
to remedy this. 
Features of the 
new Convention 
1103. According to the preamble, the Lome 
Convention, concluded between the EEC and the 
ACP for a five-year period, aims 'to establish, on 
the basis of complete equality between partners, 
close and continuing cooperation, in a spirit of in-
ternational solidarity'.5 In spite of any change of 
title this spirit of cooperation and equality should 
of course lead quite naturally to preserving the 
institutional structure of preceding conventions, 
that is to say a structure involving permanent dialo-
gue. 
I Bull. EC 2-1975. point 2324. 
2 Bull. EC 7/8-1973, points 1101 to 1106. 
3 Bull. EC 10-1973, points 2310 and 2311. 
4 Bull. EC 1-1975, points 1101 to 1105 and 2-1975, point 
2324. 
s OJ L 25 of 30.1.1976. 
Bull. EC 3-1976 
Lome Convention 
Structure of the institutions 
1104. This structure involves, at the top, a 
Council of Ministers composed of Members of 
the Council of the European Communities, 
Members of the Commission and a Member of 
the Government of each ACP State. The Council 
is assisted by a Committee of Ambassadors 
which supervises the work of other bodies and 
standing or ad hoc working parties. The Conven-
tion also provides for a Consultative Assembly 
composed, on a basis of equal representation, of 
Members of the European Parliament and Repre-
sentative appointed by the ACP States. 
This structure for dialogue must make joint ap-
plication of the texts possible and turn coopera-
tion, of which the various aspects are described 
below, into a continuous act of creation. 
Trade cooperation 
1105. Nearly all ACP products (99.2 %) will 
have access to the Community market free of 
duties or charges having equivalent effect and 
without any restrictions on quantity. This princi-
ple of free and unlimited access could not, how-
ever, be applied to certain products that are cov-
ered directly or indirectly by the common agricul-
tural policy but these products do none the less 
receive preferential treatment as compared with 
similar products from non-member countries. 
The Community has also considerably relaxed 
the rules on origin, particularly in agreeing to 
consider the ACP States as being one territory for 
customs purposes (which means that successive 
working and processing operations can be carried 
out in a number of different States), and in being 
prepared to consider requests for temporary ex-
emption if justified by the requirements· of indus-
trial development in those States. 
Also the principle of the non-reciprocity of trade 
obligations is one of the chief innovations of the 
Convention. It is justified by the fact that the 
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levels of developmeQt are different and means 
that the ACP States will not have to assume cor-
responding obligations in respect of imports from 
the Community as the Community has to for 
imports from the ACP. 
The ACP States, however, are bound not to dis-
criminate between the Member States and to 
grant to the Community treatment no less 
favourable than the most-favoured-nation treat-
ment, except in their relations with other devel-
oping countries. 
Stabilization of export earnings (Stabex) 
1106. The system of stabilization of export 
earnings was proposed by the Commission as 
early as April 1973 - in its Memorandum on the 
future relations between the Community, the 
present AASM and the independent developing 
Commonwealth countries situated in Africa, the 
Indian Ocean, the Pacific Ocean and the Carib-
bean1 - as part of the Community's commit-
ment under Protocol No 22: 'The Community 
will have as its firm purpose the safeguarding of 
the interests of all the countries referred to in 
this Protocol whose economies depend to a con-
siderable extent on the export of primary prod-
ucts, and particularly of sugar'. 
This commitment has been honoured: for the 
first time, industrialized countries and developing 
countries exporting raw materials have agreed to 
set up a system that guarantees the latter a cer-
tain level of export earnings by protecting them 
from the normal fluctuations caused by market 
forces and the uncertainties of production. 
By insuring against bad years those producing 
countries which are particularly dependent on ex-
ports of one or two products, this mechanism fits 
perfectly into the overall design of the new Con-
vention, and more generally that of the Commu-
I Bull. EC 4-1973, point 2308 and Supplement 1/73- Bull. 
EC. 
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nity's cooperation and development policy, a de-
sign which, by combining various instruments 
and taking into account the diversity of situa-
tions, aims at providing the developing countries 
with the means to develop their potential. 
The list of products covered was drawn up in the 
light of: 
(i) the importance of the product for the level of 
employment in the exporting country, the deter-
ioration in the terms of trade between the Corn-
munity and the ACP State in question and the 
level of development of the various ACP States; 
(ii) the traditionally unstable character of 
income from the product due to fluctuation of 
prices or of quantities produced. 
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The list includes twelve principal products 
(groundnuts, cocoa, coffee, cotton, coconuts, 
palm and palm kernel products, hides and skins, 
wood products, bananas, tea, raw sisal and iron 
ore) and certain subproducts, making a total of 
twenty-nine products with an individual guaran-
tee for each. 
Special arrangements for sugar 
1107. The protocol on sugar annexed to the 
Convention, in the context of policy on raw ma-
terials, is quite as remarkable an innovation as 
Stabex. The Community has gone one step furth-
er for this product, which is so important for the 
Bull. EC 3-1976 ( 
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economies of many ACP countries: the measures 
do not consist only of stabilization but they also 
mean that the prices guaranteed to the producing 
countries are practically indexed to the prices 
guaranteed to the Community producers. 
The Community undertakes to buy, and the 
ACP States to supply, given amounts of sugar. 
These quantities, amounting to a maximum of 
1400 000 tonnes, will be expressed as quotas for 
each producing country. 
The guaranteed price is a minimum price, that is 
to say that it only comes into play when sellers 
have been unable to obtain an equivalent or 
higher price through free negotiation with the 
buyers. It is negotiated annually, within the 
range of prices obtained within the Community. 
In addition, it is agreed that the Community will 
consult the ACP before making its proposals on 
Community prices. 
The Protocol on sugar, contrary to the Conven-
tion proper which lasts for five years, is valid for 
an indeterminate period. However, a clause pro-
vides the possibility of termination after expiry of 
the Convention (i.e. in five years at the earliest) 
provided two years' notification is given. Any 
undertakings will therefore be for a minimum of 
seven years. A unanimous decision by the Coun-
cil would be required for termination by the 
Community. 
Financial and technical cooperation 
1108. In the light of the experience of previous 
Conventions and any changes in the situation 
and needs of the partner countries, financial and 
technical cooperation has been given new means 
and a new style. 
On the basis of the dual principle of the AASM 
keeping advantages already acquired and equal 
treatment for new partners, the financial aspects 
are as shown in Table 1 (for the ACP States 
alone, it being understood that 160 million u.a. 
Bull. EC 3-1976 
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Table 1 -Financial aid 
The l..ome Convention 
Global amount 
ofwhichEDF 
-grants 
- loans on special terms 
- risk capital 
- Stabex 
Ordinary loans from 
the European 
Investment Bank 
3390 
3 ()()() 
2100 
430 
95 
375 
390 
(miNion u.a.) 
Fiaures 
for the 
previous 
Convention 
918 
828 1 
748 
80 
90 
' A further S million u.a. was added after the aa:ession of Mauritius. 
have been provided, in addition, for the Overseas 
Countries and Territories). 
The total funds available are therefore 3. 7 times 
greater (3.6 for the EDF and 4.3 for the Bank). 
On an annual average, they represent 20 % of 
current aid provided by the Community and the 
Member States for developing countries as a 
whole. 
Industrial cooperation 
1109. The fact that the ACP presented a mem-
orandum on industrial cooperation at the EEC-
ACP Ministerial Conference in Kingston in July 
1975,1 plus the fact that a special Title of the 
Convention is devoted to this topic, illustrate 
that there are changes under way in international 
economic relations whereby developing countries 
play an increasingly important part in industrial 
production and in the world trade in processed 
products. 
I Bull. EC 7/8-1974, points 2332 to 2338. 
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The Convention first of all confirms the exis-
tence of a joint aim and a joint conviction in this 
respect. The fields for action are listed on the ba-
sis of this: the development of infrastructure 
linked to industrialization; assistance with setting 
up manufacturing industries, particularly for the 
processing of raw materials; industrial training 
schemes both in Europe and the ACP States; 
schemes to transfer technological know -how and 
adapt the technology involved; information 
schemes and the promotion of industrial studies; 
accompanying measures in the sector of trade 
promotion. 
The implementation of industrial cooperation will, 
of course, be based on the available means of fi-
nancial and technical cooperation some forms of 
which have been specifically provided for this 
(risk capital, EIB loans, aid for small and me-
dium-sized farms). It will be organized, moreover, 
by two special bodies - the Industrial Coopera-
tion Board, the driving force, and, under the gui-
dance of that Board, a Centre for Industrial Dev-
elopment, an original and strictly functional in-
strument which will be run on a joint basis by 
the ACP States and the Community and will 
have to organize industrial information, set up 
contacts and fulfil other industrial promotion 
functions. It is mainly due to the existence of 
such a Centre that it is possible to envisage gen-
erating the interest of Community firms in in-
dustrial cooperation with the ACP and to involve 
them in active participation. 
12 
2. Social policy: 
Achievements and 
prospects 
Introduction to the 
1975 Social Report 1 
1201. The general economic and social situation of 
1975 was characterized by rising unemployment 
and a level of inflation in nearly all Member 
States that, although lower than in 1974, contin-
ued to give rise to serious concern. By the end 
of 1975 total unemployment in the countries of 
the European Communities had reached a level 
of about five and a half million and consumer 
prices by the autumn of 1975 were rising on av-
erage by about 12.5% compared with 16% in the 
previous year. 
1202. The difficulties in the employment market 
were made more serious by the fact that specific 
groups of people such as young workers or mi-
grant workers were primarily affected. It is esti-
mated that one and a half million of the Corn-
munity unemployed were young workers, many 
of whom were school leavers and university 
graduates seeking employment for the first time. 
As for migrants, the poor economic situation 
forced many to return to their countries of origin 
although it was encouraging to note that such 
emigration did not assume the proportions that 
might have been expected in view of the overall 
deterioration in employment opportunities. 
1203. Whilst the solution to the problems of 
unemployment and inflation are matters more ef-
fectively dealt with by actions taken by Member 
States themselves, the Community, despite all the 
difficulties and financial constraints, continued to 
make a significant contribution towards social 
progress. During 1975 much was achieved in the 
social field to ensure lasting improvements in liv-
ing and working conditions for many of the 
Community's citizens. In particular, and of fun-
1 Report on the Development of the Social Situation in the 
Community in 1975 published in co(\junction with the Ninth 
~ne~ Report on th~ Activities of the Euro_pean Communi-
ties (m accordance w1th Article 122 of the EEC Treaty). 
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damental importance to the millions of women in 
the Community, one notes the adoption during 
the year of a Directive aimed at the equality of 
treatment of men and women workers as regards 
employment, training and promotion, and in the 
case of migrant workers the adoption of a posi-
tive Council Resolution providing for progressive 
development of specific actions to improve the si-
tuation of migrant workers and their families. 
1204. The specific measures outlined above 
were among the priorities set out in the Council's 
own Resolution for a social action programme ad-
opted on 21 January 1974 and for which the 
Commission had undertaken in 1975 to put for-
ward proposals concerning the last of these prior-
ities. In this connection a number of specific pro-
posals were adopted by the Council at meetings 
of Social and Labour Ministers in June and De-
cember. 
1205. At its meeting on 17 June 1975 the 
Council gave its approval to: 
(a) a Decision concerning the programme of pi-
lot schemes and studies to combat poverty, 
(b) a Recommendation regarding the application 
of the principle of the forty-hour week and four 
weeks' annual paid holiday, 
(c) the Decision on intervention of the Euro-
pean Social Fund to promote employment and 
the geographical and vocational mobility of 
young people under 25 years who are unemploy-
ed or seeking employment for the first time. 
1206. Concerning the programme to combat pov-
erty, the Council earmarked 2 500 000 u.a. and 
2 875 000 u.a. for 1975 and 1976 respectively. It 
was agreed that the selection of projects would be 
left to the Commission in accordance with the 
following criteria: they must test out new meth-
ods of combating existing or potential poverty; 
they must, where possible, be drawn up and im-
plemented in collaboration with persons served 
by the schemes themselves; and finally they 
must be of interest to the Community as a whole 
Bull. EC 3-1976 
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and have an experimental aspect which could 
serve to guide the Community in its future pol-
icy. 
Improving the conditions in which people work 
was the objective of the Recommendation regard-
ing the application of the principle of the forty-
hour week and four weeks' annual paid holiday. 
The Commission had originally proposed that the 
forty-hour week could be achieved by the end of 
1975 and four weeks' holiday by the end of 1976. 
The Council, however, decided that the deadline 
for both objectives should be 31 December 1978. 
Although the timetable is slower than that envis-
aged by the Commission, the adoption of the Rec-
ommendation does underline that there is a pol-
itical will to establish the forty-hour week and 
four weeks' annual paid holiday as minimum 
standards throughout the Community during the 
second half of the 1970s. 
1207. The Council gave the green light to the 
Commission's work programme in the field of em-
ployment which should see further coordination at 
Community level of national employment pol-
icies and research and forecasting in the employ-
ment field. The purpose is to prepare for the im-
plementation, as and when appropriate, of an ef-
fective Community-wide employment policy. 
The Commission also presented a practical 
proposal aimed at improving the opportunities for 
employment of people affected by the deteriora-
tion in the economic situation. It proposed that 
Article 4 of the European Social Fund should be 
extended to schemes to facilitate not only the 
geographical and vocational mobility of people 
who are or have been employed in industries and 
regions particularly affected by the recession but 
also any young workers under the age of twenty-
five who, because of inadequate vocational train-
ing, are unable to obtain suitable employment. 
Although the Council agreed that the Social 
Fund would be extended to cover training 
schemes for young workers and particularly 
young people seeking employment for the first 
time, it was unable to decide on how the Social 
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Fund could be used to meet the problems of re-
gions and industries affected by the recession. 
This matter was taken up again by the Council 
in December. 
1208. At its meeting on 18 December 1975 the 
Council adopted a further group of Commission 
proposals, the most important of which were: 
(a) A Directive on the implementation of the 
principle of equal treatment for men and women 
as regards access to employment, vocational 
training and promotion and working conditions. 
(b) A Resolution concerning an action pro-
gramme for migrant workers and their families. 
(c) A Decision on action by the European Social 
Fund to help those employed in the textile and 
clothing industries. 
1209. The vitally important provisions of the 
Directive on the equality of treatment are that sex 
discrimination in both national laws and regula-
tions as well as collective and indidividual agree-
ments must be eliminated as regards employ-
ment and working conditions. Furthermore in 
order to ensure that women are able to obtain 
these rights in practice, means are provided for a 
woman who considers that she has been the ob-
ject of discrimination based on sex, matrimonial 
or family status to enforce her rights in national 
courts and, where necessary, the Court of Justice 
of the European Communities. 
Whilst this Directive can be considered as the 
Community's contribution to 'International 
Women's Year', it is in fact one of a series of 
measures envisaged in the Community's social 
action programme aimed at establishing real 
equality for women throughout the Community. 
Thus it complements the Directive on equal pay 
adopted by the Council in 1974.1 
Principles of equal treatment were also taken up 
on behalf of migrant workers and their families 
when the Council adopted a positive Resolution 
expressing the political will to ensure, by progres-
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sive stages, specific actions to improve their 
situation. 
One of these measures was, in fact, adopted by 
the Council in December, namely a Community 
Regulation providing for freedom of trade union 
rights throughout the Community for citizens of 
the Member States. But others envisaged in the 
course of 1976 include steps io eliminate illegal 
immigration and abuses by employers of the em-
ployment rights of migrants, coordination of 
Member States' migration policies and facilities 
that will promote their social and occupational 
well-being, irrespective of whether they are Com-
munity citizens or nationals of non-member 
countries. 
1210. The Council took up again the whole 
question of how the Social Fund would intervene 
to assist both the crisis-hit industries and regions 
affected by high unemployment. The Commis-
sion's amended proposal, however, failed to 
bridge the wide divergences of approach express-
ed by Member States. The Council did neverthe-
less agree to prolong the period of validity of the 
Council Decision concerning Social Fund assis-
tance for workers in the textile industry and to ex-
tend this Decision to cover the clothing industry 
which is experiencing difficulties of structural ad-
aptation. 
1211. Since questions concerning employment 
continued to be the focal point of interest during 
1975, it was only natural that the Standing Com-
mittee on Employment, which was reactivated by 
the Tripartite Conference of December 1974, 
should be convened several times during the 
year. 
Meetings were held in February, June and De-
cember at which major social policy proposals 
drawn up by the Commission were discussed. A 
number of these, as previously mentioned, were 
subsequently adopted by the Council whilst 
t Social Report 1974, point 4. 
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others will form the basis of concrete proposals 
during 1976. 
1212. As the economic situation throughout the 
Community continued to worsen it became clear 
that positive efforts in the social field would not 
by themselves provide solutions. It has always 
been the Commission's view that social policy 
should not be limited solely to those areas that 
are specifically social but should include the social 
aspects of other Community policies. In a similar 
way, Member States in their search for solutions 
to the present economic difficulties must recog-
nize the need for concerted action by those res-
ponsible for social and economic policy. 
This idea was taken up repeatedly by the repre-
sentatives of European trade unions at the Tri-
partite Conference in December 1974 in the call 
for a joint economic and social conference at which 
both sides of industry could discuss the problems 
of unemployment with Ministers of Labour and 
Economic and Financial Affairs and with the 
Commission. 
1213. The idea of holding such a conference 
was agreed by the European Council in July 1975 
and a meeting took place in Brussels on 18 Nov-
ember 1975. This meeting, the first of its kind, 
provided a full exchange of views between Gov-
ernments-represented by Economic and Finance 
Ministers as well as Employment Ministers-the 
Commission and both sides of industry on the 
economic and social situation. 
From this conference emerged a grea.t conver-
gence of opinions regarding the measures to be 
taken to combat the crisis. It was agreed that the 
Commission would examine the views expressed 
and that another similar conference should be or-
ganized in 1976. 
1214. During 1976 the Commission will com-
plete the remaining tasks envisaged by the social 
action programme and as appropriate draw up 
complementary measures designed to expand 
areas of social progress. These measures include: 
Bull. EC 3-1976 
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(a) In the field of employment: the Commission 
will continue to collect and develop current data 
and analyse problems occurring in the present 
economic situation, particularly in the context of 
the programme of labour market studies. The 
cooperation between employment services will be 
developed, mainly as regards regular meetings of 
the Directors-General for Employment. In this 
context, the Commission's support action to na-
tional services will continue, particularly for prob-
lems of retraining and employment prospects for 
migrant workers. Lastly, a report will be drawn up 
by a group of independent experts to pinpoint the 
main problems of employment over the next few 
years to assist the Commission in planning fu-
ture action. 
As regards vocational training: the Commission 
intends to present in 1976 recommendations aim-
ed at encouraging the development of further 
practical vocational training for young people 
looking for work and on vocational training for 
women workers. 
(b) As regards .freedom of movement for workers: 
the Commission will propose measures to be 
adopted to combat illegal immigration. Other 
proposals expected to be brought forward this 
year in implementation of the action programme 
for migrants will be the concertation of Member 
States' migration policies and the participation of 
migrants in local community life. 
The question of social security for Turkish workers 
will continue to occupy the Commission's 
attention this year. The Commission has also 
begun the necessary work preparatory to the imple-
mentation of the provisions of the Protocol to the 
Association Agreement with Turkey relating to 
freedom of movement of migrant workers. 
(c) The Social Fund will continue-where appro-
priate in close cooperation with the other Com-
munity financial instruments and particularly 
with the Regional Fund-to help promote train-
ing and mobility of workers in all the fields 
which have been opened to it: unemployment 
and under-employment in developing regions; 
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farmers leaving the land; workers in the textile 
and cloting industry requiring retraining; persons 
affected by difficulties in certain groups of under-
takings; adjustment of workers to technical pro-
gress; migrant workers; the handicapped; unem-
ployed persons aged under twenty-five. The latter 
action for young people started in the closing 
months of 1975, will be consolidated and orga-
nized on a more selective basis. Furthermore, the 
Commission intends to begin immediately the 
preparatory work necessary for the revision by 
the Council of the Decision of 1 February 1971 
on the reform of the European Social Fund. 
(d) As regards worker participation in the deci-
sion-making process of the undertaking, the 
Commission will pursue its work this year on the 
European Company statute and the harmoniza-
tion of the structures of limited companies. The 
Commission is currently examining the possibil-
ity of requiring all multinational companies to 
inform regularly all representatives of workers in 
their subsidiaries of the economic and social 
situation of the company. 
(e) In the field of living and working conditions, 
the Commission plans to take new specific action 
in the following sectors: 
(i) It will prepare a survey on the existing 
systems of encouragement of personal asset for-
mation by workers. A study on the lowest salaries 
in the Community will also be drawn up. 
(ii) Furthermore, the Commission will consider 
the extension of social protection, particularly in 
the context of social security, to categories of per-
sons not covered or insufficiently covered, and 
will present proposals aimed at the gradual 
achievement of equality of treatment between 
men and women in social security. 
(iii) The first European social budget (1970-75), 
presented to the Council in December 1974 and 
revised at the latter's request, will be available 
early in 1976; preparatory work for a second bud-
get will begin. 
(iv) During this year, the Commission will also 
be assessing the progress of the poverty pro-
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gramme and considering future developments in 
this field. 
(f) The conclusions of a report on the situation 
of individual workers made redundant will be ex-
amined with the representatives of both sides of 
industry, with a view to submitting proposals to 
the Council in this field. 
In the course of the year, the Commission will 
also draw up a long-term programme for the 
social rehabilitation of the handicapped, which 
will be forwarded to the .Council. 
The Commission report on the humanization of 
work will be sent to the Council early in 1976. 
The problem will then be studied in conjunction 
with the European Foundation for the Improve-
ment of Living and Working Conditions. 
(g) As regards health protection the Commission 
has undertaken a study on the radiological effect 
of nuclear expansion, paying particular attention 
to radioactive pollutim1 of the Rhine, the Meuse 
and coastal waters, and the risks to which the 
population could be exposed. 
In addition, a number of studies and proposals 
are in hand on the drawing up of common cri~ 
teria for harmfulness and also for health protec-
tion standards where the major environmental 
pollutants are concerned. 
The Commission will also propose an action pro-
gramme on safety, hygiene and health protection qt 
work on the basis of guidelines drawn up in 1975. 
Following work started at the time of the setting 
up of the Advisory Committee with responsibility 
in these fields, it will propose measures to re-
move the dangers inherent in some manufactur-
ing processes in the chemical industry. 
(h) Pursuant to the conclusions of the 1972 Par-
is Summit, the Commission intends to develop 
the active participation of both sides of industry in the 
formulation of Community policies. In this respect, 
it envisages aid to worker organizations with a 
view to the creation of a European Trade Union 
Institute and, at the same time, it plans to de-
velop its relations with both sides of industry in 
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various sectors with a view to joint consultations 
on common and Community policies and to a 
greater number of joint meetings in the major 
economic sectors. 
1215. The events of 1974 and 1975 have shown 
the importance of a reciprocal coordination of 
Community measures in the various sectors. Only 
via the best possible coordination of the instru-
ments and financial means available to the Com-
munity will it be possible to achieve effective and 
successful implementation of the objectives of so-
cial policy which the Commission set itself in the 
social action programme and which the Council 
approved by its Resolution of 21 January 1974. 
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3. Second action 
programme on the 
environment 
Proposal from the Commission 
1301. On 24 March the Commission presented 
to the Council the second European Community 
action programme on the environment.' 
The first programme was sent to the Council on 
17 April1973,2 and on 22 November of that year3 
the Council approved the objectives, principles 
and main priority measures contained in it. The 
second takes up where the first leaves off, both 
extending and, in certain respects, strengthening 
it. 
Since the Council approved the first programme, 
it has adopted-at three meetings held in 1974 
and 1975L-directives and decisions stemming 
from the programme and designed to supplement 
and strengthen it and to outline fresh measures 
for the coming years. 5 
Why we need an environment policy 
1302. The environment policy adopted by the 
Community in November 1973 is designed to 
'help to bring expansion into the service of man 
by procuring for him an environment providing 
the best conditions of life and to reconcile this 
expansion with the increasingly imperative need 
to preserve the natural environment'. 
This policy springs from the finding that the in-
dustrial and population growth which has ena-
bled Western countries to meet their essential re-
quirements within a few decades has now come 
up against two obstacles. 
On the input side there is the limit of natural 
resources. Nature pays a heavy price for econ-
omic expansion (pollution and nuisances, 
1 Supplement 6/76 - Bull. EC. 
2 Supplement 3/73 - Bull. EC. 
3 OJ C 112 of 20.12.1973. 
t Bull. EC 11-1974, points 1201 to 1206, and Bull. EC 10-
1975, points 1301 to 1309 and 12-1975, points 1501 to 1504. 
5 Bull. EC 10-1975, point 1302. 
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thoughtless exploitation of resourtes and space, 
destruction of habitats and so on). As a result, 
production possibilities are reduced while produc-
tion costs, burdened with the expenditure requir-
ed for the reconstitution of natural resources 
(measures to counteract pollution; recycling), in-
crease. 
The figures in the Meadows report may be open 
to criticism, but they have made people aware of 
a fundamental question which can no longer be 
sidestepped; material growth has physical limits; 
an effort should be made to shift them but at the 
same time institute progressively and as expedi-
tiously as possible a growth model based more 
firmly on cOnsiderations of quality. 
The second obstacle is a change in the nature of 
consumption. Growing sections of the population 
are rejecting the ideal and the scale of values im-
plicit in the consumer society, and signs of sa tu-
ration are appearing. 
For these reasons, as stated in the Council 
Declaration of 22 November 1973, the promotion 
throughout the Community of the harmonious 
development of economic activities and contin-
uous, balanced expansion-which constitute the 
paramount purpose of the EEC (Article 2 of the 
EEC Treaty}--'cannot now be imagined in the 
absence of an effective campaign to combat pol-
lution and nuisances or of an improvement in 
the quality of life and the protection of the en-
vironment'. The Declaration adds that these ob-
jectives 'are among the fundamental tasks of the 
Community and it is therefore necessary to im-
plement a Community environment policy'. 
The programme approved by the Council on the 
same date, 22 November 1973, has since given 
rise to many implementing texts (thirty-five pro-
posals transmitted by the Commission, of which 
fifteen have been adopted by the Council). At the 
same time, many environmental measures have 
been taken by the Member States: 111 draft reg-
ulations and nine international agreements have 
been sent to the Commission and to all the 
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Member States under the 'information agree-
ment' of 5 March 1973. 
This effort should be continued in the coming 
years despite the uncertainties of the current 
economic situation, some of which indeed spring 
from the phenomena referred to above. 
That was the conclusion of the debate on future 
Community action regarding the environment 
held by the Council on 16 October 197 5,1 and it 
is the leitmotiv of the second programme pre-
sented by the Commission. 
Features of the proposal 
for a second programme 
1303. The programme has five main features: 
(i) It seeks to ensure that the policy followed 
since November 1973 is continued. The objec-
tives and principles defined then still hold good 
and are therefore reaffirmed. Work will continue 
on measures which have not yet been brought to 
fruition and they are reiterated or referred to 
throughout the programme. 
(ii) Special emphasis is laid on measures for set-
ting up the machinery for preventive action, par-
ticularly as regards pollution, physical planning 
and the generation of wastes. The programme 
provides for a study of procedures for environ-
mental impact assessment, an ecological mapping 
system for the Community to enable economic 
demand to be compared with ecological supply, a 
study of ways of avoiding the generation of 
waste-which is sometimes very close to outright 
squandering of resources. A more comprehensive 
environment policy is thus taking shape-one 
which will be more closely tied in with economic 
planning and with whose framing and implemen-
tation the individual will have a greater part to 
play. 
(iii) Special attention is given to the non-damag-
ing use and rational management of space, the 
environment and natural resources, and particular 
account is taken of the suggestions on this sub-
1 Bull. EC 10-1975, point 1302. 
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ject from the Italian and German authorities. 
(iv) For the reduction of pollution and nui-
sances, priority is given to measures for the pro-
tection of fresh water and sea water while new 
steps are proposed for noise abatement. 
(v) Finally, the Community's international 
activity is reaffmned and it is proposed that an 
'environmental' dimension be added to the 
Community's policy for cooperation with the 
developing countries. 
The programme covers a period of five years 
(1977 -81), and may be revised and expanded on 
a proposal from the Commission in the course of 
implementation· in response to changes in the 
situation and in the light of experience. 
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2No PART 
ACTIVITIES 
IN MARCH 1976 
1. Functioning of the 
common market 
Customs umon 
Customs Questions Committee 
2101. The Customs Questions Committee 
which brings together the heads of the national 
customs administrations of the nine Member 
States met in Brussels on 25 March with Mr 
Gundelach in the chair. The Committee assessed 
what progress had already been made towards 
attaining the objectives set out in the pro-
grammes for simplifying and approximating cus-
toms legislation. 
Mr Gundelach stressed the Commission's con-
cern to achieve, as quickly as possible, satisfac-
tory results in the simplification of customs pro-
cedures and formalities, notwithstanding the 
Community's current economic difficulties. The 
Committee shared this point of view. 
In the field of the approximation of legislation, 
the Committee noted with satisfaction that the 
Council had recently approved a number of 
important Commission proposals, namely the 
harmonization of outward processing provisions,' 
mutual assistance for the recovery of claims2 and 
the treatment applicable to goods returned to the 
Community.3 
The Committee reaffirmed the need for public 
opinion to be more aware of the Customs Union. 
Tariff measures 
Suspensions 
2102. On 25 March,4 the Council decided to 
extend the total suspension of CCT duties until 
15 April in respect of new potatoes falling within 
subheading 07.01 A 11 a) and until 30 April in 
respect of ware potatoes falling within subhead-
ing 07.01 A Ill b), since the serious supply diffi-
culties which originally prompted the measures 
are still facing the CommunHy. 
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Harmonization of customs legislation 
Mutual assistance for the recovery of claims 
2103. On 15 March the Council adopted a 
Directive on mutual assistance for the recovery 
of claims5 resulting from operations forming part 
of the system of financing the EAGGF and of 
agricultural levies and customs duties. 
Adoption of this Directive represents not only a 
significant step in the evolution of the customs 
union but will in time make a major contribution 
towards strengthening the means of protection of 
Community funds, whether these be in the form 
of unpaid customs duties or levies, or EAGGF 
overpayments. 
Although of course financial claims of this kind 
may at present be recoverable within the Member 
State where they are established, they cannot be 
recovered in another Member State, where, for 
example, the debtor might reside and hold seis-
able assets. Such a situation, where the uniform 
and equitable application of Community law is 
hampered by the constraints imposed by the 
strict territoriality of recovery instruments, is 
scarcely compatible with the notion of a Commu-
nity based on uniformly implemented rules. 
Neither is it appropriate in the customs union, 
where, by virtue of Community law, the nine 
Member States already constitute a single Com-
munity customs territory. 
The Directive therefore lays down common rules 
for mutual assistance which the Member States 
must incorporate into their national provisions by 
1 January 1978 to ensure the recovery in each 
Member State of claims arising in another Mem-
ber State. These claims will include overpay-
ments of refunds, intervention or other EAGGF 
I Bull. EC 12-1975, point 2113. 
2 Point 2103. 
3 Point 2104. 
4 OJ L 81 of 27.3.1976. 
s OJ L 73 of 19.3.1976. 
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a measures, unpaid customs duties and agricultural J levies, as well as any interests and costs. 
Goods returned to the customs territory 
of the Community 
2104. On 25 March,1 the Council adopted a 
Regulation on the customs treatment applicable 
to goods returned to the customs territory of the 
Community after being exported from that terri-
tory. 
The effect of these arrangements will be to har-
monize the national rules in force, which cur-
rently vary widely, and to put an end to the pre-
sent situation whereby Community goods export-
ed by a Member State cannot benefit from duty-
free entry when they are reintroduced into the 
Community by another Member State. 
Origin and methods of 
administrative cooperation 
2105. On 25 March, the Commission presented 
to the Council a draft Decision of the EEC-
EFf A Joint Committees supplementing the lists 
(A and B) annexed to the Protocol concerning the 
definition of the concept of 'originating products' 
and methods of administrative cooperation. 
These amendments proposed by the Commission 
as a joint Community position were agreed in 
discussions with the customs experts of the 
Member States. They relate in particular to the 
chemicals industry and to various specific prod-
ucts, including rubber sheets, furs, paper pulp, 
skid chains, sewing machines and lighters. Dev-
elopments in manufacturing techniques and in 
the economic conditions connected with interna-
tional trade in certain products prompted the 
Member States, the EFfA countries and the 
Commission to study the possibility of amending 
the specific rules of origin relating to these prod-
ucts. 
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Customs arrangements based on 
economic considerations 
Inward processing 
2106. On 25 March, 1 the Council adopted a Di-
rective implementing the Directive of 4 March 
19692 (governing inward processing arrange-
ments) as regards the repair of goods under such 
arrangements. 
Under this new Directive, repair work can be 
considered as contributing towards providing the 
most favourable conditions for the export of the 
goods resulting from this processing without c~n­
flicting with the essential interests of Commumty 
producers. There is no point in requiring the rel-
evant authorities to assess the effects of these 
operations in each individual case. 
* 
2107. The European Parliament3 and the Econ-
omic and Social Comrnittee4 delivered Opin-
ions-on 12 March and at the meeting on 
31 March and 1 April respectively-on a Com-
mission proposal to the Council to amend the 
Directives of 1969 relating to customs warehous-
ing procedure and free zones and the Directive. of 
1971 relating to the usual forms of handling 
which may be carried out in customs warehouses 
and free zones. 
I OJ L 89 of 2.4.1976. 
2 OJ L 58 of 8.3.1969. 
3 Point 2417. 
4 Point 2454. 
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Competition policy 
Restrictive agreements, mergers and 
dominant positions: specific cases 
Termination of a market sharing agreement 
based on trademarks 
2108. The Commission has terminated its pro-
ceeding under Article 85 of the EEC Treaty 
against two leading knitting yarn firms in the 
United Kingdom and France following the formal 
termination of a 1964 agreement between them. 
In 1964 Sirdar Ltd, Wakefield, Yorkshire, and Les 
Fils de Louis Mulliez SA, Roubaix, agreed that the 
former would not market its knitting yarns in 
France under its Sirdar trademark while the latter 
would refrain from marketing its yarns in the 
United Kingdom under its Phildar trademark. 
After a preliminary decision issued in March 
19751 in which the Commission took the view 
that territorial market sharing was not justified 
even if the Sirdar and Phildar trademarks could 
be regarded as confusingly similar, the Commis-
sion opened formal proceedings against the two 
firms under Article 85 of the EEC Treaty with 
the aim of replacing the provisional decision by 
a final decision under Regulation No 17. After 
receiving the Commission's statement of objec-
tions, the firms began discussions which, on 
28 January, culminated in the total abandonment 
of the 1964 agreement and in the withdrawal of 
the English firm's opposition to the registration 
of the Phildar trademark in the United Kingdom. 
In answer to the argument that the 1964 agree-
ment prevented neither party from exporting to 
the other's territory under trademarks other than 
Phildar and Sirdar, the Commission emphasized 
the practical and commercial difficulties of estab-
lishing a new mark, particularly where the 
existing trademarks are already well established. 
It also noted that, in a number of Member and 
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non-member States other than France and the 
United Kingdom, the Sirdar and Phildar trade-
marks existed side by side and knitting yarns 
were sold under them without apparent difficul-
ties. The 1964 agreement expressly accepted and 
even encouraged this; the Commission concluded 
that the purpose of the restrictive clauses relating 
to France and the United Kingdom was not to 
avoid confusion between the marks but rather to 
protect the home market of each of the two 
firms. 
Termination of private measures 
to regulate imports 
2109. Commission action in response to a com-
plaint from the governments of four Member 
States has led the Union interprofessionel/e des 
semences fourrageres (UISF), Paris, to abandon its 
restrictive measures in relation to herbage seed 
imports from the other Member States. These 
measures infringed Article 85 of the EEC Treaty. 
There was an agreement between UISF, its five 
member associations and five other French trade 
associations representing producers, breeders, dis-
tributors and importers of herbage seed to charge 
levies on imports into France of the main varie-
ties of herbage seed. The levies broadly corre-
sponded to the difference between the higher 
home market prices and the substantially lower 
prices charged by propucers in other Member 
States. The agreement set up a scheme of min-
imum guaranteed prices for breeders, threshold 
prices for imports of each variety and a range of 
levies in amounts varying according to variety. 
Imports from the other Member States, and 
particularly from Denmark, were substantially 
hampered. 
At the Commission's request, UISF has under-
taken to put an end to the infringement at•once, 
that is before the start of the next sowing season, 
and to pay back in full the levies already col-
lected. 
I Bull. EC 3-1975, point 2111. 
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Mergers in the steel industry 
2110. Acting under Article 66 of the ECSC 
Treaty, the Commission authorized Deutsche Erz 
und Meta/1-Union GmbH (DEUMU), scrap dealer 
of Hannover and a member of the Salzgitter 
group, to acquire 50% of the capital of Schrott-
Weiss GmbH & Co KG and Kart Weiss GmbH, scrap 
dealers of Niirnberg. After the merger these firms 
will together account for about 8 % of the Ger-
man scrap retrieval market. 
2111. By another decision under Article 66 the 
Commission authorized the British Steel Corpora-
tion (BSC) to acquire 75% of the capital of the 
German firm Wafter Blume GmbH (Blume), steel 
stockholder of Stuttgart. 1 
Following this takeover BSC, whose steel sales in 
Germany were hitherto negligible, will have 
access to the Blume distribution network with fif-
teen sales offices operating mainly in the Ruhr 
and the south-west and accounting for 2.5% of 
German stockholder sales. The arrival of BSC 
products on the German market, where it is to all 
intents and purposes a new market entrant, will 
strengthen competition. 
Authorization of a joint selling agreement 
2112. On 12 March the Commission decided2 to 
extend for a further year, up to 31 December 
1976, its decision of 4 November 1959 authoriz-
ing the joint sale of solid fuels from Houilleres 
du Bassin de Lorraine and Saarbergwerke AG by 
Saarlor, a Franco-German joint stock company. 
The decision had already been extended in 1961, 
1966, 1969, 1972 and 1974. 
The Commission considered that the reasoning 
behind the original ECSC High Authority autho-
rization of this joint selling agreement in 1959 
still held good and that the agreement was not 
contrary to Article 65 of the ECSC Treaty, which 
deals with inter-firm agreements and concerted 
practices which may distort competition. Saarlor's 
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sales in 1975 accounted for 16.5% of Saarberg-
werke's output and 3.6% of Bassin Lorrain's out-
put. 
State aids 
General schemes 
Germany 
2113. On 15 March the Commission decided 
not to object to the implementation of a draft law 
amending an existing German law to promote 
the use of Community coal in electricity gener-
ating stations (Drittes Verstromungsgesetz). 
When considering this law in 1974 the Commis-
sion concluded3 that it would not place firms 
generating electricity from coal on a better eco-
nomic footing than those using fuel oil. It did 
not therefore raise objections. 
The changes which the German Government is 
now planning to make to the Drittes Verstro-
mungsgesetz are as follows: 
(i) the reference period for calculating assistance 
to offset cost differences will be shorter; 
(ii) the annual output capacity above which 
electricity supply companies pay the equalization 
tax will be raised from 250 kW to 1 MW; 
{iii) the annual output capacity above which 
Federal Government authorization must be 
sought before plant can be built or extended will 
be reduced from 10 MW to 1 MW; 
(iv) the period during which the subsidy of 
OM 150 per kW installed capacity can be granted 
to assist the building of new coal-fired power sta-
tions will be extended by two years to 31 Decem-
ber 1979; 
I OJ L 94 of 9.4.1976. 
2 OJ L 78 of 25.3.1976. 
3 Bull. EC 7/8-1974, point 2131. 
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(v) in individual cases the FederiU Government 
may cover specific expenditure incurred by the 
use of coal. 
The Commission has considered these amend-
ments in the light of the EEC and ECSC Treaties 
and has no additional comments to make beyond 
those which it made in 1974. 
Industry schemes 
United Kingdom 
2114. On 17 March the Commission decided to 
raise no objections to the implementation of a 
planned scheme of assistance for the machine 
tools industry in the United Kingdom. Under the 
scheme seven-year loans at an interest rate of 
8.5 % may be granted to cover not more than 
50 % of the cost of projects for the development 
of new products. Modernization and restructuring 
operations will entitle firms to a grant of 20 % of 
investment in plant and machinery and 15 % of 
investment in new buildings. 
Initially, there was also to be assistance in the 
form of seven-year loans at an interest rate of 
8.5% to cover up to 50% of the cost of stock-
building. However, the UK Government decided 
to withdraw this plan to assist stockbuilding, and 
the Commission's decision on this point simply 
records that fact. 
Denmark 
2115. The Commission will not be objecting to 
the implementation by the Danish Government 
of a draft law to assist the hotel industry. The 
assistance will be given to investments for fire 
prevention, environmental protection and the 
modernization, extension and construction of 
hotels and organized camping sites. The Com-
mission took into consideration the fact that the 
planned assistance will facilitate the development 
of a specific economic activity without adversely 
Competition policy 
affecting trading conditions to an extent contrary 
to the common interest. 
Export aids 
Italy 
2116. On 9 March the Commission decided to 
initiate the procedure of Article 93 (2) of the EEC 
Treaty in respect of assistance granted by the 
Italian Government for the promotion of exports 
of Italian toys to the French market. 
The assistance, paid through the ICE (lstituto na-
zionale per il commercio estero), would take the 
form of a grant of Lit 720 million spread over 
three years (1975-77) for the financing of a sales 
promotion campaign (TV, radio, press, posters) 
launched by the Italian toy industry to boost its 
French sales. The State assistance would be in 
addition to the Lit 480 million contributed by the 
firms themselves. 
The Commissio.n noted two facts: 
(i) By not notifying the Commission, the Italian 
Government had failed to fulfil its obligations 
under Article 93 (3) and so the assistance did not 
comply with Community law and had to be im-
mediately terminated by the Italian Government; 
(ii) Italian Government finance given through 
the ICE would affect trade between Member 
States and distort competition within the mean-
ing of Article 92 (1). By financing a major propor-
tion of the advertising campaign launched in 
France to step up toy sales, the Italian State was 
bearing costs which in normal circumstances 
should be borne by the firms themselves; these 
firms were thus given a definite competitive ad-
vantage over their competitors from other States 
selling toys on the French market without the 
same sort of advertising budget facilities. The as-
sistance thus constituted an aid to the export of 
Italian toys and, as the Commission has always 
stated, the grant of export aids in intra-Commu-
nity trade is incompatible with the general prin-
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ciples of a common market, particularly as re-
gards the free movement of goods. No exceptions 
may be allowed in such cases.1 
The Commission therefore concluded that it had 
to open proceedings under Article 93 (2) of the 
EEC Treaty. It also published a notice in the Of-
ficial Journal of the Communities 2 calling on in-
terested parties other than the Member States to 
present their comments. 
Corrigendum 
Bull EC 2-1976, point 2117 
(France- Manufactured tobacco) 
The final sentence should read: 'Lastly, it points 
out that sales on the French market of British, 
Danish and Irish products, which amounted to 
some 13 million units (cigars, cigarettes and pipe 
tobacco) in 1972 and 1973, rose to 176 million 
units in 1974 and 675 million units in 1975.' 
Bull. EC 3-1976 
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montary union 
Economic, monetary and 
financial policy 
Community loans to Ireland and Italy 
2201. At its meeting in Brussels on 15 March, 
at which Mr Vouel, Luxembourg Finance Minis-
ter, took the chair, the Council, acting on a pro-
posal from the Commission, formally adopted a 
decision to grant Community loans to Ireland 
and Italy of $300 million and $1 000 million res-
pectively. In the case of Ireland, this was the for-
mal adoption of a decision already approved by 
the Council on 16 February 1976,1 while, in the 
case of Italy, the loan was the outcome of intense 
negotiations started by the Commission on the 
basis of the decision taken by the Council at that 
same meeting, with a view to floating on the in-
ternational market a Community issue equal to 
the size of the loan. 
The granting of the loans to Ireland and Italy is 
associated with economic policy conditions to be 
observed by each of the two countries and laid 
down in Council Decisions/ namely: 
Ireland 
(i) Growth in the central government borrowing 
requirement, expressed as a percentage of gross 
national product, should be halted in 1976 and 
should be reduced in subsequent years; 
(ii) Every effort is to be made to finance the lar-
gest possible proportion of public sector borrow-
ing requirements outside the money market, for 
example by placing long-term securities directly 
with the public; 
(iii) The Irish authorities are to exercise the ut-
most caution to avoid the danger that would ar-
ise from providing easy accommodation for both 
Bull. EC 2-1976, point 2201. 
OJ L 77 of 24.3.1976. 
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the borrowing requirement of the exchequer and 
the demand for credit of the private sector, were 
this to expand more rapidly than presently envis-
aged. 
Italy 
During 1976: 
(i) Total central government expenditure must 
be limited to Lit 39 700 000 million in the 1976 
calendar year; 
(ii) The deficit on Treasury transactions, as de-
fined in the Directive of 17 December 1974 
granting medium-term financial assistance to 
Italy ,1 must not exceed Lit 13 800 000 million, 
even if compliance with this stipulation should 
entail an increase in taxation; 
(iii) The financing of the deficit on Treasury 
transactions by the monetary authorities must be 
limited, if necessary, by legislative means, to Lit 
5 700 000 million in the 1976 calendar year; 
(iv) The growth in total lending, as defined in 
the Directive of 17 December 1974, must not ex-
ceed Lit 29 500 000 million in the 1976 calendar 
year. 
The conditions to be observed for the subsequent 
years of the loan period will be ftxed in good 
time by the Council, acting on a proposal from 
the Commission. In addition, the Italian Govern-
ment will make all possible efforts to keep the 
rise in incomes within limits compatible with the 
internal and external equilibrium of the economy. 
Financial aspects 
2202. As provided by the Regulation of 17 Feb-
ruary 1975 concerning Community loans,2 the 
loans granted to Ireland and Italy are made on 
the same financial terms as the counterpart bor-
rowing operations. The main features of these 
operations were laid down in a Council Decision 
of 15 March,3 which authorizes the Commission 
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to conclude, on behalf of the Community, four 
loan contracts forming a package in a total 
amount equivalent to $1 300 million. Including 
requirements in the clauses contained in the con-
tracts relating to three of these operations which 
were concluded on 22 March in Brussels between 
the Commission, represented by Vice-President 
Haferkamp, and the banks concerned, the main 
features of the Community loan are as follows: 
(i) A public issue of bonds totalling $300 million 
for six years, carrying an interest rate of 8 ~ %, to 
be issued at 99.00, with a value date of 31 March 
1976. This issue has been underwritten by an in-
ternational banking syndicate, lead-managed by 
the Deutsche Bank AG. The loan will be floated 
on the Luxembourg stock exchange; 
(ii) A public issue of bonds totalling DM 500 
million for seven years, carrying an interest rate 
of 7~%, issued at 99.50, with a value date of 1 
April 1976. The bonds will be placed by an inter-
national banking consortium lead-managed by 
the Deutsche Bank AG. The issue will be floated 
on the Frankfurt, Berlin, Dtisseldorf, Hamburg 
and Munich stock exchanges; 
(iii) An agreement for a loan totalling $300 mil-
lion for five years, with a variable rate of interest 
calculated at one point over the average London 
inter-bank rate for dollar deposits for the same 
term using steps of three months or six months 
at the Community's option. The loan is callable, 
in three equal tranches, within four weeks of the 
signing of the contract. The banking syndicate 
consists of forty European, North American and 
Japanese banks, led by the European Banking Co 
Ltd, the Orlon Bank Ltd, the Banque de la So-
ciete Financiere Europeenne, Europartners Bank 
(Nederland) NV and Morgan Guaranty Trust Co. 
of New York; I 
(iv) A private agreement for a loan of $500 mil-
lion with a syndicate of banks, with redemption 
I OJ L341 of20.12.1974. 
2 OJ L46 of 20.2.1975; Bull. EC2-1975, point 2201, and 
718-1975, point 2211. 
3 OJ L 77 of 24.3.1976. 
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at three years and seven months at the earliest 
and at the latest four years. The interest rate and 
the issue price will be fixed on the date of issue, 
which will be some time in April. 
The sums raised by each of the above borrowing 
transactions will be paid, in the same currencies 
and on the same terms, to the Central Bank of 
Ireland and to the Banca d'ltalia in proportions of 
three-thirteenths and ten-thirteenths respectively. 
All the financial operations relating to the issues 
and loans will be carried out by the European 
Monetary Cooperation Fund. 
Statements by Mr Haferkamp 
~ 2203. On 15 March, Mr Haferkamp, Vice-Presi-i dent of the Commission, made the following 
~ statement: 
'The Council decision to grant Ireland and Italy 
f 
a total of $1 300 million in the form of Commu-
nity loans constitutes an important practical ex-
pression of the concept of Community solidarity. 
r 
The economic and financial policy conditions for 
these two Member States agreed at the same 
time are of vital importance for the improvement 
and stabilization of their economic and financial 
positions. 
The lending operation itself is the result of close 
and fruitful cooperation between the Commission 
and large international banking consortia.' 
2204. When the three loan operations were 
signed on 22 March, Mr Haferkamp said: 
'Shortly after the outbreak of the oil crisis, the 
1 Commission proposed that the Community 
r should be empowered to raise loans. We did this 
at that time because: 
(i) it was to be foreseen that the increases in oil 
prices would generate heavy payments balance 
r deficits; 
(ii) we wanted to promote order on the capital 
markets, to avoid a scramble for credit. 
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But the main reason why we made this proposal 
was that we wished to create an instrument that 
would constitute a practical expression of Com-
munity solidarity, an instrument to help Member 
States which had run into difficulties. But in do-
ing this we also agreed on the principle that aid 
provided as an expression of Community solidar-
ity should be afforded on the condition that 
those who were helped would make every effort 
to help themselves. 
The onlending of funds yielded by the loans is 
therefore associated with economic and finance 
policy conditions with which the beneficiary 
States will comply. 
The goal is to achieve a stable order on the basis 
of a common effort. 
The developments of the last few days have 
highlighted the importance of these conditions: 
(i) as a useful contribution to the difficult deci-
sions the Governments have to take; 
(ii) as an important protection against distur-
bances of the common market. 
This has happened during a period of monetary 
upheaval. Even before the loans have been sign-
ed, the Community loan instrument has thus 
acted as a stabilization factor and a factor in im-
proving confidence. 
... I take this opportunity to thank warmly all 
those who have made all the extensive and com-
plex arrangements in such a short time. We have 
before us the results of a major effort of imag-
ination, considerable technical skill, a courageous 
spirit of enterprise but most of all, the unstinting 
cooperation of all concerned, based on mutual 
confidence. 
The rewarding work we have thus carried out on 
preparing our great venture - work which has 
been for me a source of great personal satisfac-
tion as well - leaves no doubt in my mind that 
we shall also bring to a completely successful 
conclusion one of the greatest capital market 
operations ever, this concrete expression of Corn-
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munity solidarity, the first Community loan. This 
serves not only the interests of the European 
Communities, nor is it only in the interests of 
those participating, about two hundred banks. 
For we are all providing today, in the midst of 
uncertainty and doubt, a ringing demonstration 
of our confidence in the future.' 
Exchange markets 
2205. Following the disturbances on the ex-
changes at the beginning of the year - growing 
speculative pressure on the lira resulting, on 21 
January 1976, in the suspension of official quo-
tations of foreign currencies on the exchanges in 
Italy,1 and the weakness of the French franc, 
particularly in the second half of January - the 
exchanges remained unsettled in the following 
weeks. Thus, as a result of the combined impact 
of the 11 % devaluation of the Spanish peseta on 
9 February and the uncertainty concerning the 
future of the lira, pressure on the French franc 
mounted strongly again while the relative appre-
ciation of the German mark gathered momen-
tum. Some degree of calm, however, returned to 
the exchanges towards mid-February thanks to 
the coordinated intervention of the Banque de 
France and the Bundesbank. The lira, however, 
continued its irregular downward course in Feb-
ruary, its value against the dollar having fallen by 
the end of the month by about 10% compared. 
with 20 January, in spite of a slight recovery. 
The French franc leaves the 'snake' 
2206. At the beginning of March, a few days 
after the resumption of official foreign exchange 
quotations in Italy, sterling weakened sharply, 
and this was followed by renewed attacks on the 
French franc, which, in the space of only a few 
days, fell to the 'snake's' lower limit. Faced with 
major difficulties, the French Government asked 
that a meeting of the Finance Ministers of the 
countries - including the non-Community 
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countries - participating in the 'snake' be called 
for the afternoon of 14 March to discuss the 
monetary situation. At the end of that meeting, 
the French Government decided to withdraw 
from the Community exchange rate scheme, 
which the franc had rejoined on 10 July 1975.2 
On 15 March, the Commission released the fol-
lowing statement: 
'The Commission has examined the decision tak-
en last night by the French Government to sus-
pend its participation in the Community ex- j 
change rate system. The Commission notes that 4 
this decision is further evidence of the fact that 1 
the Community exchange rate system will re- ~ 
main vulnerable until Member States give tan-
gible proof of their political will to press ahead with j 
economic and monetary integration, which is in- ~ 
dispensable if the achievements of the Commu- • 
nity to date are to be safeguarded. 1 
The Commission will make the necessary propo-
sals and expects the next European Council to J 
lay down guidelines to safeguard the cohesion of ~ 
the Community.' 
Against this background the Benelux countries3 1 
decided to suspend, with effect from 15 March, 
their special agreement ('mini-snake') of August 
1971, under which they were keeping the ex-
change rates of the guilder and the Belgian and 
Luxembourg francs within a margin of fluctua-
tion of 1.50% by intervention in the currencies 
in question backed by mutual credit arrange-
ments between the two central banks. The mar-
gin of fluctuation to be observed between these 
currencies is now 2.25 %, the same as for the 
other 'snake' currencies. 
Measures taken by Italy 
2207. In spite of the resumption of intervention 
by the Banca d'Italia, the lira continued to depre-
I Bull. EC l-1976, point 2201. 
Bull. EC 7/8-1975, point 2207. 
Belgium, Luxembourg, the Netherlands. 
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ciate more rapidly, its value against the dollar 
falling by around 22 % compared with the level 
on 20 January 1976. On 18 March, the Italian 
Government adopted a set of measures designed 
to stem the fall in the lira and to improve the 
public finance situation. 
In particular, the restrictive monetary policy was 
tightened, notably by raising the discount rate 
and the rate on advances against securities from 
8 to 12%. In the field of taxation, the rates of 
value added tax on a wide range of products were 
increased: motor vehicles (from 12 to 18% and 
from 30 to 35% depending on engine capacity), 
wine, sugar, mineral waters, products sold in 
cafes and restaurants, entertainments, etc.; a 
number of excise duties were also raised; the 
price of petrol was increased from Lit. 350 to Lit. 
400 per litre; the tax on bank deposit interest, re-
gistration taxes and the charge for TV licences 
also rose. Taken together, these tax measures will 
probably raise some Lit. 1 000 000 million addi-
tional revenue in a full year, with almost half 
coming from the increase in the price of petrol. 
On 18 March, the Commission Spokesman an-
nounced that the Commission, which had been 
r in constant touch with the Italian Government 
~ the previous day, had been informed of the 
l measures taken in Rome in the night. The Com-mission, he went on, took the view that these measures were in accordance with the Commu-nity rules in force and with the undertakings en-
tered into jointly. In addition, the measures, 
which represented an appreciable effort on the 
part of the Italian authorities and people, would 
, effectively contribute, in the framework of Com-
munity solidarity, to the indispensable work be-
ing carried out to get the Italian economy back 
~ onto a sound footing. 
• * 
1208. During the last ten days of March, the 
1 exchanges were free from serious disturbance. 
Thanks to the measures taken by the Italian au-
Bull. EC 3-1976 
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thorities, tne slide in the value of the lira was 
halted. The French franc, which had depreciated 
by about 5 % after 15 March, managed to hold its 
value at around this level against the 'snake' cur-
rencies while sterling remained somewhat weak. 
The Belgian franc strengthened as a result of the 
measures taken by the monetary authorities in 
Belgium, notably the raising of the discount rate. 
Towards t.he end of the month, the upward pres-
sure on the mark kept it at a distinctly higher 
rate than that of the other currencies in the 
'snake', which tended to cluster just above the 
lower limit of the margin of fluctuation. 
Adjustment of the economic policy 
guidelines for 1976 
2209. At its meeting on 15 March 1976, the 
Council, in accordance with its Decision of 18 
February 1974,1 carried out the first quarterly ex-
amination of the economic situation in the Com-
munity on the basis of two documents presented 
by the Commission: a Communication concern-
ing the adjustment of the 1976 economic policy 
guidelines, which had been laid down in the Annual 
Report adopted by the Council on 17 November 
1975,2 to the new requirements of the economic 
situation, and a document containing, in accord-
ance with Articles 2 and 12 of the Decision of 18 
February 1974, a summary account of the economic 
policies pursued in 1975 and a report on the appli-
cation of that decision and the conformity of the 
policies pursued with the objectives set. The 
Council also had before it an Opinion on the 
Commission Communication delivered by the 
Economic Policy Committee. 3 
At the close of this examination, the Council ap-
proved the text of a decision whereby Member 
States would pursue economic policies in confor-
mity with the guidelines set out in the Commu-
nity Communication. The Commission took the 
I OJ L 52 of 28.2.1974. 
2 Bull. EC 11-1975, point 2201. 
3 Bull. EC 2-1976, point 2204. 
31 
Economic, monetary and financial policy 
view that the trends observed in recent months 
and the latest business surveys substantially con-
firm the outlook for 1976 set out in the 'Annual 
Report on the Economic Situation in the Corn-
m unity' 1 and that the general pattern of the 
economic policy guidelines contained in that Re-
port is still valid. The main task is to consolidate 
the upturn by: 
(i) ensuring strict and prompt implementation of 
the measures already decided upon to stimulate 
economic activity and, where necessary, prolong-
ing the application of certain measures so as to 
avoid interruptions to the economic recovery; 
(ii) making further progress in combating infla-
tion and curbing the rise in wage costs, an essen-
tial move particularly in those Member States 
with little room for manreuvre in the field of bal-
ance-of-payments and budgetary policy, i.e. Ire-
land, Italy and the United Kingdom. 
The Commission's view is that, in spite of the 
good prospects for a gradual economic upturn in 
the Community, uncertainty and concern about 
economic policies will continue in all Member 
States in 1976. The most important task will be 
to set the stage for as rapid an improvement as 
possible in the employment situation and for sus-
tained economic growth without generating 
renewed bouts of inflation. 
Given the continuing uncertainty as to the 
strength of the economic upturn, budgetary pol-
icy should go on sustaining economic activity, by 
ensuring that the budget deficits are not reduced 
at an unduly rapid rate and that the expansion in 
public-sector investment continues. Monetary 
policy should also encourage sustained economic 
recovery. However, given that there is so far no 
reason to question the forecasts of continuing in-
flation, the expansion of liquidity in the Member 
States should be kept within narrowly defined 
limits. 
If there is to be steady economic growth and a 
high level of employment, job-creating invest-
ment must be stepped up considerably. In this 
connection, it is essential that firms' profitability 
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improve. Rather than through price increases, 
this should be achieved by productivity gains re-
sulting from economic growth and from a more 
moderate rate of growth of costs of production. 
In this connection, the upward movement in 
consumer prices must be slowed down further to 
prevent the moderation in the rise in money 
wages from exerting a contractionary effect on 
consumer demand in real terms. This means that 
the upward tendency of prices must be strictly 
controlled. The planned increase in indirect taxes 
in a number of Member States should, where 
possible, be disregarded in any wage settlements 
so as to prevent chain reactions. Furthermore, a j 
narrowing of the difference in price trends be- ~ 
tween member countries would prevent distur-
bances between the 'snake' currencies and would 
facilitate the coordination of monetary policies. If 
the external values of the Community currencies 
were kept as strong as possible, this would make 
an effective contribution to preventing rising im-
port prices and world commodity prices from jeo-
pardizing the progress made with difficulty on 
the price stabilization front. 
Overall management of the economy should be 
supplemented by measures under employment 
and social policy. Selective measures in the fields 
of basic and further training should in particular 
help to reduce the high level of unemployment, 
particularly among young people, which is giving 
cause for concern; for this purpose, increased use 
should also be made of the Community resources 
available under regional, social and structural pol-
icy. In the current economic situation and also in 
the medium-term view, it would seem essential 
to achieve greater consensus between manage-
ments and unions on income targets and the 
economic policy conditions for achieving these 41 targets so as to overcome as quickly as possible ~ 
the effects of the deep recession which has just 
ended, to resolve the resulting adjustment prob- • 
lems and to put an end to the disputes concern-
ing the distribution of income. It is only by joint 
I OJ C 297 of 29.12.1975. 
Bull. EC 3-1976 
Economic, monetary and financial policy 
efforts to promote confidence that the expansion-
ary factors leading to the creation of new jobs can 
be strengthened and the upward movement in 
prices slowed down further. 
The continuation of the dialogue between the 
two sides of industry, which was launched at the 
Tripartite Conference1 in 1975 between represen-
tatives of the employers' and workers' organiza-
tions, Member States' Ministers of Economic and 
Social Affairs and the Commission, could make 
an important contribution to strengthening the 
economic situation and restoring the confidence 
of firms and consumers in the Community's 
economic future. 
Monetary Committee 
2210. The Monetary Committee held its 215th 
meeting in Brussels on 31 March with Mr Pohl 
in the chair. After its customary reviews of the 
monetary policy measures recently adopted by 
the member countries, it discussed the work of 
the Financial Affairs Commission of the Confer-
ence on International Economic Cooperation. Fi-
nally, it examined the methods used in Member 
States to determine quotations on the exchange 
markets. 
In the middle of March, the Committee also 
adopted, by written procedure, a Report on its 
activities during 1975, the seventeenth annual 
Report. This document, which has been forward-
ed to the Commission and to the Council, will be 
published in the Official Journal of the Commu-
nities. 
In addition, the Working Party on securities Mar-
kets met in Brussels on 1 and 2 March. It first re-
viewed the situation on the international bond 
markets and the national capital markets (fourth 
quarter of 1975), and then discussed, on the basis 
of a document prepared by the Commission's de-
partments, the progress made in liberalizing 
transactions in securities. 
Bull. EC 3-1976 
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Economic Policy Committee 
2211. The Economic Policy Committee held its 
28th and 29th meetings in Brussels in March. 
On 8 March, in its reduced budgets composition 
and with Mr Middelhoek in the chair, the Corn-
mittee discussed the maximum rate of increase 
in the non-compulsory expenditure under the 
Communities' budget for 1977 and adopted on 
this subject an Opinion to be delivered to the 
Commission. It also took note of the revised 
three-yearly financial forecasts for the budget. Fi-
nally, it agreed to hold a seminar in Copenhagen 
in September at which the methods of medium-
term budgetary forecasting used in Member 
States would be examined. 
On 16 and 17 March, in its reduced medium-
term composition and with Mr Maldague in the 
chair, the Committee adopted, on the basis of a 
document prepared by the Commission's depart-
ments, the general layout and detailed contents 
of the chapters of the preliminary draft of the 
fourth medium-term economic policy programme 
to be adopted before the summer. 
In addition, the Working Party on Public Finance 
met in Brussels on 26 March. It pursued its work 
on the effectiveness of budgetary measures and 
on the formulation of structural budget bench-
marks. 
Working Party on the Comparison of Budgets 
2212. The Working Party on the Comparison of 
Budgets met in Brussels on 9 March to discuss 
the situation with regard to the replies received 
to a questionnaire supplementing an ESA 2 ques-
tionnaire designed to elicit statistics on public fi-
nance in Member States presented according to a 
layout the Working Party had devised. It then 
examined the IMF and UN drafts on the prepa-
ration at international level of comparable statis-
1 Bull. EC 11-1975, points 1201 to 1205. 
2 European System of Integrated Economic Accounts. 
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tical frameworks for public fmance which will be 
discussed at the two meetings to be held by the 
two organization~ during 1976. 
* 
2213. At its session from 8 to 12 March,1 the 
Parliament passed a Resolution on the 'Commu-
nity of stability and growth' and delivered its 
Opinion on the Commission proposal concerning 
the establishment of a European Communities 
Institute for Economic Analysis and Research. 
The Economic and Social Committee2 also deliver-
ed an Opinion on this proposal at its meeting on 
31 March and 1 April. 
Regional policy 
Regional Policy Committee 
Meeting of the Committee 
2214. The Regional Policy Committee held its 
fourth meeting on 29 and 30 March. 
It discussed the types of infrastructure eligible for 
Community assistance under Article 4(1) (b) of 
the Council Regulation of 18 March 1975 estab-
lishing a European Regional Development 
Fund,3 namely infrastructures directly linked 
with the development of industrial, handicraft or 
service activities. 
The Committee also began examination of the 
problem of border regions along the Commu-
nity's internal frontiers, which will also be on the 
agenda of the next meeting, to be held on 29 and 
30 June. The Committee then adopted a decision 
on a third batch of infrastructure investment pro-
jects of ten million units of account or more, and 
embarked on the task of assessing the cost of re-
gional aids in Member States. 
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During the first quarter of the year, the Chair-
man of the Committee met the representative of 
workers' and employers' organizations in Europe. 
Outline for regional development programmes 
2215. The outline for regional development pro-
grammes provided for in the Council Regulation 
of 18 March 19753 establishing a European Re-
gional Development Fund (ERDF) has been pub-
lished in the Official Journal.4 In October 1975,5 
the Regional Policy Committee had adopted an 
outline for the regional development programmes 
as required by the above Regulation. 
Under this Regulation, the Fund can grant assis-
tance only where development programmes have 
been drawn up for all regions. 
The regional development programmes must 
have five chapters: 
1. A detailed economic and social analysis to-
gether with a description, based on past exper-
ience, of probable economic and social develop-
ments until 1979-80; 
2. Development targets should be specified, 
with emphasis being placed on the level of em-
ployment, the level of income, the infrastructure 
and the various economic activities of the region; 
3. The development measures envisaged in or-
der to attain the targets indicated should also be 
specified; 
4. The financial resources to be allocated to the 
development programmes (resources and types of 
financing); 
5. An implementation schedule. 
The first development programmes will be ready 
in 1976. 
I Point 2415. 
Point 2450. 
OJ L 73 of 21.3.1975. 
4 OJ C 69 of 24.3.1976. 
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2216. At its meeting on 31 March and 1 April, 
the Economic and Social Committee delivered an 
Opinion on the regional policy. 1 
Social policy 
'Social report' 1975 
2217. On 16 March the Commission approved 
the Report on the Development of the Social Si-
tuation in the Community in 1975, published in 
conjunction with the Ninth General Report on 
the Activities of the European Communities (in 
accordance with Article 122 of the EEC Treaty). 
This year as in the past this report sums up achieve-
ments to date and outlines future developments 
in the Community social policy.2 
Freedom of movement and social security 
for migrant workers 
2218. The Advisory Committee on Freedom of 
Movement for Workers met in Brussels on 16 
March. Most of the meeting was devoted to dis-
cussing a preliminary draft Commission proposal 
on the protection of migrant workers and coordi-
nation of preventive and punitive measures 
against illegal immigration. 3 
As regards choice of the legal instrument to be 
used, there was a majority in favour of a recom-
mendation. Discussion centred on the possibility 
of establishing adequate control of immigration 
from outside the Community, setting up a pro-
cedure of appeal against expulsion decisions and 
in certain cases adopting measures to legalize de 
facto situations. 
In considering the application of Community pro-
visions, the Commission stressed the need for 
national authorities to take without delay the 
measures needed to conform with Court judg-
ments on equality of treatment in the field of 
study grants and other social benefits.4 
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2219. On 9 and 10 March the Audit Board at-
tached to the Administrative Commission on Social 
Security for Migrant Workers considered the results 
of meetings held in December 19755 with the re-
presentatives of the original Member States to 
settle outstanding claims between social security 
institutions of the Member States and concerning 
the application of repealed Community Regula-
tions Nos 3 and 4. It seems that it will be pos-
sible to observe the deadlines set and the Com-
mission staff are doing their best to find answers 
to problems still to be solved by the Member 
States. 
The meeting also dealt with questions in abey-
ance (of a financial or technical nature) regarding 
the application of Community regulations, parti-
cularly the conclusion of agreements between 
Member States pursuant to these regulations, and 
certain methodological problems connected with 
fixing the amounts to be reimbursed. 
Social Fund, re-employment and retraining 
2220. The Social Fund Advisory Committee met 
on 26 March in Brussels and examined over fifty 
applications for assistance submitted by the 
Member States. The applications concerned the 
retraining of agricultural and textile workers, mi-
grant workers and young people under twenty-
five (Article 4), unemployed or underemployed 
workers in less-developed regions of the Commu-
nity (Article 5), and the training of workers to 
meet the requirements created by technical and 
industrial progress and rehabilitation of the 
handicapped. 
1 Point 2451. 
2 Points 1201 to 1215. 
3 Bull. EC 2-1975, point 2210 and 12-1975, point 2218. 
4 Bull. EC 9-1975, point 2242 and 12-1975, point 2218. 
5 Bull. EC 12-1975, point 2219. 
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2221. On 3 March, the· Commission decided to 
aid a number of 'pilot projects' in the field of vo-
cational training as a preliminary to Social Fund 
intervention. 
Social security and social action 
2222. On 4 and 5 March a fact-finding and con-
sultative meeting was held with the two sides of 
industry on problems connected with the adjust-
ment of social security benefits to income trends. 
2223. To implement the campaign against pov-
erty, 1 a first consultative meeting was held on 18 
and 19 March with government and independent 
experts and representatives of labour and man-
agement. Reports outlining the programme to 
be carried out in connection with the pilot pro-
jects were presented to them. 
European social budget 
2224. The group of experts responsible for wor-
king out forecasting methods for social expenditure 
and its financing met on 18 March. The group re-
viewed methods used in the various countries to 
estimate the trend of benefits in kind; it was fur-
ther decided to extend research to unemployment 
benefits and old age pensions. 
* 
2225. At its meeting on 31 March and 1 April 
the Economic and Social Committee2 gave its 
Opinion on the Commission's Communication to 
the Council of December 1975 3 on the European 
social budget. 
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Living and working conditions 
Road transport 
2226. The Commission presented to the Coun-
cil a proposal for a regulation on the harmoniza-
tion of certain social provisions in the field of 
road transport. The new text, proposed after con-
sultation with the two sides of industry, is in-
tended to replace the Regulation of 25 March 
19694 and will in particular introduce a number 
of improvements in the working conditions of 
coach and lorry drivers. 5 
Housing 
2227. Under the fifth and sixth programmes of 
financial aid for low-cost housing for workers in 
the ECSC industries, the Commission has ap-
proved the following projects: Belgium (iron and 
steel): 38 dwellings (Bfrs 11 970 000); France (iron 
and steel): 58 dwellings (FF 696 000). The Com-
mission has also approved the following projects: 
Luxembourg (iron and steel): 71 dwellings (Lfrs 
43 937 000); Italy (iron and steel): 72 dwellings 
(Lit. 580 000 000) as part of the first and second 
instalments of the seventh programme. Lastly, as 
part of the first instalment of the eighth pro-
gramme, the Commission decided to grant a loan 1 
to the Netherlands (iron and steel) of Fl. 2 000 000 
for the construction of 400 dwellings. 
2228. Pursuant to the social action programme 
for the vocational readaptation of handicapped 
persons - elimination of architectural obstacles 
to mobility - the Commission has approved a 
commitment of 450 000 u.a. This Community fi-
nancial contribution should make it possible to 
carry out pilot projects intended to make existing 
normal accommodation accessible to physically 
handicapped persons and five pilot studies on 
Bull. EC 1-1975, point 2217 and 7/8-1975, point 2231. 
Point 2448. 
Bull. EC 12-1975, point 2225. 
4 OJ L 77 of 29.3.1969. 
5 Point 2296. 
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certain specific technical problems concerning ac-
commodation for handicapped persons. 
Industrial relations 
2229. At the plenary meeting of the Joint Com-
mittee on Social Problems in Sea Fishing held in 
Brussels on 24 March, the representative of Dr 
Hillery recalled the original measures proposed by 
the Commission to resolve the structural crisis in 
the sea fishing industry and stressed the need for 
associated social measures prepared in close col-
laboration with the representatives of shipowners 
and fishermen in order to achieve a modernized 
Community fishing industry under reasonable 
social conditions. 
The representatives of shipowners and fishermen 
were unanimous in their view that it was a mat-
ter of urgency to adopt social and economic 
measures to alleviate the immediate conse-
quences of the economic crisis. They insisted on 
the need for top-level concerted action between 
the Commission and the industry. 
Further, the shipowners' and fishermen's organi-
zations decided to set up a 'European Sea Fish-
~ eries Training Office' which should reinforce co-operation in this field at Community level and in-crease the effectiveness of individual national ef-forts. 
Health protection 
2230. The CommissiQn decided to grant aid 
amounting to 205 050. EUA to finance four re-
search projects in the campaign against pollution 
in the iron and steel industry. Further, following the 
favourable opinion of the ECSC Consultative 
Committee and the Council's assent - it granted 
aid of 585 635 EUA to finance five. research pro-
jects on sqfety in the coa/mining industry. 
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2231. Seventy-one miners from the member 
countries attended information sessions on Com-
munity action on safety and health in coalmin-
ing, organized by the Mines Safety and Health 
Commission and the joint Italian trade union of 
chemical workers and miners in Follonica, Italy 
on 16 to 18 March. The main conclusions reach-
ed were as follows: 
(i) a systematic study needed to be made ur-
gently on the structures that would enable trade 
union organizations to assist in preventing indus-
trial diseases and injury and to have available 
common methods to assess the local factors; 
(ii) the Community should be more concerned 
with the prevention problem in iron-ore mines. 
2232. On 15 and 16 March there was a meeting 
in Luxembourg of about forty heads of radiation 
protection departments in the main nuclear pow-
er stations in the Member States, Austria and 
Switzerland. Most of the meeting was devoted to 
examining plant structure and the organization of 
personnel carrying out inspection, maintenance 
and repair work in the controlle<J a(ea of nuclear 
power stations. The meeting also considered, in 
the light of experience gained in nuclear power 
stations already in service, the requirements 
which must be met, as regards construction and 
equipment, by approaches to the controlled area. 
Environment and 
protection of consumers 
Second action programme on the environment · 
2233. On 24 March the Commission presented 
a new European Community action programme 
on the environment to the Council.1 (This is the 
second of its kind: the first was adopted by the 
I Points 1301 to 1303. 
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Council in November 1973.).1t is accompanied by 
a draft resolution on the continuation and imple-
mentation of a European Community policy and 
action programme on the environment. 
The Community and the Conference of 
Environment Ministers of the member countries 
of the Council of Europe 
2234. The Community was represented at the 
meeting of Environment Ministers of the mem-
ber countries of the Council of Europe held in 
Brussels on 23 and 24 March. Mr Scarascia Mug-
nozza, Vice-President of the Commission, stress-
ed the Community's concern about environmen-
tal matters, pointing out, in particular, that the 
Commission had just presented the second Com-
munity action programme in this field to the 
Council. He emphasizt::d the need for an ecolog-
ical mapping system to integrate environmental 
data with physical planning of space usage in 
order to prevent regional imbalance between ur-
ban and rural areas caused by changes arising 
from the growth of industrial and agricultural 
production. 
Disposal of waste oils 
2235. A European Congress on waste oils (the 
first of its kind) was held in Brussels on 18 and 
19 March. Discussions centred on national legis-
lation on waste oils, their reclamation in the var-
ious Member States, the technical and economic 
aspects of reclamation and the swift application 
of the measures laid down in the Community 
directive adopted by the Council on 16 June 
1975.1 
This was the first Directive adopted under the 
first programme of action of the European Com-
munities on the environment and is designed to 
prevent environmental pollution resulting from 
the uncontrolled disposal of waste oils and to en-
sure that as much of this valuable raw material 
as possible is recycled as part of the efficient 
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management of waste and of a Community en-
ergy supply policy. 
Consumer protection 
Members of parliament hold talks in Brussels 
2236. Some twenty members of national parlia-
ments (from all nine Community countries) with 
a special interest in consumer affairs met in Brus-
sels on 15 and 16 March on the initiative of Mr 
Scarascia Mugnozza, Vice-President of the Com-
mission. He briefed them on the objectives of the 
Community consumer protection programme and 
what the Community had already done to imple-
ment it. The group then discussed legisla-
tion-both in force and in the pipeline-on con-
sumer protection in the Member States before 
holding talks with a delegation from the Com-
munity Consumers' Consultative Committee. 
Consumers' Consultative Committee 
2237. The Consumers' Consultative Committee 
met in Brussels on 19 March. It decided to set up 
a working party to prepare its positions by coor-
dinating with the consumer representatives on 
the various Advisory Committees, to put it in a 
better position to act when agricultural prices are 
decided and the outcome of the common agricul-
tural policy reviewed. 
In conjunction with Commission departments 
the Committee examined possible follow-up ac-
tion on its opinion on the preliminary draft pro- ~ 
posal for a Directive on product liability. It contin-
ued its work on consumer prices and asked that 
the Statistical Office's price survey be supple- ~ 
mented by price comparisons for border regions. 1 
As to doorstep selling, the Committee came out 
in favour of regulating it to provide the best pos-
sible protection for consumers. Finally, it was 1 
decided to set up a working party to prepare the 
Committee's contribution to the work of Com-
mission staff relating to correspondence courses. 
1 
~ 1 Bull. EC 6-1975, point 2237. 
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Labelling of foodstuffs sumer. Intermediate products will be dealt with 
by a future proposal. 
2238. The Commission has forwarded to the 
Council a proposal for a Directive on the approx-
imation of the laws of the Member States relating Agricultural policy 
to the labelling, presentation and advertising of 
foodstuffs for sale to the final consumer. 
The adoption of this proposal, which was drawn 
up in close collaboration with experts from the 
Member States and with the trade and social or-
ganizations concerned, should bring about an ap-
preciable improvement in consumer protection 
throughout the Community. Harmonized legisla-
tion in this field will also help to ensure the free 
movement of goods in the best possible way. The 
Council had twice highlighted the importance of 
improving the labelling of foodstuffs, in its Reso-
lution of December 1973 1 on industrial policy and 
in its preliminary programme for a consumer pro-
tection and information policy adopted in April 
1975.2 
Under the consumer protection section of the 
proposal it is forbidden to mislead the buyer and 
the most serious cases of deception are more ac-
curately defined. 
In the consumer information section the proposal 
lists certain information which must be given on 
the label. This information will tell consumers 
exactly what they are about to buy and enable 
them to use it correctly. The following informa-
tion is required: 
(1) the composition of the product (list of ingre-
dients); 
(2) if a particular ingredient is emphasized, its 
percentage; 
(3) the 'use by' date must be given 'in clear', 
i.e., the date, in uncoded form, until when food-
stuff can be safely consumed and keeps its spe-
cific properties. 
The Commission proposes to limit the scope of 
the Directive initially to foodstuffs (prepackaged 
or otherwise) for sale unaltered to the final con-
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2239. An average price rise of 7. 7 % , an end to 
the Franco-Italian wine war and measures to re-
duce structural surpluses in the milk and wine 
sectors are the main points of the 1976177 farm 
price package. The package, agreed by the Coun-
cil early in the morning of 6 March after a four-
day meeting, also contains a series of cuts in 
monetary compensatory amounts. 
The outcome of the price fixing was close to the 
Commission's original proposal,3 made on 10 De-
cember 1975: the average price rise for the Com-
munity of Nine awarded in units of account was 
7.7% compared with the proposal of approxima-
tely 7.5 %. But the devaluation of the green lira 
and the Irish green pound raised the average in 
national currencies from 5.8% to 7.9% with a 
consequent increase in the effect on the cost of 
living from 0.6% to 0.8%. The economic back-
ground to the Council's discussions was one of 
continued inflation in several Member States, of 
both wages and the cost of agricultural imputs, 
and renewed disturbances for the pound and the 
lira on foreign exchange markets. In the three 
months that the price proposals were before the 
Council, the value of the lira fell by 15%; the 
value of the pound fell by 4 % in the first two 
weeks of March. In addition to these economic 
factors, there were steadily rising stocks of skim-
med-milk powder (1.2 million tonnes at the be-
ginning of March) and increasingly serious con-
frontations between the French authorities and 
French wine growers. 
I OJ C 117 of 31.12.1973. 
2 Bull. EC 4-1975, point 2234 and OJ C 92 of 25.4.1975. 
3 Bull. EC 12-1975, points 1401 to 1409. 
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Application in the first weeks of 1976 of the im-
proved 'objective method' of calculation-the 
Commission's indicator of the need for farm 
price rises-showed that inflation was proceeding 
unevenly in the Member States. On the eve of 
the price fixing, the need for an average price rise 
ranged from 4.1 % to 9.5 %. The upper figure 
was obtained by excluding Italy from the calcu-
lation because of the prise rises already received 
through devaluations of fhe green lira. 
Following the Council decisions the range of av-
erage price rises received in national currencies 
extended from 4.9% for Germany to 13.0% for 
Italy, after allowing for monetary measures (see 
Table 2). 
The price package (see Table 3) will not require 
a supplementary budget. Finance will, however, 
be needed to pay for the extra food aid (145 000 
tonnes of skimmed-milk powder) agreed in the 
Table 2 -Effect on farmers 
and consumers of the 1976177 
farm price rises 
Increase in price Effect 
Member State to fanners on consumer in national prices 
currencies ( %) (%) 
Belgium + 7.2 +0.8 
Denmark + 7.9 +0.9 
France I + 6.3 +0.6 
FR Germany + 4.9 + 0.5 
Ireland +10.0 + 1.8 
Italy +13.0 + 2.0 
Luxembourg + 7.1 +1.1 
Netherlands + 7.3 +0.6 
United Kingdom + 8.0 +0.9 
• Taluna account of the devaluation of the French franc, the f11ures would be 
7.8% and 0.7 %. 
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package and also for the monetary compensatory 
amounts resulting from the fall of the lira and 
sterling. Another possible reason for extra finance 
could be changes in markets due to cyclical 
movements. 
Besides prices for 1976177, the package contains 
a number of new regulations-and commitments 
to future action-aimed at restoring market 
equilibrium in certain sectors. They are mainly 
concerned with areas of structural surplus, such 
as milk and wine, but the Council has also 
agreed to make important changes in the cereals 
markets. 
Compulsory purchases of skimmed-milk powder 
2240. Part of the package aimed at increasing 
the demand for skimmed-milk powder is the 
scheme for the compulsory purchase of 400 000 
tonnes of powder for use in animal feeding- ~ 
stuffs-other than for calves. The scheme• will 1 
last until 31 October and, during its seven 
months of operation, importers and producers of 
vegetable protein will pay a deposit which can be 
redeemed only after the purchase of denatured 
skimmed-milk powder from intervention stocks. 
At the same time the Council has approved pri-
vate storage aid for 250 000 tonnes of vegetable 
protein, the storage costs to be met by the 
EAGGF. 
In addition, the quantity of skimmed-milk pow-
der to be supplied to the food aid programme in 
1976 will be 200 000 tonnes instead of 55 000 
tonnes as initially planned. 
Also aimed at increasing the demand for dairy 
produce is the decision to promote school milk 
schemes, increase the permitted levels of 
EAGGF contributions to the consumer subsidy 
for butter and raise the authorized level of this 
subsidy, and increase payments to encourage the 
use of liquid and powdered skimmed milk as 
feed. 
I OJ L 67 of 15.3.1976. 
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The Council has undertaken to decide this sum-
mer on measures to reduce surpluses of milk 
products: before 31 July it will decide on a non-
marketing premium for milk and before 1 Sep-
tember on a system by which milk producers par-
ticipate in the cost of organizing the milk and 
milk products market. Further, the Commission 
will look into the question of continuing sales of 
butter at reduced prices to certain categories of 
consumers, as well as the question of butter sub-
sidies; if necessary, proposals on the matter will 
be submitted before 1 May 1976. 
The Council did, however, decide as part of the 
package to reduce the rise in the skimmed-milk 
powder intervention price with a consequent ef-
fect on the rise in the support price for milk. The 
Council increased the target price for milk by 
7.5% (against the Commission proposal of 6.5 %) 
but the support price will rise by only 5.8 %. 
Also agreed in the package was the Commission 
proposal of November 19751 on the fat content of 
whole milk intended for consumption as liquid, 
which will be 3.5% from 1 October 1976. At the 
same time the Council undertook to issue regu-
lations on the quality and marketing of milk, and 
on health and hygiene, before 1 April 1977. 
These three groups of regulations will be a con-
siderable step towards extending the common or-
ganization of the markets to liquid milk. 
End of the wine war 
2241. The 'wine war' between France and 
ltaly2 was ended as part of the package. The 
French border tax of 12% on Italian wine im-
ports will end on 1 April and a special four-month 
distillation scheme aimed at withdrawing 4 mil-
lion hectolitres of wine from the market (2.8 % of 
a year's production in the Community) at a price 
of 1.4 u. a. per degree/hi will start from the same 
date. 3 This special distillation is intended to raise 
the market price of wine, in particular in Italy, by 
r offering an incentive for a certain quantity to be 
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distilled rather than offered on the market. Fur-
thermore the French government has been 
authorized4 to pay a national subsidy for three years 
to certain full-time wine producers (the amount 
of the subsidy not to exceed FF 1 per degree/hi). 
Optional preventive distillation operations will be 
organized, as from the 1976177 harvest year, to 
provide a voluntary market regulator at the be-
ginning of each harvest year (September). The 
buying-in price will be flxed on a sliding scale 
ranging from 68 % of the guide price for table 
wines of type A I in 1976 to 55% for the 1979 
harvest. This measure will be backed up by a 
further obligatory distillation of wine by-prod-
ucts-the price again flxed on a sliding 
scale-which will have the double effect of re-
ducing the supply of wine and improving its 
quality. Another measure will reduce the market 
risks involved in signing long-term storage con-
tracts. 
Two other measures, aimed at reducing the 
supply of wine in the long-term, were also ap-
proved by the Council. The flrst is a two-year 
ban on the planting of new vines from 1 Decem-
ber 1976, except in certain clearly defined cases. 
The second 5 is a premium of 1 000 u.a./ha or 
I 500 u.a./ha for the grubbing up of vines on 
condition that replacement vines are not planted 
on the same land within a given number of 
years. Other measures aimed at improving wine 
quality will also have the effect of reducing sup-
plies. 
Changes in the cereals market 
2242. The Commission had proposed that 
1976177 should be a transition year leading to 
considerable changes in the organization of the 
I Bull. EC 11-1975, point 2231. 
2 Bull. EC 9-1975, point 2220. 
3 OJ L 67 and L 69 of 15.3.1976. 
4 OJ L 72 of 18.3.1976. 
5 Bull. EC 10-1975, point 2233. 
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cereals market. The proposal was to fiX a single 
intervention price for all feed grains and a com-
mon target price for maize and barley from the 
start of the 1977/78 crop year. For 1976177, it 
was proposed to make a start on the alignment 
of prices. 
The Council accepted that the market system 
proposed by the Commission would become ef-
fective from the start of 1977/78, but changed 
several details for the transition year 1976/77. 
One of the changes was that the intervention 
price for wheat should reflect its value for bread-
making (131 u.a. per tonne) but that the price for 
fodder wheat should be reduced by 15 u.a. per 
tonne ( a reduction of 11 % for 1976177). 
In addition to these changes regionalized inter-
vention prices for wheat will be abolished with 
effect from the start of 1976/77. The Council also 
decided to amend the system of aid to producers 
of durum wheat; this aid will henceforth be 
granted on the basis of areas sown and will vary 
from region to region. 
Decisions concerning other vegetable products 
2243. In the sugar sector, the Commission pro-
posals for reducing the size of the supplementary 
quota, raising the levy on the supplementary 
quota to 30 % of the inte~ention price .a~d for 
taking over the cost relatmg to the m1mmum 
stock to be held by producers were approved. 
2244. In the fruit and vegetable sector, the Coun-
cil-to modernize fruit production-supported 
the Commission proposal for a grubbing up 
premium for certain varieties of apples and pears 
as a way to reduce supply in the long term. 
The deadline for submitting grubbing up applica-
tions was fixed at 1 November 1976. With res-
pect to citrus fruit, the Council fixed financial 
compensation for oranges, mandarins and cle-
mentines at 8 % (instead of the proposed 4 % ); 
for lemons, the financial compensation in the 
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1976177 marketing year was maintained and is 
8% higher than that fixed for 1975/76. 
Beef and veal 
2245. The Council decided 1 on conditions for 
the suspension of permanent intervention for 
beef and veal in the 1976/77 marketing year. 
Buying-in of beef in some regions of the C~m­
munity can now be suspended totally or partially 
when the market price in the regions concerned 
rises to or exceeds 95 % of the guide price for a 
certain period (perhaps two consecutive weeks). 
The Council also widened slightly the gap be-
tween the guide price and the intervention price. 
The Commission proposal that beef and calf 
premium schemes should end at the close of the 
1975/76 year was amended. The Council renew-
ed, for a further year, permission for the pre-
mium on fat cattle ready for slaughter and for 
calves 2 but, in the case of the premium for fat 
cattle, it introduced stricter controls. 
Monetary package 
2246. New 'green' exchange rates were adopted 
in six Member States as part of the price package 
and, as a result, monetary compensatory amounts 
were reduced. 3 
In Germany, monetary compensatory amounts 
were reduced by 2.5 points, in Benelux by 0.6 ~ 
points, in Italy by 0.6 points and in I!eland by 2 
points. The new rates became applicable from 
15 March for beef, pigmeat and milk and milk 1 
products and from the beginning of their crop 
years for other products. In Italy and Ireland the , 
effect of the monetary changes will be to increa'!e 
further the prices received by producers (see 
Table 2) whereas it will have the opposite effect in 
Germany and the Benelux. 
I OJ L 67 of 15.3.1976. 
OJ L 74 of 20.3.1976. 
OJ L 67 and L 68 of 15.3.1976. 
1 Bull. EC 3-1976 
Table 3 - Prices and amounts 
Amounts fiXed in March 1976 
1975176 Variation Period of 
Product Nature of prices or amounts amounts % change application 
u.a./tonne u.a./tonne 1976/77 of prices 
on 1975/76 fiXed 
I 2 3 4 5 6 
Durum Target price 207.33 218.80 5.5 1.8.76- 31.7.77 
wheat Single intervention price 190.53 202.00 6.0 
Minimum guaranteed producer 
price (wholesale) 215.45 
- -
Aid 24.92 0-21-50 u.a./ha -
Common Target price 139.44 152.00 9.0 1.8.76- 31.7.77 
wheat Basic intervention price 125.93 - -
Single intervention price for common 
wheat of bread-making quality - 131.00 -
Barley Target price 126.99 137.80 8.5 1.8.76- 31.7.77 
Single intervention price 110.96 116.00 4.5 
Rye Target price 1'38.74 149.15 7.5 1.8.76- 31.7.77 
Single intervention price 119.76 124.00 3.5 
Maize Target price 126.41 137.80 9.0 1.8.76- 31.7.77 
Single intervention price 103.43 112.20 8.5 
Rice Target price for husked rice 261.03 284.52 9.0 1.9.76- 31.8.77 
Intervention price for paddy rice 154.87 164.16 6.0 
Sugar Minimum price for sugar beet 22.75 24.57 8.0 1.7.76- 30.6.77 
Target price for white sugar 320.50 348.70 8.0 
Intervention price for white sugar 304.50 331.40 8.0 
Olive Producer target price 1850.00 1850.00 o.o' 1.11. 76 - 31.10. 77 
oil Market guide price 1499.60 1448.90 -3.4 
Intervention price 1 427.10 1 376.40 -3.5 
Oilseeds Norm price for soya beans 261.10 285.00 9.0 1.11.76-31.10.77 
Target price 
• Colza and rape seed 255.30 275.70 8.0 1.7.76- 30.6.77 
• Sunflower seed 265.10 286.30 8.0 1.9. 76- 31.8. 77 
Basic intervention price 
• Colza and rape seed 247.90 267.70 8.0 1.7.76- 30.6.77 
• Sunflower seed 257.40 278.00 8.0 1.9.76- 31.8.77 
t Amounts fixed m March 1976 
1975176 Variat•on Period of 
Product Nature of prices or amounts amounts 96 change application 
u.a./tonne u.a /tonne 1976177 of pnces 
on 1975176 fixed 
I 2 3 4 5 6 
Dehydrated Fixed aid 8.00 9.00 - 1.4. 76 - 31.3. 77 
fodder ~ehydrated potatoes 
1.7. 76- 30.6. 77 
Cotton Fixed aid (per ha) 96.00 103.20 - 1.8. 76- 31. 7. 77 
seed 
Aax and !Norm price for linseed - 290.00 - 1.8.76- 31.7.77 
hemp? Fixed aid (per ha) 
• Flax 188.152 188.15 2 -
• Hemp 161.90 174.04 
Seeds Aid (per 100 kg) 
• Monoecious hemp 7.00 8.00 - 1.7.76- 30.6.77 
• Fibre flax 12.00 13.00 -
• Grasses 11 to 31 10 to 31 -
• Legumes 5 to 25 4 to 25 -
Table wine: 
Type R I Guide price 1.84 1.96 6.5 16.12.76- 15.12.77 
Type R II (per degree/hi or per hi according 1.84 1.96 6.5 
Type RIll to type) 28.71 30.58 6.5 
Type A I 1.73 1.84 6.5 
Type A II 38.26 40.75 6.5 
Type A II 43.69 46.53 6.5 
Raw tobacco Norm price 3 3 ±5.0 1.1.76-31.12.76 
Intervention price (average) 
Fruit and Basic price 4 4 8.0 except apples 1976- 1977 
4 
vegetables Buying-in price and pears 4.0 4 
MiJk5 Target price for milk 149.20 155.90 162.90 167.60 4.5 7.5 15.3. 76 - 31.3. 77 
Intervention price 
• for butter 6, 7 1 946.30 2 095.80 2 180.80 2 238.00 4.1 6.8 
• For skimmed-milk powder 887.00 901.60 913.70 1.6 3.0 
• For cheese: 
- Grana padano 30 - 60 days 1 958.50 2 014.50 2 089.10 2137.90 3.7 6.1 
- Grana padano 6 months 2 308.30 2 367.40 2 506.90 2 558.40 5.9 8.1 
- Parmigiano-Reggiano 6 months 2 500.30 2 559.40 2 718.10 2 769.60 6.2 8.2 
Amounts ftxed in March 1976 
1975/76 Variation Period of 
Product Nature of prices or amounts amounts % chan&e application 
u.a./tonne u.a./tonne 1976/77 of prices 
on 1975/76 ftxed 
I 2 3 4 5 6 
Beef Guide price for adult bovine 1099.40 1 187.40 8.0 15.3.76- 3.4.77 
and veal animals (live weight) 
Guide price for calves 1 287.40 1 390.40 8.0 
(live weight) 
Pigmeat Basic price (carcasses) 1060.00 1 144.80 8.0 15.3. 76- 31.10.77 
Silkworms, Aid per box of silkworms' eggs 36.50 40.00 - 1.4.76- 31.3.77 
Aid for recognized producer 
groups (per box) - 15.00 -
• Owins to the devaluation of the agricultural lira, for Italy there is an increase of about 6 % in the producer target price, about 2 % in the market target price and mtervention 
price and 21 % in production aid. 
' Until 1975176 aid was ftxed for seed flax and fibre flax. From 1976177, aid will be ftxed solely for fibre flax. However, • transitional aid measure for seed flax was decided 
on for the 1976177 marketins year. 
' Nineteen varieties of tobacco the prices for which apply to the harvest in the calendar year. 
• Products hsted in Annex 11 to the Council Regulation of 18 May 1972 and different periods accordins to product. 
Cauliflowers : 1.5.1976 to 30.4.1977 Lemons : 1.6.1976 to 31.5.1977 Apples 1.8.1976 to 31.5.1977 
Tomatoes : 1.6.1976 to 30.11.1976 Pears : 1.7.1976 to 304.1977 Mandarins 16.11.1976 to 28.2.1977 
Peaches : 1.6.1976 to 30.9.1976 Table grapes : 1.8.1976 to 31.10.1976 Sweet oranses : 1.12.1976 to 30.4.1977 
Financial compensation, intended to promote the disposal of the Community production of citrus fruits on the importins Community markets, IS increased by 8% over 1975/76 
for oranses. mandarins, clementines and lemons. 
s In this sector in 1975/76, except for skimmed-ntilk powder, two periods of application from 3.3.1975 to 15.9.1975 and from 16.9.1975 to 14.3.1976; in 1976177 two periods for 
all products from 15.3.1976 and fl<'m 16.9 1976. The 1976177 increase is calculated by reference to the second period of the 1975176 marketins year. 
• Consumer subsidY for butter of 45 u.a./100 q (includins 9.25 u.a. borne by the EAGGF) in 1975176 until 30 April 1976; in 1976177 maximum 50 u.a./100 ks (includins a max-
imum of 16.25 u.a. borne by the EAGGF). In 1976/77 subsidies will be maintained for skimmed-milk powder for animal feed (between 33 and 43 u.a./100 kg} and for liquid skimmed 
milk for an1mal feed. 
' Differentiated prices and amounts for the new Member States: 
Flax aid u.a./ha - United Kinsdom 1975176: 128.20; 1976177: 143.20. 
3.3.1975 16.9.1975 15.3.1975 16.9.1975 
Butter intervention price u.a./tonne United K.tnsdom : I 369.90 I 475 40 I 723.60 I 766.20 
Ireland I 841.40 I 983.20 2 103.50 2 160.30 
Adult bovine animals guide price u.a./tonne United Kinsdom and Ireland 1975176: 975.50; 1976/77: I 098 10 
Calves guide price u.a./tonne United Kinsdom and Ireland 1975/76: I 142.10; 1976177: I 285.70. 
NB. The aid for the 1974 hop harvest ransed from 100 to 750 u.a./ha dependins on the variety. 
For the fuhery sector, prices differ for each product listed in the Council Regulation of 20 October 1970. In December 1975, (guide) prices were fixed for the products listed in 
Annex 1 A and C to that Regulation, (guide) prices for the products listed in Annex 11 to that Regulation; intervention prices and Community producer prices were also fixed for 
the 1976 marketins year. Intervention prices for sardines and anchovies are automatically 45% of the guide prices. 
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Agricultural policy 
Measures linked with the 
monetary situation 
2247. The major events in March were the 
entry into force of the new Council Regulation 
on the exchange rates to be applied in agricul-
ture,1 the withdrawal of the French franc from the 
Community snake and the considerable specula-
tion during the week from 15 to 19 March. 
2248. The new representative rates will apply 
from the beginning of the marketing years,2 ex-
cept for eggs and poultry and ovalbumin and lac-
talbumin, for which the rates will apply from 
1 August 1976. They have applied since 15 
March for products not listed in Annex 11 to the 
Treaty and for products for which no marketing 
year is fixed. 
The Council Regulation on the exchange rates to 
be applied in agriculture also lays down that, for 
the countries whose currencies are floating, the 
average of the percentages used to calculate the 
monetary compensatory amounts must be reduc-
ed by 1.50 instead of 1.25 as was previously the 
case. 
Finally, to prevent the amounts fixed in units of 
account and not linked to the fixing of prices 
from resulting in a reduction in terms of the na-
tional currency in the countries which have reval-
ued their representative rate, the Council increas-
ed these amounts by 2.81 %. 
The detailed rules of application adopted 3 by the 
Commission concern in particular the 2.81% in-
crease referred to above, which relates solely to 
the amounts connected with the agricultural 
structures policy, and the reintroduction of m on-
etary compensatory amounts in trade between 
the United Kingdom and Ireland for products to 
which the new rates apply. 
2249. The withdrawal of the French franc from 
the Community snake on 15 March made it ne-
cessary to fix a new representative rate for that 
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currency-equal to that applicable prior to 
15 March-and to fix monetary compensatory 
amounts for France.4 Both measures came into 
effect on 25 March. The frrst increased common 
agricultural policy prices in France by 1.4 % . 
2250. Owing to the variations in the rates of the 
currencies on the exchange markets, the mone-
tary compensatory amounts had to be altered 
four times in March. 
Common market organization 
2251. The Council adopted measures concern- j 
ing olive oil and potatoes. The Commission im- 4 
plemented the price decisions for milk and milk 
products and beef and veal and the distillation 
measures for table wine. 
2252. Pending the general revision of the com-
mon organization of the market in olive oil, to be 
completed before 1 November 1976, the Council 
laid down5 special measures on 15 March, in par-
ticular for the determination of offers on the ~ 
world market and on the Greek market. The 
system of import levies has been changed; in cer-
tain cases, these levies will be fixed by tendering 
procedure. 
2253. On 12 March,6 pursuant to the Council 
Decisions of 29 October 1973 7 concerning special 
measures for soya beans for the 1975176 market-
ing year, the Commission fixed the average 
world market price for soya beans for that mar-
keting year and a target yield for soya beans har-
vested in the Community. These prices and yield 
result in aid for soya beans of 10.921 u.a./100 kg, 
OJ L 67 of 15.3.1976 and point 2246. 
See Table 3. 
OJ L68 of 15.3.1976. 
4 OJ L 79 of 25.3.1976. 
s OJ L 72 of 18.3.1976. 
6 OJ L 65 of 13.3.1976. 
7 OJ L 280 of 31.10.1975. 
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which applies to less than 3 000 tonnes of beans 
harvested during the 1975/76 marketing year. 
2254. In the sector of processed fruit and veg-
etables, the Commission adopted two regulations on 
the restriction of imports. 
On 2 March 1 a protective measure for tomato con-
centrates originating in Greece came into force. A 
system of minimum prices will from now on be 
applicable to products from Greece as has been 
the case for products from other countries since 
1 September 1975.2 There are large stocks in the 
Community and prices for Greek products-un-
der the preferential system provided for in the 
Association Agreement-were 60% to 70% of 
the minimum price to be observed by non-mem-
ber countries. By contrast, the restriction imposed 
by a protective measure in August 1974 concern-
ing imports of preserved mushrooms was eased ,3 
with effect from 1 April. 
2255. On 25 March,4 the Council decided to ex-
tend-until 15 April and 30 April 1976 respect-
ively-the total suspension of the autonomous 
Common Customs Tariff duties applicable to 
new and main-crop (ware) potatoes. 
2256. Following the Council's decisions on 
prices, the Commission has adopted several im-
plementing regulations in respect of milk and milk 
products, and in particular those: 
(i) laying down detailed rules for the application 
of the system for compulsory purchase of skim-
med-milk powder held by intervention agencies 
for use in feedingstuffs;5 
(ii) fixing aid for skimmed-milk powder intend-
ed for use as animal feed (38 u.a./100 kg); 
(iii) fixing at 60% the minimum skimmed-milk 
powder content of feed for calves. This measure 
is intended to increase the use of skimmed-milk 
powder and to halt the present tendency towards 
reducing this product in the food ration of calves; 
(iv) fixing private storage aid for butter; 
Bull. EC 3-1976 
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(v) fixing aid for casein (from 4.8 to 
5.3 u.a./100 kg); 
(vi) determining the last deliveries to developing 
countries of skimmed-milk powder held in public 
storage and sold at 25 % of the intervention 
price. This operation, applied since May 1975 un-
til the end of March 1976, will have involved a 
total of 21 000 tonnes. 
2257. In the beef ana veal sector too, several 
measures implementing Council price decisions 
have been adopted 6 by the Commission, in par-
ticular the coefficients for calculating the inter-
vention buying-in prices (the coefficients fixed for 
comparable categories of animals have been 
brought closer together) and the buying-in prices 
valid from 15 March 1976. 
Structural policy 
2258. The Commission has sent to the Council 
a report on the application of the three Council 
Directives of 17 April 19727 on the moderniza-
tion of farms, measures to encourage the cessa-
tion of farming and the provision of socio-econ-
omic guidance for and the acquisition of occupa-
tional skills by persons engaged in agriculture. 
The Commission found that there has been a de-
lay in the application of the three Directives in 
some Member States. As, furthermore, all the ap-
plications for reimbursement have not yet been 
submitted, the information at present available 
on the initial results of the application of the Di-
rectives is sparse and incomplete and sometimes 
refers to different periods. It is therefore impos-
I OJ L 53 of 28.2.1976. 
2 Bull. EC 6-1975, P9int 2240. 
3 OJ L 80 of 26.3.1976 and L 218 of 9.8.1974. 
4 OJ L 81 of 27.3.1976. 
s OJ L 81 of 27.3.1976, L 86 and L 88 of 1.4.1976 and Bull. 
EC 2-1976, point 2230. 
6 OJ L 69 of 15.3.1976. 
7 Bull. EC 4-1972, Part One, Chapter I. 
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sible at present to give a detailed assessment of 
the effect of the Directives. 
Consequently, after briefly analysing the social 
and structural state of European agriculture and 
describing the national policies on agricultural 
structures pursued before the entry into force of 
the Community policy, the report contains an 
analysis of the national measures hitherto taken 
to implement the three Directives. On the basis 
of the information available, the Commission 
concludes that the Community framework set up 
in April 1972 is sufficiently flexible to be adapted 
to national and regional requirements. It suggests 
that certain amounts granted pursuant to the 
three Directives should be increased to take into 
account economic events outside the agricultural 
sphere and, in particular, monetary variations. 
2259. In March, the Commission adopted four 
Decisions and delivered four Opinions concerning 
the implementation of the reform of agricultural 
structures' in Germany, France, the United King-
dom, Ireland, Belgium, Luxembourg and Den-
mark, after examining the legal instruments com-
municated by those Member States. 
European Agricultural Guidance 
and Guarantee Fund 
Guarantee Section 
2260. On 25 March,2 the Council amended its 
Regulation of 28 December 1972 on general rules 
for the financing of intervention measures by the 
Guarantee Section of the EAGGF, in order to ex-
tend by two years, i.e., until 1 January 1978, the 
present rules for the financing of intervention 
measures comprising buying-in, storage and sell-
ing operations. 
Guidance Section 
2261. The related measures adopted by the 
Council, at the same time as the prices for the 
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1976/77 marketing year, include three which re-
late more particularly to the Guidance Section of 
the EAGGF. The Council Directive of 28 April 
1975 3 on mountain and hill farming in certain 
less-favoured areas was amended. 
The reimbursement rate of the compensatory al-
lowance provided for in this Directive was in-
creased to 35% for Italy and Ireland, whereas it 
remained at 25 % for the other Member States. 
The Commission had proposed that this rate 
should be increased to 40 % for all the countries. 
The proposals for regulations introducing new 
measures to improve fruit production in the 
Community and the granting of a conversion 
premium in the wine-growing sector provide for 
the reimbursement to the Member States of 50 % 
of expenditure. The estimated cost to the Guid-
ance Section of the EAGGF of these two meas-
ures is 8.55 million u.a. and 76 million u.a. res-
pectively. 
Harmonization of legislation 
2262. With regard to seeds and propagating ma-
terial, on 20 March4 the Commission published 
the second complete edition of the Common Ca-
talogue of Varieties of Agricultural Plant Species; 
this edition includes, for the first time, the var-
ieties in all the Member States of which the seeds 
and seedlings are no longer subject to any mar-
keting restriction. This provides persons interest-
ed with a complete catalogue of the varieties of 
seeds which were freely marketed throughout the 
Community at 31 December 1975. 
In its Directive of 15 March 1976,5 the Council 
also extended the final dates for determining, at 
national level, the equivalence of certain controls 
I OJ L 102 of 15.4.1976. 
2 OJ L84 of 31.3.1976. 
3 Bull. EC 5-1975, points 2223 to 2225. 
4 OJ C 65 of 20.3.1976. 
5 OJ L 72 of 18.3.1976. 
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of vegetable seed and potato seedlings effected in 
non-member countries. 
2263. The Commission has presented to the 
Council a proposal relating to the harmonization 
of Member States' laws concerning the labelling, 
presentation and advertising of foodstuffs for sale 
to the final consumer.1 
Agricultural report 1975 
2264. As announced last December, the report 
on the state of agriculture2 has just come out in 
printed form. The 1975 report is the first volume 
of an annual set of documents on agriculture in 
the Community. It takes a broad look at trade in 
individual products, agricultural markets, struc-
tures incomes and the financial aspects of a com~on agricultural policy an.d national po~ic~es, 
and also contains detailed arttcles and statiStics. 
* 
2265. At its 8 to 12 March part-session, the Eu-
ropean Parliament delivered Opinions on a num-
ber of proposals concerning the common agri~ul­
tural policy, one of which relates to t~e grant!ng 
of a conversion premium in the wme-growmg 
sector.3 At its meeting on 31 March and 1 April, 
the Economic and Social Committee gave its Opin-
ion on the Commission proposal to the Council 
concerning the transitional common organization 
of the market in sheepmeat.4 
Bull. EC 3-1976 
Industrial and technological policy 
Industrial and 
technological policy 
Industry 
Transnational corporations 
2266. The Community was represented as an 
observer at the meeting of the United Nations 
Commission on Transnational Corporations in 
Lima from 1 to 12 March. 5 The programme of 
work adopted by the Commission includes pre-
liminary work on drafting a code of conduct for 
transnational corporations, research into the pol-
itical economic and social effects of their opera-
tions' and practices, and to produce a definition of 
transnational corporations. 
Iron and steel 
Forward programme for steel- April-June 1976 
2267. In its forward programme for steel for the 
second quarter of 19766 - which was sent on 12 
March to the ECSC Consultative Committee 7 -
the Commission suggests that a production level 
of 32.9 million tonnes is necessary to maintain 
equilibrium in the Community steel market (see 
Table 4). This figure represents an increase of 
3.5% over the second quarter of 1975 but is still 
some 17 % below the levels attained in the boom 
year of 1974. It represents a capacity utilization of 
some 65 % which, although a modest improve-
ment on the results of the latter part of 1975, is 
far from satisfactory. 
The increase in production is a reflection of the 
improvement in the market situation. It is now 
clear that the late summer of 1975 marked the 
I Point 2238. 
2 Bull. EC 12-1975, points 1410 to 1415. 
3 Point 2424. 
4 Point 2452. 
5 Point 2331. 
6 OJ C 77 of 2.4.1976. 
7 Point 2456. 
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end of the recession in general economic activity 
in the Community and that we 'have now enter-
ed a phase of slow and gradual recovery from the 
worst of the recession. This phenomenon has 
been marked by a certain time-lag in the upturn 
in new orders booked by the Community steel 
industry in the latter months of 1975 and the 
first months of 1976. 
There are, however, a number of reasons for re-
garding the situation in the Community steel 
market with some caution. These are: 
(i) the relatively narrow base of the upturn in 
economic activity, which is generally confined to 
consumer durables; 
(ii) the depressed level of investment in most 
Member States and the fact that this recession is 
forecast to continue through to the end of 1976. 
(Some 65 % of steel demand originates in normal 
times from producers of plant and machinery); 
(iii) the low level of steel exports (both in new 
orders and deliveries) during recent months; 
Industrial and technological policy 
(iv) the lack of any clear indication of a replen-
ishment of stocks, so heavily depleted during 
1975, by dealers and consumers and, further, the 
poor structure of existing stocks in relation to 
current demand in many countries. 
On the other side of the coin there are a number 
of more positive elements in report, namely: 
(i) imports have stabilized at a level below two 
million tonnes per quarter, reflecting the impact 
of the consultations undertaken by the Commis-
sion during the latter half of 1975; 
(ii) steel prices have risen considerably since the 
low of October 1975, but are probably still below 
the levels needed to ensure the future financing 
of investment in the industry in view of the in-
creases in production costs over the last year; 
(iii) short-time working in the Community steel 
industry has been considerably reduced since the 
peak month of December 1975 and is expected to 
be further reduced by about 50 % during the se-
cond quarter of 1976. 
Table 4- Real consumption and crude steel production in the period April to June 1976 
(in mtllion tonnes of crude steel) 
FR Italy Netherlands BLEU United Denmark Commu· April to June Germany France Kiqdom and Ireland nity 
Real consumption 1974 10.60 6.64 7.11 1.18 1.75 6.42 0.67 34.37 
1975 9.80 6.05 5.31 0.% 1.26 5.60 0.52 29.50 
1976 9.95 6.15 5.24 0.96 1.30 5.60 0.50 29.70 
Production 1974 12.90 6.62 6.02 1.39 6.00 5.% 0.16 39.04 
1975 10.23 5.44 5.63 1.16 4.42 4.74 0.17 31.79 
1976 10.40 5.75 5.50 1.15 4.40 5.45 0.25 32.90 
so Bull. EC 3-1976 
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Energy research 
2268. The Advisory Committees on Programme 
Management (ACPMs) for the two energy re-
search sectors - geothermal energy and energy 
economy - met on 16 and 31 March and on 25 
and 26 March respectively. 
The ACPM for geothermal energy studied the 
ninety research proposals received in response to 
the notice which it had decided to publish in 
October 1975,1 and it devoted its discussions to 
the general lines for implementing the pro-
gramme of ~tioo to be undertaken. 
The ACPM for research on energy economy stu-
died in particular the second part2 of the research 
proposals received after the notice had been pub-
lished at the end of 1975; these proposals concern 
the development of methods of accumulating se-
condary energy, materials recycling, the improve-
ment of insulation in buildings and the produc-
tion of energy from waste. 
The two ACPMs commenced their work on the 
revision that has to be done before the end of 
1976 as regards the Community energy research 
programme. 
Scientific and Technical Research Committee 
2269. At its meeting on 11 March, the Scientific 
and Technical Research Committee (CREST) ex-
pressed a favourable opinion regarding the scien-
tific and technical content of the proposals from 
the Commission concerning back-up studies in 
f Bull. EC 3-1976 
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respect of the use of data-processing systems. It 
also approved the organization of training courses 
in the field of data processing for 1976; these 
courses will receive a certain amount of financial 
support from the Commission. 
In addition, the Committee took note of the re-
port of its subcommittee on statistics concerning 
public research and development expenditure in 
the Member States in 1975. These statistical data 
should be included in the third report of the sub-
committee, scheduled for the end of 1976 and 
covering the period 1974-76. 
Finally, the Committee had a discussion on the 
final report of the feasibility study 'Europe + 30'3 
which is currently being analysed by the Com-
mission staff. 
European Research and 
Development Committee 
2270. At its meeting on 24 March, the Euro-
pean Research and Development Committee 
(CERD) discussed in.detail the various aspects to 
be considered as part of a study undertaken un-
der its auspices, and with the participation of sev-
eral of its members, for the purpose of drawing 
up a plan for European scientific research and 
technological development, including in particular 
the definition of a European identity for re-
search.4 
The Committee reviewed the work concerning a 
low-energy-consumption society, on which sub-
ject the detailed study is to be preceded by a fea-
sibility study. 
The Committee also took note of the results of 
the meetings held on 24 and 25 February5 on the 
plan for a 'European Year of Science'; it will re-
sume this discussion when the feasibility study 
1 Bull. EC 10-1975, point 2250 and OJ C 243 of 23.10.1975. 
2 Bull. EC 2-1976, point 2247. 
3 Bull. EC 9-1975, point 2243. 
4 Bull. EC 12-1975, point 2266. 
s Bull. EC 2-1976, point 2249. 
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assigned to one of its members has been con·· 
eluded. 
Finally, CERD discussed the work programme 
for the meeting which is to be organized by the 
Commission and held in Milan from 24 to 26 
May to formulate the guidelines for a common 
research and development policy. 
Meeting of senior officials in the field 
of scientific and technical research 
2271. The Committee of Senior Officials in the 
Field of Scientific and Technical Research (COST) 
met on 15 March. It examined an initial draft 
memorandum of understanding that did not re-
quire ratification by the national Parliaments and 
would be applicable to the project relating to 
electronic traffic aids on major roads (COST 30).1 
The same legal form could be adopted for a new 
project, relating to techniques for reducing video-
phone service redundancy (COST 211). 
The Committee also took note of the report of 
the Chairman of the Technical Committee for 
'COST 72', relating to the development and stan-
dardization of meteorological equipment, and ad-
opted the guidelines on which future activities in 
this field will be based. 
The Committee discussed in detail Swedish pro-
posals relating to food technology, in which it had 
been agreed to place the main emphasis on the 
physical properties of these foodstuffs. 1 The 
Committee requested that the Commission staff 
draw up a proposal for a project based on the re-
port of the appropriate ad hoc working party, to-
gether with a working document on the proce-
dure for implementing such a project in a Com-
munity framework. The other two schemes pre-
sented by Sweden will be examined in depth by 
the ad hoc working party as soon as possible. 
Finally, the Committee decided to establish two 
ad hoc working parties to be assigned the task of 
drawing up detailed draft texts for research pro-
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jects for two of the six themes proposed by 
Yugoslavia in the field of agricultural research. 
Symposium on prospective studies in Europe l 
2272. The Berlin Centre for prospective research 
organized, jointly with the Commission, a , 
symposium in Berlin on 25 and 26 March; this ~ 
symposium was entitled 'Europe + 30: the pro-
blems of prospective studies in Europe'. 
Politicians and scientists from a variety of coun-
tries participated in this meeting, during which 
the following main themes were dealt with: econ-
omic development, raw materials, energy and the 
environment, social values and structures and 
research and technology. 
The discussions bore out the need to have a 
comprehensive view of developments that were 
foreseeable or possible in the long term and likely 
to condition the future of Europe, with the aim i 
of giving better guidance on the decisions to be . 
taken. 
It was considered advisable for the work being 
carried out at national level in the Community to 
be harmonized so that the conclusions to which 
these results pointed could be applied to the var-
ious Community policies. 
Joint Research Centre 
General Advisory Committee 
2273. The draft multiannual programme of the 
Joint Research Centre (JRC) for 1977-80, present-
ed by its Director-General, was examined by the 
General Advisory Committee (GAC) during the 
meeting that it held in Brussels from 16 to 18 
March. 
I Bull. EC 1-1976, point 2238. 
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In the opinion delivered at the conclusion of its 
work, the GAC1 gave the proposal a generally fa-
vourable reception and expressed its satisfaction 
that the programme was concentrated on a small 
number of subjects, concerning practical projects. 
The programme presented to the GAC was based 
on guidelines which had been the subject of a 
Commission Communication to the Council. 2 
The proposed programme provides for the con-
centration of 70 % of the available funds on the 
energy and environment sectors, the remaining 
30 % being allotted mainly to research activities 
of a public service nature. 
The draft programme presented provides for re-
search projects in ten fields: reactor safety, re-
search on plutonium fuels and actinides, manage-
ment of nuclear materials and radioactive waste, 
solar energy, production and use of hydrogen, 
design studies on thermonuclear fusion, high-
temperature materials, environment and re-
sources, measurements and reference standards 
and techniques. A number of services and sup-
port activities are also included. 
The GAC studied all these subjects separately, 
paying particular attention to the problems of 
nuclear safety, the most important sector of the 
activities proposed (48 % of the total work), 
which covers reactor safety, research on pluton-
ium and actinides, and the management of nu-
clear materials and radioactive waste. 
This draft programme should be submitted in 
early May to the Commission, which would then 
present the programme formally to the Council 
for adoption. 
Multiannual programme 
Formal adoption of the four new 
indirect-action multiannua/ programmes 
2274. On 15 March,3 the Council formally 
adopted the Decisions to which it had arrived at 
the meeting held by the research ministers on 24 
Bull. EC 3-1976 
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February 1976:4 These Decisions concern the 
multiannual research programmes implemented 
by means of indirect action in the following 
fields: 
(i) biology and health protection, for the period 
from 1976 to 1980; 
(ii) environment, for the same five-year period; 
(iii) reference materials and methods (Commu-
nity Bureau of References - CBR), for the period 
from 1976 to 1978. 
In addition, the Council formally adopted on 25 
March,5 the Decision concerning the multiannual 
programme in the field of controlled thermonu-
clear fusion and plasma physics, also discussed 
on 24 February.4 
Advisory Committees on 
Programme Management (ACPM) 
2275. The ACPM for environmental research 
performed by means of direct and indirect action 
met in Brussels on 4 and 5 March. It recom-
mended the principles that will govern the imple-
mentation of concerted action in this field and 
expressed a favourable opinion on the continua-
tion of COST Project 68, 'sewage sludge process-
ing and use', considered as a model of such con-
certed action. 
With regard to the five-year indirect action pro-
gramme for 1976-1980,6 the ACPM adopted the 
guidelines for invitations to tender which would 
apply to the contracting bodies from which the 
research would be commissioned. 
1 The GAC was established at the beginning of 1971 by the 
Commission when the Joint Research Centre (JRC) was reor-
ganized. The Committee, which is attached to the Director-
General, is composed of members appointed in a personal ca-
pacity by the Governments of the Community Member 
States. Each State appoints three members, the first from a 
government department, the second from scientific circles and 
the third from the economic and industrial sector. 
2 Bull. EC 10-1975, points 1501 to 1503. 
3 OJ L 74 of 20.3.1976. 
4 Bull. EC 2-1976, point 1401. 
5 OJ L 90 of 3.4.1976. 
6 Bull. EC 7/8-1975, point 1504 and 2-1976, point 1401. 
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Education 
Education Committee 
2276. The Education Committee met on 8 and 
25-26 March. The Committee agreed upon the 
main actions to be undertaken in the first phase 
of the action programme in the field of educa-
tion, resulting from the resolution of the Council, 
and of the Ministers of Education meeting within 
the Council, of 9 February 1976.1 Agreement was 
also reached on arrangements for the Member 
States to report on action in progress in respect 
of those measures included in the programme to 
be undertaken by the Member States themselves. 
At Community level, a limited number of pilot 
schemes will be established involving the initial 
reception arrangements for migrant children, the 
teaching of their mother tongue and culture, and 
the training of their teachers. A seminar on the 
linguistic problems of migrant children will be 
held in Ghent, Belgium, in May 1976. 
A meeting of regional and local policy-makers in 
education will be held in Denmark in November 
1976, to discuss questions of the structure of the 
upper level of secondary education in the Mem-
ber States. 
In the higher education field, the Committee 
considered a scheme drafted by the competent 
departments of the Commission for the support 
of joint programmes of study between institu-
tions in different Member States. This will now 
be the subject of consultation with experts from 
higher education institutions. 
Scientific and technical information 
and information management 
2777. Under an agreement concluded with the 
Commission in December 1975 for setting up 
and managing EURONET, the first European 
54 
Science, research, education 
data network, the consortium of national postal 
and telecommunications administrations in the 
Community2 held its second meeting in Paris; ~~ 
this meeting was devoted to the appointment of 
the Director of the team running the EURONET 
project and to the study and approval of the spe-
cifications drawn up for this project. 
2778. In addition, the representatives of the 
Committee on Data for Science and Technolgy ~ 
(CODA TA), of the International Council of 
Scientific Unions (ICSU) and the Commission ~ 
together examined, during a meeting that took j 
place in Luxembourg, how the project for a world ~ 
centre of reference to the CODATA data and the 
information source detection activities of the EU-
SIDIC (European Association of Scientific Infor-
mation Dissemination Centres) organization 
could contribute to the construction of EURO-
NET. Since Europe does not yet have an adequate 
number of data banks, the collaboration that has 
developed between the various organizations 
represented should rapidly bear fruit. 
2279. On 15 and 16 March the Commission 
held a round table discussion in Luxembourg, on 
the techniques of machine translation; in add-
ition to the competent departments of the Com-
mission, the authorities and the universities of 
the Member States, independent experts and rep-
resentatives of other European institutions took 
part. The demonstrations that the participants 
were given and the subsequent discussions pro-
vided evidence that there already existed meth-
ods capable of easing the work of translators con-
siderably. Active measures are being taken to im-
prove these methods and to make them more ef- 1 
fective and less expensive; their application could 
be of assistance to the Commission, and also the 
EURONET project, in enabling all those who re-
quire information to obtain it in their own lan-
guage. 
I OJ C 38 of 19.2.1976 and Bull. EC 12-1975, points 1101 
and 1102. 
2 Bull. EC 2-1976, point 2255. 
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2280. The Committee on Information and Do-
cumentation in Science and Technology (CIDsn 
studied the budgetary and technical aspects of 
the various projects to be implemented during 
1976 as part of the first three-year action plan for 
scientific and technical information and docu-
mentation. It also expressed its opinion on the 
work programme and on the 1977 preliminary 
draft budget for the action plan. Following its 
discussions, the CIDST unanimously adopted a 
resolution on the work programme for 1977 and 
the budgetary proposals put forward by the Com-
mission, which deal in particular with the funds 
necessary to solve the problems of machine 
translation. 
The CIDST also expressed an opinion on the pro-
posals that the Commission has presented to the 
Council in respect of Community data-processing 
policy. It approved the terms of reference of the 
working party for specialist training and of the 
working party responsible for documentation on 
energy. Its next meeting will be devoted to the 
study of the data bases which should be connec-
ted up to EURONET as soon as it has been 
inaugurated in 1977. 
Energy policy 
2281. The Council of Energy Ministers met on 
25 March for the first time since June 1975. They 
declared their desire for a common energy policy 
and reiterated their intention of meeting more of-
ten, agreeing to meet again on 10 June. 
They did not, however, manage to agree on the 
policy matters submitted to the Council. True, 
certain proposals on sectoral matters were adopt-
ed but they do not constitute the key elements 
of an energy policy. To that extent the outcome 
of the Council meeting is disappointing, for it 
falls short of the guidelines set by the European 
Council held in Rome, which called for effective 
solidarity among the Member States in the event 
of oil supply difficulties and measures to con-
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serve and promote the development of energy re-
sources. 
The Community also took part in the second ses-
sion of the North-South Dialogue.1 
Formulation and implementation 
of a Community energy policy 
The Council meeting and its results 
At its meeting on 25 March the Council discus-
sed the following points submitted to it by the 
Commission: 
Implementation of the energy policy guidelines 
2282. Despite the intensive discussions, no 
agreement was reached on the draft Resolution 
proposed by the Commission to implement the 
energy policy guidelines set by the European 
Council on 1 and 2 December 1975. The Perma-
nent Representatives Committee has been in-
structed to continue the final formulation of the 
draft resolution in the light of these discussions 
and to report to the Council when it meets on 
10 June. 
Arrangements in the event 
of the oil supply difficulties 
2283. The Council studied in depth the propos-
als for a Community mechansim which will oper-
ate should difficulties arise in the supply of crude 
oil and oil products. Agreement was reached on 
all aspects of the mechanism except for certain 
decision-making procedures. The Council in-
structed the Permanent Representatives Commit-
tee to continue, in the light of its discussions, the 
attempt to settle this matter. 
I Point 2313. 
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Energy objectives for 1985 
2284. The Council discussed generally the 
achievement of the Community's energy policy 
objectives for 1985 using the Commission's re-
port as a basis. Particular attention was paid to 
reducing the Community's dependence on im-
ported oil. It emerged from the discussions that 
certain objectives might have to be adjusted, par-
ticularly the nuclear objective corresponding to 
40 % energy dependence. 
Rational utilization of energy 
2285. The Council took note of the Commis-
sion's first periodica,l report on the action pro-
gramme for the rational utilization of energy. 
It approved the five recommendations for the 
adoption of practical steps to use energy more ef-
ficiently in the following areas: 
(1) thermal insulation and improvement of heat-
ing systems; 
(2) improvement in driver behaviour; 
(3) promotion of public transport; 
(4) information to users on nuclear energy con-
sumption; 
(5) harmonization of standards. 
Community procedure for information and 
consultation on oil prices 
2286. The Council agreed on a Directive on a 
Community information and consultation proce-
dure on the prices of crude oil and petroleum 
products in the Community. 
Support for Community projects 
in the oil and gas sector 
2287. The Council agreed on a Decision on the 
granting of measures of support for Community 
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projects in the oil and gas sector under the Reg-
ulation of 9 February 1973. This decision grants 
financial support up to a total of 38 448 635 u.a. 
for thirty-four Community projects during the 
years 1976-77. 
Notification of investment projects 
2288. The Council approved the amendment of 
the Regulation of 18 May 1972 on notifying the 
Commission of investment projects of interest to 
the Community in the petroleum, natural gas 
and electricity sectors. 
Euratom loans 
2289. The Council reaffirmed the line taken at 
the Council meeting on 16 March which dealt 
with economic and financial affairs. It asked the 
Permanent Representatives Committee to pursue 
the matter further to enable the Council to take 
a decision as soon as possible. 
Problems in individual sectors 
Coal 
Coal market situation in the Community in 1975 
and forecasts for 1976 
2290. The Commission presented its annual 
report on the coal market situation in the Corn-
munity in 1975 and forecasts for 1976, for discus-
sion by the ECSC Consultative Committee on 12 
March.' The coal industry passed through a dif-
ficult period of low demand in 1975. With Com-
munity production at about 237 million tee 
I Point 2458. 
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(tonnes of coal equivalent) and imports at 40 mil-
lion tee, total quantities of coal available, exclud-
f 
ing stocks carried over, exceeded consumption 
and exports to third countries by about 20 million 
tee which were put to stock. In addition, coke 
stocks increased by some 9 million tonnes. 
The overall picture for 1976 is one of production 
t and imports again exceeding demand, though to 
a lesser extent than in 1975. An expected rise in 
I 
coke consumption of 11 % and of power station 
coal consumption of 7 % are likely to raise total 
consumption and exports to 261 million tee. Pro-
duction is expected to be about 237 million tee 
again, with imports reduced to 35-36 million 
tonnes. 
Another improvement expected for 1976 is a 
return to rising productivity in the coal industry, 
ranging from 3 % upwards. 
Technical coal research 
2291. • After consulting the ECSC Consultative 
Committee and securing the assent of the Coun-
cil, the Commission decided on 9 March to grant 
14 281000 EUA under Article 55 of the ECSC 
Treaty for the implementation of research pro-
jects in the field of mine operation, coking and 
coal treatment and to sign corresponding research 
agreements subject to the availability of funds in 
the 1976 budget. 
Oil and gas 
Support for Community projects 
in the oil and gas sector 
2292. The Commission sent to the Council on 
3 September 1975 a proposal for a decision for the 
granting of financial support of 44 683 758 u.a. for 
thirty-eight technological development projects in 
the oil and gas sector during the years 1975-77. 
Bull. EC 3-1976 
Transport policy 
In order to keep within the budgetary limits (28 
million u.a. instead of the 40 million anticipated), 
the Commission reduced the 44.6 million u.a. in-
itially proposed to 38.4 million. Three of the ori-
ginal projects were dropped. This amended pro-
posal was adopted by the Council on 25 March 
1976.1 
Transport policy 
Organization of markets 
2293. The negotiation of an agreement between 
the Community and certain non-member countries 
on arrangements for international passenger trans-
port services by bus and coach, in respect of 
which directives were given to the Commission 
by the Council on 15 October 1975,2 opened in 
Paris on 11 March. 
The opening session, with the head of the Com-
mission delegation in the chair, was attended by 
delegates from Austria, Greece, Norway, Portu-
gal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and Yugoslavia; 
Turkey and Finland were represented by observ-
ers. 
The meeting was held in order to decide on an 
approach to the problems arising in the negotia-
tions and produced broad agreement in principle 
both on the points to be negotiated and on pro-
cedural matters. It was agreed that a preliminary 
draft agreement would be drawn up for the next 
meeting, which would be held in December 1976. 
2294. On 5 March the Commission approved its 
fifth report on market trends in the international 
carriage of goods by road in the Community cover-
ing 1974. It was prepared by the Committee of 
Experts set up by the Regulation of 30 July 1968 
1 Point 2287. 
2 Bull. EC 10-1975, point 2268. 
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on the introduction of a system of bracket tariffs 
for the carriage of goods by road between M em-
ber States.1 The report has been sent to the 
Council and the Member States. 
2295. As part of its action on the organization 
of transport markets, the Commission has main-
tained contacts with organizations representing 
the business interests concerned. Meetings were 
held in this connection on 9 March with the 
European Centre for Public Enterprise (CEEP), 
on 17 March with the International Road Trans-
port Union (IRU) Liaison Committee, on 26 
March with the Permanent Conference of Cham-
bers of Commerce of the Community and on 31 
March with transport users' organizations. 
Approximation of structures 
2296. On 9 March the Commission sent to the 
Council a proposal for a regulation on the har-
monization of certain social legislation relating to 
road transport. 
The new provisions include: 
(i) the introduction of the concept of spreadover 
(period between the beginning and end of work) 
which in general must not exceed twelve hours 
per day and sixty hours per week for each crew 
member; 
(ii) the partial abrogation of the 450 km clause, 
which prohibits an unaccompanied driver from 
driving more than 450 km per day, in vehicles 
fitted with mechanical recording equipment (ta-
chograph); 
(iii) the fixing of the maximum driving period, 
for all vehicles, at eight hours (with the possibil-
ity of extending this exceptionally to nine hours 
twice a week) and of a minimum break of thirty 
minutes; 
(iv) a working week averaging five spreadovers, 
each to be followed by a rest period; 
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(v) a weekly uninterrupted rest period of forty 
hours; 
(vi) twenty-eight days' annual leave. ~ 
The Commission intends to present a proposal 
for a regulation on the normal length of spread-
over for crews consisting of two drivers before 
the end of the year. At the same time it will 1 
study the question of overtime. 1 
~ 2297. Pursuant to Article 93(3) of the EEC 
Treaty, the French Government informed the 
Commission in November 1975 that it was grant- ~ 
ing aid, in the form of interest-free repayable 
advances, to self-employed crews of boats regis-
tered in France who had been over fifteen days 
on the roster of a chartering office awaiting hir-
ing; this was due to the serious economic situa-
tion in this sector since the end of 1974. In an 
Opinion adopted on 1 March, the Commission 
stated that as the aid is limited, temporary and 
repayable, it is not liable to distort competition or 
affect trade between Member States. 
2298. On 16 March2 the Commission dec~ed to 
address to the Danish Government a Recommen-
dation on a draft law on the carriage of passengers 
by road. In its Recommendation the Commission 
notes that several articles of the draft law contain 
measures which the Danish Government pro-
poses to adopt pursuant to the Council Directive 
of 12 November 1974 (on admission to the occu-
pation of road passenger transport operator in na-
tional and international transport operations) and 
reserves the right to comment later on these 
measures. As regards the other provisions of the 
draft law, the Commission recommends the Dan-
ish Government to align as far as possible the 
national provisions which it intends to adopt on 
those already adopted at Community level, to de-
fine the precise scope of the intended measures 
and to amend certain articles. 
I OJ L 194 of 6.8.1968. 
2 OJ L 84 of 31.3.1976. 
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Infrastructures 
f 
2299. A briefing session on the programmes for 
developing transport infrastructures was held in 
Brussels on 19 March. This meeting was the oc-
casion for a review of progress made by the 
Member States in formulating their programmes 
and for an exchange of views on certain projects 
of Community interest. 
t 
' 
I 
The information supplied at the meeting will be 
supplemented by contributions to be submitted 
later by the national authorities so that each 
Member State will gradually be brought up to 
date on its partners' infrastructure policies. What 
is done at, and through, these meetings (which 
were instituted by the Commission in April 
19751) is intended to supplement action under 
the consultation procedure introduced by the 
Council Decision of 28 February 1966.2 
Bull. EC 4-1975, point 2279. 
OJ 42 of 8.3.1966. 
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Multilateral negotiations 
Trade Negotiations Committee 
2301. One Group and one Sub-Group set up 
under the Committee met in Geneva in March. 
The most important discussions were concerned 
with formulas for reducing customs tariffs. 
Customs matters 
2302. The Sub-Group on Customs Matters met 
from 16 to 19 March. The discussions dealt 
mainly with customs valuation and it was agreed 
that the GATT Secretariat would prepare for 
mid-June a paper setting out points that might be 
of use in drafting international rules on customs 
valuation. 
Tariffs 
2303. The Tariffs Group met in Geneva from 
23 to 25 March. This meeting was of some im-
portance. 
l.'he US Delegation described the United States' 
position on the formula for reducing customs du-
ties. This formula, which is rather algebraic in 
form, has a harmonization element proportional 
to the level of the original duty and a maximum 
reduction of 60% of that level (the limit of the 
powers provided for in the Trade Act); this for-
mula is applicable to all products. 
As an initial reaction, the Community-which 
shares the United States' desire for tariffs to be 
reduced significantly and harmonized-took the 
line that in the American formula the element of 
harmonization is distinctly insufficient (operating 
only up to the duty level of 6. 7 %) and that in 
addition this formula does not really attack the 
high -duty tariffs, the reductions in those duties 
not being proportionally higher than for lower 
duties. 
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Japan, the Scandinavian countries and Switzer-
land were largely in agreement with this initial 
analysis. Moreover, the Community, Japan, the 
Scandinavian countries and Austria maintained 
once again that agricultural products came within 
the province of the Agriculture Group, while 
Canada, Australia and New Zealand took the 
opposite view. 
The Community also defended its working hypo-
thesis and stated that it would be continuing 
developing its position in greater detail. 
In another field, progress was achieved as regards 
the special and more favourable treatment for the 
developing countries and the special procedures 
relating to negotiations between developed coun-
tries. Both the United States and the Community 
put forward proposals which were considered by 
the developing countries to be an important step 
towards solving the problems posed by their par-
ticipation in the negotiations. 
Commercial policy 
Preparing and implementing 
the common commercial policy 
Trade protection 
2304. The Commission has published a notice 
of initiation of anti-dumping/anti-subsidy proce-
dure concerning hard building board of vegetable 
fibre, whether or not bonded with natural or ar-
tificial resins or with similar binders, originating 
in Brazil.' 
2305. In March the Commission continued its 
investigations under the anti-dumping procedures 
initiated in December 1975 concerning imports of 
polyethylene sacks and bags originating in Hun-
gary and trichlorethylene from Poland and the 
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German Democratic Republic. 2 It heard Hungarian 
and Polish exporters in an attempt to clarify var-
ious points concerning these producers' price 
practices. 
2306. On 2 March the Council decided 3 to 
maintain until 30 June 1976 the rules requiring 
prior authorization for imports into Italy of mal-
leable cast-iron tube and pipe fittings originating 
in Taiwan. This confirmed the safeguard meas-
ures adopted by the Commission on 23 January 
1976.4 
2307. On 2 March 5 the Council adopted a reg-
ulation concerning quantitative limits during 
1976 and 1977 for certain textile products origi-
nating in Hong Kong. These measures form part 
of the Agreement negotiated between the Com-
munity and Hong Kong under the Arrangement 
regarding International Trade in Textiles and 
make it possible to apply this Agreement before 
the procedures necessary for its entry into force 
have been completed, without risk of disrupting 
the market. 
Specific measures of commercial policy 
Textiles 
Romania 
2308. On 15 March the Council authorized the 
Commission to open negotiations with Romania6 1 
for the conclusion of an agreement on trade in 
textiles. These negotiations, the first round of 
which took place on 31 March and 1 April, are 
I 01 C 48 of 3.3.1976. 
OJ C 285 of 13.12.1975 and Bull. EC 12-1975, point 2307. j 
01 L 56 of 4.3.1976. 
4 Bull. EC 1-1976, point 2303 and OJ L 18 of 27 January 
1976. 
5 OJ L 59 of 6.3.1976. 
6 Bull. EC 1-1976, point 2304 and 2-1976, point 2310. 
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based on Article 4 of the Arrangement regardmg 
International Trade in Textiles. 
~ Yugoslavia 
r 2309. At the first round of negotiations on 
t 26 March between the Community and Yugo-
~ slavia for the conclusion of an agreement on trade 
in textile products, the Commission representa-~ tive stated the guidelines on which the Commis-sion hoped the agreement would be based. It was agreed to hold a further round of talks in May. An agreement on textile products had already 
been concluded with Yugoslavia for a period of 
two years (1973 and 1974); on its expiry the 
Community and Yugoslavia had agreed to con-
tinue applying it de facto pending the conclusion 
of a new agreement. 
Brazil 
2310. Agreement has been reached in the nego-
tiations between the Community and Brazil un-
der Article 4 of the GATT Arrangement regard-
ing International Trade in Textiles (Multifibre Ar-
rangement). The agreement, which was initialled 
on 1 April, covers bilateral trade in textiles in 
1976 and 1977. It establishes a Community ceil-
ing for four categories of cotton: yam, grey cloth, 
finished fabrics and household linens. 
Scrap 
2311. The Representatives of the Governments 
of the ECSC Member States decided at the end 
, of March to extend for the second quarter of 
1976 the period of application of the rules, with 
some minor amendments, on scrap exports in 
force in the first quarter. The figure of 
\ 
350 000 tonnes fixed for the first three months 
has been reduced to 310 000 tonnes for the Com-
munity as a whole; the proportion of good-qual-
ity scrap will not exceed 10 % . 
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Non-ferrous metals 
2312. On 15 March1 the Council adopted a reg-
ulation fixing for 1976 a Community quantitative 
export quota for certain types of lead waste and 
scrap. 
Development and cooperation 
Development cooperation policy 
Conference on International Economic Cooperation 
2313. The Commissions of the Conference on 
International Economic Cooperation (North-
South Dialogue) held their second session in 
Paris from 18 to 26 March; Community representa-
tives took part. 
The favourable climate and open-mindedness 
that had been a feature of the first meeting of 
the four Commissions2 again prevailed, on the 
whole, throughout this session. The work of each 
Commission and the approach adopted remain 
different. The work of the Energy Commission 
progressed slowly but steadily, whereas the Dev-
elopment Commission stepped up the pace of its 
work and broadened its scope. The Raw Mater-
ials Commission's work was oriented towards the 
coming UNCTAD session in Nairobi; a dialogue 
started up within the Financial Affairs Commis-
sion. 
Trade promotion 
2314. A number of ACP States and other dev-
eloping countries took part in the Brussels 
I OJ L 71 of 17.3.1976. 
2 Bull. EC 2-1976, points 1301 to 1307. 
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tourism exhibition, with assistance from the Com-
mission, and a meeting was held on the possibil-
ity of creating a professional tourism unit to 
assist in developing the tourist industry in the 
ACP States. 
A Bangladesh trade mission has just completed a 
visit to Europe and, financially, it appears to have 
been a considerable success. 
United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development 
2315. The Trade and Development Board, 
which met in Geneva from 8 to 21 March to pre-
pare for the fourth session of UNCTAD, was not 
able to arrive at generally accepted conclusions 
on the main points on its agenda.1 
Generalized preferences 
2316. As part of the efforts to inform develop-
ing countries of the Community's generalized 
system of preferences, a Commission delegation 
visited a number of Latin American countries 
from 16 February to 9 March. 
In Venezuela, where they stayed from 16 to 
18 February, the Commission representatives or-
ganized a seminar on the subject which was at-
tended mainly by national officials and exporters. 
The principle had been agreed during the official 
visit by Sir Christopher Soames, Vice-President of 
the Commission, to Caracas in September 1975.2 
The Commission delegation then moved on to 
Costa Rica from 20 to 24 February. The seminar 
organized there was attended not only by Costa 
Rican officials and exporters but also by represen-
tatives of four other member countries of the 
Central American Common Market: El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. 
On 26 February a fact-finding visit for officials of 
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the Ministries concerned was organized in Pana-
ma. 
Finally, three seminars were held between 1 and ~ 
9 March in three separate cities in Mexico: Mex-
ico City, Guadalajara and Monterrey. It had been 
agreed at the first meeting of the EEC-Mexico i 
Joint Committee in December 1975 to organize 
these seminars so that the economic realities of l 
the country could be considered in the light of ~ 
generalized preferences. The Commission's ef- 1 forts to promote trade were also discussed at t 
these seminars. 
Contacts made at these various meetings and the 
discussions which took place demonstrated the 
importance which the Latin American countries 
attach to the problems of their relations with the 
Community, and more particularly to the gener-
alized preferences scheme. These meetings with 
the authorities of the countries and businessmen 
concerned with promoting trade should help to 
increase Latin American exports to the Commu-
nity from their present low level. 
Food aid and emergency aid 
Cereals programme 1975/76 
2317. On 25 March the Council drew up the 
1975176 implementation plan concerning the 
commitments entered into by the Community 
and the Member States under the Food Aid Con-
vention. These commitments were for a total of 
1 287 000 tonnes of cereals per year, of which 
708 000 tonnes (55 %) would be granted as Corn- I 
munity aid, and the remainder under bilateral 
projects. ~ 
The Community aid and the aid from the Mem-
ber States is intended for thirty-eight countries 
1 Point 2329. 
2 Bull. EC 9-1975, point 2342. 
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~ and six international organizations. It is to be al-located as shown in Table 5. 
1976 Butteroil programme 
2318. Also on 25 March the Council adopted 
the general rules relating to the 1976 milk pro-
, ducts aid programme (to be supplied in the form 
l of butteroil). The supplies, totalling 45 000 tonnes, are intend-ed for nineteen countries and five international organizations and are to be allocated as shown in Table 6. 
Emergency aid 
~ 2319. Following the tragic events which have taken place in Angola and the worsening of the food situation for Angolan refugees in Zaire: (i) The Commission decided on 15 March to supply emergency food aid in the form of 
I 
100 tonnes of skimmed-milk powder for the pop-
ulation of Angola through the International 
Table 5 -1975176 Implementation plan-cereals 
Recipient countries 
or orpnizations Total 
Latin America 
Bolivia 
Haiti 12 
Honduras 7 
Peru 3.5 
Sahel 
Senegal -
Mali -
Mauritania 5 
Chad -
Niger 10 
Upper Volta -
Gambia -
Special reserve 30 
~ Bull. EC 3-1976 
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Committee of the Red Cross under the terms of 
the agreement concluded with that body in 
February 1975. In view of the extremely urgent 
need, 30 tonnes have been dispatched by air. 
(ii) The Council decided on 25 March, on a pro-
posal from the Commission, to supply: (a) to the 
International Committee of the Red Cross a 
further 100 tonnes of skimmed-milk powder for 
the population of Angola, to be delivered cif; (b) 
to the Office of the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 2 000 tonnes of 
cereals, 150 tonnes of skimmed-milk powder' and 
100 tonnes of butteroil,1 to be distributed, free of 
charge, to Angola refugees in Zaire, to be deliv-
ered cif, with the exception of some 50 tonnes of 
skimmed-milk powder to be delivered by air. 
The total cost of these operations will be approx-
imately 700 000 u.a. 
2320. Following the earthquake in Guatemala, the 
Commission decided on 31 March to grant 
500 000 u.a. in Community aid through the Lea-
gue of Red Cross Societies to help with recon-
' OJ L 83 of 30.3.1976. 
(thousand tonnes) 
Community National 
projects projects 
token entry -
9 3 
7 -
2.5 1 
- -
- -
- 5 
- -
- 10 
- -
- -
30 -
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Table 5 (continued) 
(thousand tonnes) 
Recapaent countries Total Community Nataonal or organizations projects projects 
East Africa 
Ethiopia 21 - 21 
Kenya 2.5 2.5 -
Mauritius 8 5 3 
Somalia 46 25 21 
Sudan 7 7 -
Tanzania 2 2 -
Rwanda 2.5 - 2.5 
Central and West Africa 
Sao Tome and Principe 1.5 1.5 -
Benin 1 1 -
Guinea-Bissau 5 5 -
Cape Verde (Islands) 6.5 5 1.5 
Zaire token entry -
Central African Republic 1.5 1.5 -
Middle East 
Egypt (Arab Rep.) 64 24 40 
Jordan 14 14 -
Lebanon 8 - 8 
Yemen (Arab Rep.) 12 6 6 
Syria 5.5 2.5 3 
Asia 
Bangladesh 228.2 150 78.2 
India 231 175 56 
Indonesia 18 - 18 
Pakistan 55 35 20 
Sri Lanka 32 15 17 
Philippines 6.5 2.5 4 
Other countries 
Malta 6.5 - 6.5 
Tunisia 20 - 20 
Portugal 5.59 - 5.59 
Organizations 
WFP 123 50 84 
UNICEF 17.5 15 2.5 
UNRWA 31.5 25 6.5 
ICRC 10 10 -
League of Red Cross Societies 5 5 -
UNHCR 5 - 5 
Reserve 206.71 75 131.71 
Total: Community aid + aid from Member States = 1 287 000 tonnes 
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struction work (construction of housing and aid 
distribution centres). 
This aid comes in addition to the initial emer-
gency aid of 200 000 u.a. already granted by the 
Commission in February. 1 
Table 6 - Butteroil aid programme 
Countnes or organizations 
Latin America 
Haiti 
Honduras 
Peru 
East Africa 
Kenya 
Mauritius 
Tanzania 
Somalia 
Ethiopia 
West Africa 
Cape Verde 
Upper Volta 
Mauritania 
Guinea-Bissau 
Middle East 
Egypt 
Jordan 
Yemen 
Asia 
Afghanistan 
Bangladesh 
Pakistan 
Sri Lanka 
WFP 
UNICEF 
UNRWA 
League of Red Cross Societies 
Reserve 
Grand total 
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Tonnes 
1 500 
1 ()()() 
500 
100 
200 
500 
1100 
1 500 
100 
750 
350 
350 
2 ()()() 
1 ()()() 
700 
250 
4300 
3 500 
160 
16 ()()() 
2 ()()() 
3 ()()() 
500 
3640 
45 ()()() 
Commodities and world agreements 
Commodities and 
world agreements 
Tin 
2321. The Community took part in the meeting 
of the International Tin Council held in London 
from 8 to 12 March. This meeting had been pre-
ceded, from 1 to 5 March, by the first meeting 
of the Interim Committee for the Fifth Agree-
ment2 whose task it is to study the general prob-
lems which will arise when the Fifth Agreement 
enters into force on 1 July. 
The main questions dealt with in this context 
were the procedure for appointing the officials for 
the new Agreement (Executive Chairman, Man-
ager of the Buffer Stock, Secretary), the liquida-
tion of the buffer stock of the Fourth Agreement, 
and the establishment of the buffer stock of the 
Fifth Agreement and its financing by the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) and/or the Inter-
national Bank for Reconstruction and Develop-
ment (IBRD). 
At its meeting, the Tin Council decided to alter 
the price scale governing action by the Buffer 
Stock Manager; the floor price was raised from 
M$900 per pikul to M$950 per pikul (i.e., one 
Malaysian dollar per 60.48 kg), the ceiling price 
being maintained at M$1100 per pikul. Export 
controls currently in force will be maintained 
during the second quarter of 1976, but the quan-
tity of tin metal that can be exported has been 
increased from 32 000 tonnes for the first quarter 
to 35 000 tonnes for the second quarter. 
The new Agreement, which is open for signing 
until 30 April, has already been signed by four 
Member States, while the procedure for the sign-
ing by the Community as such is under way. 
I Bull. EC 2-1976, point 2322. 
2 Bull. EC 6-1975, point 2321. 
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Copper 
2322. A consultation meeting on copper, called 
under the aegis of UNCT AD (United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development) was held 
in Geneva from 23 to 26 March with the Com-
mission taking part. 
During this consultation meeting a list was 
drawn up of the various aspects of the economic 
position of and market for copper on which suf-
ficient data is available. A critical inventory of 
these data and studies will be made and detailed 
proposals will be formulated with a view to set-
ting up a standing intergovernmental consultative 
body for copper, the mandate and organization of 
which will have to be specified. 
This work, which will be prepared by a working 
party set up by the consultation meeting, will be 
completed at a further meeting which should be 
held before the end of the year. 
Cocoa 
2323. The Commission represented the Com-
munity at the meetings of the Committee and 
Council of the International Cocoa Organization 
which were held in London from 8 to 19 March. 
The problem of the entry into force of the new 
International Agreement1 on 1 October 1976 was 
raised. The Community and the Member States 
announced that they intended to sign the Agree-
ment by 31 August, the final date set. One im-
portant exporter country, the Ivory Coast, still 
does not intend to sign this Agreement. 
International organizations 
Council of Europe 
2324. The Community was represented at the 
Conference of the Environment Ministers of the 
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eighteen Member States of the Council of Europe 
held in Brussels on 23 and 24 March. 2 
Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development 
Special Executive Committee 
2325. The Special Executive Committee of the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Dev-
elopment (OECD) met in Paris on 12 March. It 
discussed the first session of the Commissions 3 
set up by the Conference on International Econ-
omic Cooperation (North-South Dialogue). 
The work undertaken up to now was considered 
satisfactory and the Committee stressed that its 
role was to make a periodical assessment of the 
progress achieved, as part of an evolving overall 
process, taking into account any changes which 
might occur in the general economic situation. 
Relations with the developing countries 
2326. The high-level group on economic rela-
tions with the developing countries, which met 
in Paris on 17 and 18 March, also discussed the 
first session of the Commissions set up under the 
Conference on International Economic Coopera-
tion (CIEC). It further considered the main prob-
lems which will soon have to be discussed in 
various international bodies, and its future pro-
gramme of work. 
The group decided in particular to meet one or 
two days before each session of the CIEC to 
enable the participants to inform one another of 
the positions they would adopt at the session and 
to hear the point of view of the OECD members 
not taking part in the Conference. 
I Bull. EC 10-1975, point 2321. 
2 Point 2234. 
3 Bull. EC 2-1976, points 1301 to 1306. 
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Commodities 
2327. The high-level group on commodities met 
in Paris on 10 and 11 March. It examined the 
possible need for measures to stabilize export 
earnings in addition to the compensatory financ-
ing from the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 
Different viewpoints were expressed on· this sub-
ject. The Community representatives stated that 
the Community had not yet adopted a final po-
sition on this point. The OECD group also held 
an exchange of views on the attitude to be ad-
opted in the international negotiations on certain 
specific commodities: bauxite, bananas, manga-
nese, phosphates, wood, vegetable oils and oil-
seeds. 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
2328. A meeting of the Panel on the American 
fiscal legislation for the DISC (Domestic Interna-
tional Sales Corporation) was held in Geneva on 
16 and 17 March. Under Article XXIII of the 
General Agreement-relating to the protection of 
concessions and advantages-the Community 
had called for the opening of an investigation 
procedure to examine this fiscal legislation which 
entered into force on 1 January and is of benefit 
solely to export companies. 
The Community maintained before the Panel ap-
pointed by the GATT Council that the unlimited 
partial postponement of taxation enjoyed by these 
companies was equivalent to tax exemption. As 
a result, the DISC legislation gave these compa-
nies a substantial advantage which would enable 
them to reduce their export prices below compa-
rable domestic prices, or enable them to avoid 
price increases without reducing their profits. 
The DISC legislation therefore created a distor-
tion in the conditions of international competi-
tion since these were tax advantages which were 
incompatible with the United States' commit-
Bull. EC 3-1976 
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ments under GATT in the field of export subsid-
ies. 
For its part, the United States voiced criticism 
before three other panels-legally distinct but 
made up of the same members-<>f certain tax 
measures in force in three Community countries: 
Belgium, France and the Netherlands. 
United Nations 
United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development 
2329. The Trade and Development Board of 
UNCTAD held a special session in Geneva from 
8 to 21 March to prepare for the fourth UNC-
TAD session to be held in Nairobi in May. No 
agreement was reached in Geneva, but there was 
a useful debate on most of the points raised by 
the Group of 77 in their programme of action. 
The Community played an active part in drafting 
a paper on commodities. This paper reiterates the 
commitment of the Community to strive towards 
more stable conditions in trade in certain com-
modities by, where appropriate, improving market 
structures, by seeking to avoid excessive price 
fluctuations while maintaining prices at levels 
remunerative to producers and fair to consumers, 
by stabilizing export earnings and increasing the 
foreign currency reserves of developing countries 
and by taking steps to encourage and to diversify 
production. The Community believes that it is 
only by attacking commodity problems on all 
these fronts that long-term and lasting solutions 
to the problems of the developing countries can 
be achieved. In this context the Community 
attaches importance to measures to ensure ~he 
security of supplies of raw materials and to 
encourage investment. 
The Community spokesman stated that the 
Community will be continuing its work on com-
modities in the weeks before the Nairobi Confer-
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ence within the framework of an overall inte·· 
grated approach. The Community welcomes the 
undertaking to invite the fourth UNCTAD ses-
sion to decide on a number of procedures within 
which consumer-producer discussions can be ar-
ranged, as a matter of urgency and in a manner 
taking full account of existing or planned com-
modity agreements, arrangements and measures. 
With its partners, the Community has indicated 
an openness of mind on the list of commodities 
to be covered, and it looks forward to taking 
further steps at and after the Conference towards 
defining those commodities which might be re-
garded as a priority, and the measures that might 
be appropriate to them. 
Conference on the Law of the Sea 
2330. The United Nations Conference on the 
Law of the Sea opened in New York on 15 
March and will continue until 7 May. This is in 
fact a new session of the Conference, the last 
meeting held in Geneva from 17 March to 9 May 
19751 having ended with the drafting of single 
negotiating texts-prepared by the chairmen of 
the three major committees of the Conference. 
These texts constitute a procedural instrument 
and a basis for the negotiations. The New York 
session is bound to concentrate on the question 
of the creation, outside territorial· waters, of econ-
omic zones extending up to 200 miles from the 
coast. 
Commission on Transnational Corporations 
2331. The Community was an observer at the 
meeting of the United Nations Commission on 
Transnational Corporations which took place in 
Lima from 1 to 12 March. 
The programme of work approved at the end of 
the meeting includes preliminary work on draft-
ing a code of conduct for transnational corpora-
tions, research into the political, economic and 
social efforts of their operations and practices and 
work to produce a definition of such corporations. 
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The President of the Council of the European 
Communities, speaking on behalf of the delega-
tions of the Member States of the· Community 
present at the meeting (France, Germany, Italy, 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom), stressed 
that the Community and its Member States 
would give their full support in the execution of 
this programme of work. 
In addition, the European Community will gladly 
make available to the United Nations Research 
and Information Centre the results of certain 
work already carried out in this field in Brussels. 
Lastly, the Spokesman for the Nine declared that 
the Community delegation would show a con-
structive spirit in the session of the North-South 
Dialogue which will take place in Paris in June 
and at which the developing countries wish the 
question of multinational companies to be 
tackled. 
Mediterranean countries I l 
2332. There was fairly intense activity during 1 March in the field of relations between the Com-
munity and the Mediterranean countries-meet- I 
ings of the EEC-Turkey and EEC-Greece Asso-
ciation Councils, signing of two Protocols with l 
Malta, initialling (by Morocco and Tunisia) of the 
Agreements negotiated with the Community, 
negotiations with Portugal, visits by the President 
of the Commission to Portugal and to Israel. 
Greece 
2333. The EEC-Greece Association Council met 
at Ambassador level in Brussels on 24 March. It 
discussed the measures recently adopted by the 
Community in respect of Greek exports of 
tomato concentrates. The discussions also cover-
ed the arrangements for imports into the Com-
munity of fresh fruit and vegetables from Greece 
and the preparation of the second financial pro-
tocol. 
I Bull. EC 5-1975, point 2328. 
Bull. EC 3-1976 I 
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The Council decided to have the examination of 
these first two questions continued within the 
Association Committee in preparation for its next 
meeting at ministerial level. 
2334. The third meeting on agricultural har-
monization between Greek and Commission ex-
perts was held in Brussels on 18 and 19 March. 
For the fruit and vegetables and wine sectors, the 
Greek authorities presented detailed proposals 
which are being examined jointly in the context 
of the Association. 
* 
2335. On 10 March the European Parliament 
debated the question of Greece's accession to the 
Community. It came out in favour of the Greek 
application and called for the opening of negotia-
tions in the near future. 1 
Turkey 
2336. The EEC-Turkey Association Council met 
in Brussels on 1 and 2 March at ministerial level. 
After considering in detail the state of the Asso-
ciation, the Council examined social, financial 
and agricultural questions. The Turkish delega-
tion laid particular stress on the increasing imbal-
ance in trade between the Community and Tur-
key, the effect of which on the normal and reg-
ular functioning of the Association was a cause 
for concern. The Community delegation stated 
that as far as the agricultural questions were con-
cerned it was prepared to facilitate the access for 
Turkish products to the Community market 
when these were of export interest to Turkey. 
This Association Council meeting, which, in the 
opinion of the Turkish Foreign Minister, consti-
tuted a decisive step, showed the importance for 
the two parties of fresh progress in the Associa-
tion and of an improvement in its operation. 
2337. During its part-session from 8 to 12 
March, the European Parliament 2 raised the prob-
Bull. EC 3-1976 
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lem of relations between the Community and 
Turkey, and also adopted a resolution on the 
recommeadations ,of the EEC-Turkey Joint Par-
liamentary Committee which were adopted in 
Ankara on 19 September last year.3 
Malta 
Signing of the EEC-Malta Protocols 
2338. A Protocol laying down certain provisions 
relating to the Association Agreement between 
the European Economic Community and Malta 
and the Financial Protocol were signed in Brus-
sels on 4 March. 
The objective of the first of these Protocols is to 
adapt the Association Agreement to the changed 
situation resulting from the enlargement of the 
Community and to extend it to take in agricul-
ture and cooperation. In the agricultural sector, 
the Community grants tariff reductions on the 
products traditionally exported by Malta to the 
Community market, such as cut flowers, certain 
vegetables and wine. A review will be carried out 
in 1978 and will provide an opportunity of mak-
ing any improvements in these arrangements 
which are necessary in the fight of the experience 
and the objectives laid down. 
The main purpose of the cooperation between the 
Community and Malta is to promote participation 
by the Community in developing Malta's produc-
tion and economic infrastructure, the marketing 
and sales promotion of Maltese exports, industrial 
cooperation, cooperation in science, technology 
and environmental protection, the encourage-
ment and promotion of private investment, to 
the mutual benefit of the parties, and an 
exchange of information on the economic and fi-
nancial situation. 
Point 2408. 
Points 2408 and 2409. 
Bull. EC 9-1975, point 2324. 
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The Financial Protocol provides for the granting 
of financial aid amounting to 26 million u.a., 
which will enable the Community to participate 
in financing projects likely to help in Malta's 
economic and social development. 
Extension of the first stage of the 
EEC-Malta Association Agreement 
2339. The provisions governing the first stage 
of the EEC-Malta Association Agree-
ment-which expired on 31 March-have been 
extended by common accord until 30 June 1977 
at the latest pending the entry into force of the 
second stage which still has to be negotiated. The 
exchange of the instruments of notification of the 
procedures necessary for this extension took place 
in Brussels on 30 March.1 The European Parlia-
ment2 voted in favour of this extension on 12 
March. 
Maghreb 
2340. In Brussels on 1 March, the heads of the 
delegations of the Community and of Morocco 
and Tunisia initialled the draft cooperation agree-
ments resulting from the negotiations between 
the Community and those countries, which were 
completed on 7 and 8 January.3 Mr Cheysson, 
the Member of the Commission with special 
responsibility for cooperation and development, 
presented a memorandum on this subject to the 
Council at its meeting on 2 March. 
Portugal 
Visit of the President of the Commission to Lisbon 
2341. At the invitation of the Portuguese Gov-
ernment, Mr Fran~is-Xavier Ortoli, President of 
the Commission, visited Lisbon from 5 to 7 
March. During his stay in Portugal, Mr Ortoli 
had talks with the President of the Republic, the 
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Prime Minister and the Ministers of Foreign 
Trade, Finance and Social Affairs. 
The state of relations between the Community 
and Portugal was discussed in depth, and the 
desire to strengthen EEC-Portugal links and the 
Community's solidarity with the Portuguese de-
mocratic process were reaffirmed. The President 
of the Commission and the representatives of the 
Portuguese Government recognized the impor-
tance of the current negotiations and the need for 
rapid progress in these negotiations and for satis-
factory solutions in the various areas covered. 
During his stay in Lisbon, Mr Ortoli received rep-
resentatives of the unions and of the Confeder-
ation of Portuguese Industry and had talks with 
the Ambassadors of the Member States of the 
European Communities accredited to Portugal. 
Continuation of the negotiations 
2342. The negotiations between the Commu-
nity and Portugal, which began on 13 February, 
continued in Brussels on 15 March. During this 
meeting, the two delegations examined all the 
questions raised, as well as a preliminary draft 
text. The two delegations agreed to resume the 
negotiations as soon as possible with a view to 
concluding them in April. 
Exceptional aid 
2343. The Commission examined, in close con-
tact with the European Investment Bank, the 
initial Portuguese projects that might be eligible 
for loans under the exceptional emergency aid 
made available to Portugal by the Council of the 
European Communities in October last year. 
I OJ L 86 of 1.4.1976. 
2 Point 2412. 
3 Bull. EC 1-1976, point 1301 to 1311 and 2323. 
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Israel 
Official visit of the President of the Commission 
2344. Mr Fran~is~Xavier Ortoli, President of 
the Commission, paid ail official visit to Israel 
from 13 to 17 March at the invitation of the 
Israeli Government. During his visit, Mr Ortoli 
had discussions with the Prime Minister, Mr 
Yitzhak Rabin, the Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr Yigal Allon, the 
Minister of Finance, Mr Yehoshua Rabinowitz 
and the Minister of Commerce and Industry, Mr 
Haim Bar~I..ev. Mr Ortoli also met representatives 
of industry, commerce and the trade unions. His 
discussions with the members of the Govern-
ment deait mainly with the implementation of 
the EEC-Israel Agreement of 20 May 1975. 
Mashrek 
2345. On 18 Marth, the Commission forwarded 
to the Council a communication on the problems 
raised by the fllSt stage of the negotiations held 
in January with Egypt' and in February with Jor-
dan and Syria. 2 These problems mainly C?ncem 
the inclusion in the agreements of a section on 
technical and financial cooperation, the Commu-
nity's offer in the agricultural sector and certain 
arrangements relating to the implementation of 
the Community concessions in the industrial sec-
tor. 
Bull. EC 3-1976 
African, Caribbean and Pacific countries 
African, Caribbean and 
Pacific countries 
ACP-EEC Convention of Lome 
Entry into force of the Convention 
2346. The ACP-EEC Convention of Lome, 
signed on 28 February 1975, e~tered into fo~ 
on 1 April 1976, having been ratified by the mne 
Member States of the Community and by the 
forty-six African, Caribbean and Pacific countries 
in time for this date to be respected, as had been 
planned for some three months.3 A number of 
Agreements, Regulations and Decisions entered 
into force on the same date: Agreement on 
ECSC products, Internal Agreements on the 
implementation of the Convention and on fi-
nancing, Regulation on the safeguard measures 
and various other instruments.4 
The last ratifications 
2347. During March, the three ACP Sta~s 
(Equatorial Guinea, Zambia and Tonga) whtch 
had not hitherto completed all the necessary pro-
cedures deposited their instruments of ratifi~tion 
of the Convention with the General Secretanat of 
the Council of the European Communities. The 
Convention therefore applies ipso facto to all the 
forty-six signatory ACP States from the moment 
of its entry into force. 
ACP-EEC Interim Committee: final meeting 
2348. The Interim Committee (the body which 
was set up pending the entry into force of the 
Convention and which will be replaced by the 
I Bull. EC 1-1976, point 2328. 
2 Bull. EC 2-1976, point 2337. 
3 Points 1101 to 1109 . 
4 OJ L 18 of 27.1.1976, L 25 of 30.1.1976 and L 85 of 
31.3.1976. 
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Committee of Ambassadors provided for in the 
Convention) held its final meeting on 29 March. 
In particular, it approved the rules of procedure 
of the ACP-EEC Council of Ministers and Com-
mittee of Ambassadors, some points of which 
had still to be settled. 
Apart from the above, the Interim Committee 
merely noted the conclusions of the recent work 
carried out by the various subcommittees. It will 
present the ACP-EEC Council of Ministers with 
a report on this work. It was agreed that the sub-
committees would continue to meet, as required 
under the authority of the Committee of Ambas-
sadors. 
The question of the date for the first meeting of 
the ACP-EEC Council of Ministers, which was 
to meet (at the invitation of the ACP) in Fiji on 
14 and 15 June, was left open. 
Industrial cooperation 
2349. Following the completion of discussions 
between the Commission and the Member States 
concerning the Industrial Development Centre to be 
established under the Lome Convention, discus-
sions on this institution were initiated with the 
ACP States with the aim of reaching agreement 
prior to the first meeting of the ACP-EEC Coun-
cil of Ministers. 
* 
2350. On 10 March, the European Parliament1 
adopted a Resolution on the Community's Afri-
can policy, and also delivered an Opinion on 
12 March on a Commission proposal to the 
Council on the arrangements applicable to agri-
cultural products and goods resulting from the 
processing of agricultural products originating in 
the ACP or the OCT. 
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Yaounde Convention 
European Development Fund 
New financing decisions 
2351. After receiving a favourable opinion from 
the EDF Committee, the Commission adopted 
on 19 March a new financing decision under the 
third EDF to grant a further 5 441 000 u.a.2 for 
the improvement of the road from Bafoussam to 
Bamenda in Cameroon. 
Other countries 
Industrialized countries 
United States 
2352. The main development in trade relations 
with the United States during March was the 
holding of the bilateral consultations requested by , 
the United States Government under Article 
XXIII(l) of GATT concerning the Community 
arrangements for imports from third countries of 
products processed from fruit and vegetables. 
These arrangements provide for a system of im-
port certificates with the lodging of a security, 
and a minimum import price for tomato concen-
trates.3 
The United States Delegation took the view that 
these arrangements were contrary to the provi-
t Point 2407. 
2 1 u.a. = approximately $1.19. 
3 Bull. EC 7/8-1975, point 2245. 
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sions of GATT. The Commission delegation con-
tended that they were in accordance with the 
Community's international commitments. It is 
now for the United States Government to decide 
whether to take this matter before GATT. 
2353. On the other hand, developments on two 
other fronts threaten to prejudice Community ex-
ports to the United States. 
The Commission has protested against the meas-
ures recommended to President Ford by the 
United States International Trade Commission as a 
result of the situation in the American footwear 
industry. These proposals range from a tripling of 
customs duties for one year with an annual 
reduction of 3 % thereafter for a period of five 
years (measure recommended by three of the 
members of the ITC) to an increase in the cus-
toms duties on the imports into the United 
States in excess of the total imported in 1974 
(proposed by two members), the sixth member 
recommending aid measures for the workers and 
firms concerned. In the Commission's opinion, 
the proposed measures are contrary both to 
GATT and to the Trade Pledge. ~ . 
, 2354. There was also a major new development 
t " on the important question of special steels. The Community reacted to the threat that import 
quotas would be introduced for the American 
market after 14 June unless it agreed before that 
date to restrict its exports, and the Commission 
expressed its profound regret at 'the decision of 
the United States Government to take import 
relief measures to protect the United States spe-
cialty steel industry. The Community has main-
tained from the outset that such measures were 
without any justification as far as Community 
exports to the United States were concerned. The 
Community's views in this respect were convey-
ed to the President of the United States as re-
cently as 24 February by the President of the 
Commission. The Commission will immediately 
review with the Council all aspects of what is 
now a new situation.' 
Bull. EC 3-1976 
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Canada 
Framework Agreement for Commercial 
and Economic Cooperation 
2355. Negotiations were formally opened on 
11 March between the European Communities 
and Canada for the conclusion of a Framework 
Agreement for Commercial and Economic 
Cooperation. 
In their opening statements, the head of the 
Commission delegation and the Canadian Assis-
tant Under-Secretary of State for the Department 
for External Affairs found themselves in broad 
harmony on the essential objectives of the nego-
tiations and on the overall shape of the final 
agreement. Both sides agreed that the Coopera-
tion Agreement should be non-preferential and 
evolutionary in character and should contain pro-
visions for commercial and economic cooperation 
and consultation procedures. A joint Cooperation 
Committee should be set up, and cooperation 
activities under the Agreement would be comple-
mentary and additional to those taking place be-
tween Canada and the individual Member States 
of the European Communities. 
Both sides affirmed the importance of proceeding 
speedily with these negotiations, so that an 
Agreement could be signed during 1976. Accord-
ingly, the two delegations met again on 24 and 
25 March for a second round of negotiations. 
Good progress was made on that occasion and a 
further round of talks is expected to take place 
during May. 
Industrial cooperation between the EEC and Canada 
2356. From 23 January to 4 March, an official 
Canadian mission consisting of Government of-
ficials and senior representatives of forest-based 
industries paid a visit to Europe, during which it 
had important meetings with Sir Christopher 
Soames and Mr Altiero Spinelli and with govern-
ment and industry in Britain, France, Italy and 
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Germany, as well as with the European federa-
tions representing the industry throughout the 
Community. 
The discussions were exploratory in nature and 
dealt mainly with the ways and means for future 
cooperation between European and Canadian for-
est-based industries, in particular such forms of 
cooperation as long-term contracts, joint ven-
tures, technological cooperation, exchange of 
know-how, statistics and other information. 
While the European participants underlined their 
interest in the stable supply of raw materials and 
semi-finished products, the Canadian side for its 
part confirmed Canada's intention to continue to 
be a supplier of these products on a long-term 
basis but expressed its wish to participate to a 
greater extent in supplying the future growth of 
the European market for finished products. 
On taking leave of the European hosts, the Can-
adian mission's spokesman said that the tour 
had been most useful and had laid a good foun-
dation for further fruitful cooperation between 
Europe and Canada. A number of interesting 
possibilities had been identified which members 
of the mission would be examining in detail with 
their European colleagues over the next few 
months. 
Developing countries in Asia 
and Latin America 
Iran 
2357. On completion of the exploratory talks 
held in Brussels and Tehran during 1975, the 
Commission forwarded a Communication to the 
Council on 9 March in which it recommends the 
opening of negotiations with Iran for the conclu-
sion of an outline trade and economic cooperation 
agreement. The objective of the agreement would 
be to establish wide-ranging dynamic cooperation 
between Iran and the Community, which would 
reflect the traditional, historical and economic 
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links between the Member States of the Commu-
nity and Iran, the political will of the two parties 
to strengthen relations between them, the com-
plementarity and interdependence of the respec-
tive economies and their determination to 
develop trade. 
It is envisaged that the two parties should grant 
each other most-favoured-nation treatment in the 
tariff field. The agreement would also create a 
framework for the examination of any economic 
and trade problems which might arise in future. 
The agreement should add a Community dimen-
sion to the bilateral economic cooperation which 
already exists and will continue between the 
Member States and Iran. In accordance with the 
objectives of the proposed agreement, the scale of 
this cooperation would increase in step with the 
development of the policies of Iran and the Com-
munity. 
2358. The 1963 Trade Agreement expired in 
1973 and since that time talks have been taking 
place on the future direction of relations between 
the Community and Iran. 
In November 1974,1 the Council discussed this 
subject. The most recent series of exploratory 
talks was held as a follow-up to the visit by Sir 
Christopher Soames to Tehran in May 1975, 
when he met the Prime Minister, Mr Hoveida, 
and the Minister for Economic and Financial 
Affairs, Mr Ansari. 
Pakistan 
2359. Sir Christopher Soames, Vice-President of 
the Commission, paid an official visit to Pakistan 
from 14 to 19 March at the invitation of the 
Government of that country. 
He was received by Mr Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, 
Prime Minister of Pakistan, with whom he had a 
wide-ranging discussion on current world political 
1 Bull. EC 11-1974, point 2420. 
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and economic issues, and in particular on the 
prospects for the successful outcome of the 
North-South Dialogue. 
Sir Christopher also held discussions with Rana 
Mohammad Hanif Khan, Minister of Finance, 
Planning and Development, Mr Mir Afzal Khan, 
Minister of Commerce and Tourism, and Mr 
Aziz Ahmad, Minister of State for Defence and 
Foreign Affairs. In the course of these talks, he 
informed the Ministers of recent developments in 
the continuing evolution of the European Econ-
omic Community, with particular reference to the 
maturing of its commercial policy and the growth 
in the range of instruments available to it in the 
field of aid, and he assured them of the Commu-
nity's intention to continue, in the spirit of the 
Joint Declaration of Intent annexed to the Treaty 
of Accession, to take full account of Pakistan's 
interests in the future application of its policies in 
these fields. For their part, the Ministers outlined 
to Sir Christopher the economic situation and 
needs of Pakistan, and welcomed the prospects of 
closer relations between their country and the 
Community. They informed him that the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan had decided to approve the 
1 outcome of the recent negotiations for a Corn-
' mercial Cooperation Agreement with the Corn-
' 
' munity. 
~ 
1 Malaysia 
r 
2360. Sir Christopher Soames, Vice-President of 
the Commission, received Datuk Musa Hitam, 
Malaysia's Minister for Primary Industries on 
23 March. The main purpose of these talks was 
to give Sir Christopher a first hand report on the 
recent meeting of ASEAN Economic Ministers, 
in which the Minister had himself participated. 
This meeting was a follow-up to the ASEAN 
Summit Conference the previous month and had 
agreed on a number of specific projects for econ-
omic and industrial cooperation between the 
member countries of ASEAN. 
There was also an exchange of views between Sir 
Bull. EC 3-1976 
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Christopher . and the Minister on the arrange-
ments for and development of cooperation be-
tween the Commission and ASEAN with a view 
to the next meeting of the Joint Commis-
sion/ ASEAN Study Group, which is due to take 
place in Manila in the first week of May. 
Diplomatic relations 
2361. On 1 March,' the President of the Coun-
cil and the President of the Commission received 
Their Excellencies Mr Harry E. Dyett (Guyana), 
Mr Dean R. Hinton (United States), Mr Georg 
Seyffertitz (Austria) and Mr Eliphas A. Odeke 
(Uganda) who presented their letters of credence 
in their capacity as heads of the missions of their 
countries to the European Communities (EEC, 
ECSC, EAEC). 
The new Ambassadors of Guyana and the Uni-
ted States succeed Mr Laurence E. Mann and Mr 
Joseph A. Greenwald respectively who have been 
called to other duties. The new Ambassador of 
Austria replaces Mr Rudolf Reiterer who has 
retired. 
The new Ambassador of Uganda is the first 
Head of Mission of his country accredited to the 
three European Communities (EEC, ECSC, 
EAEC). As Ambassador to the European Econ-
omic Community, he succeeds Mr Daniel Owino 
who from 1968 to 1970 had been the representa-
tive to the EEC of Uganda and of two other East 
African countries. 
I OJ C 58 of 12.3.1976. 
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and organs 
of the Communities 
European Parliament 
Part-session in Strasbourg 
from 8 to 12 March 
2401. The dominant topics of the first sittings 
of the 1976/77 session were the Community's at-
titude towards the Angola question, the different 
lines taken by the Council and Commission in 
respect of Greece's application for membership 
and the direct elections to the European Parlia-
ment. The House strongly criticized the Council's 
decision-making procedures. Other prominent 
matters were the need for common cultural activ-
ities, the defence aspect of foreign policy, the 
economic situation, the problems of an asso-
ciate-Turkey, the Channel Tunnel and ques-
tions of human rights in the German Democratic 
Republic. Agricultural matters, including conver-
sion premiums in the wine sector, and consumer 
affairs were also debated. 
On 9 March, the new session started off with the 
election of the President and Vice-Presidents. 1 
Opening of the 1976177 session 
(9 March) 
2402. The 1976/77 session of the European Par-
liament was opened by the oldest representative, 
Mr Roger Houdet (LIF), who, in his opening ad-
dress, outlined the tasks facing the House in the 
year ahead. He dwelt on the question of direct 
elections on which the European Council is to 
take a decision on 1 and 2 April. He appealed to Mr 
Gaston Thorn, the President of the Council, not 
to dash Parliament's hopes. Mr Houdet also 
spoke of the role of the national assemblies. To 
expand Europe's democratic identity, much closer 
links had to be forged with those parliaments. 
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Mr Spenale re-elected President 
2403. To prolonged applause, Mr Georges Spe-
nale (S/F) was re-elected President of the House. 
There was no need for a secret ballot since no 
other candidate was nominated. Mr Spenale has 
been President of the European Parliament since 
11 March 1975.2 
In his address, Mr Spenale said that his unani-
mous re-election had come at a difficult but ex-
citing moment; difficult at home, with unem-
ployment, inflation and currency fluctuations 
with their effects on the common agricultural 
p<)licy, and abroad (Africa, Latin America, Portu-
gal); but exciting since difficulties often worked 
as a stimulus (the North-South Dialogue, the 
charter on the rights and economic duties of na-
tions, the Lome Convention). The end of the 
tunnel, albeit still a long way off, was in sight. 
At this stage Parliament had a major job to do 
which it would not shirk. On the institutional 
side, Mr Spenale pointed the way: ratification of 
new agreements on Parliament's budgetary pow-
ers and proposals for its integration into the 
legislative process. The final decision on direct el-
ections must be taken in 1976. In 1977 the Mem-
ber States must decide on the implementing ar-
rangements so that the elections could be held in 
1978. 
I This report was prepared from the German edition of 
'Information' published by Parliament's Secretariat. 
The political group and nationality of members are indicated 
in brackets by the following abbreviations: C-D = Christian 
Democrats, S = Socialists, L = Liberals and Allies, C = Euro-
pean Conservatives, EDP = European Progressive Democrats, 
COM =Communists and Allies; B = Belgium, DK = Den-
mark, D = Federal Republic of Germany, F = France, IRL = 
Ireland, I = Italy, L = Luxembourg, NL = Netherlands, UK 
= United Kingdom. 
The complete texts of the Resolutions passed by Parliament 
are reproduced in OJ C 79 of 5.4.1976 and the verbatim report 
is contained in OJ Annexes 200 and 201. 
2 Bull. EC 3-1975, point 2402. 
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2404. When the President had been elected, the 
twelve Vice-Presidents, who with the President 
make up Parliament's Bureau, were also re-elect-
ed by acclamation. 
They are: 
Mr Giovanni Bersani (C-DID 
Mr Comelis Berkhouwer (LINL) 
~ Lord Bessborough (CIUK) 
Mr Michael B. Yeats (DEP/IRL) 
Mr Gerard Bordu (COMIF) 
Mr Waiter Behrendt (SID) 
Mr Hans-August Liicker (C-D/D) 
Mr Ove Guldberg (LIDK) 
Mr Lucien Martens (C-D/B) 
Mr Achille Corona (SID 
Mr Jacques Santer (C-DIL) 
Sir Geoffrey de Freitas (SIUK) 
At the beginning of the new session the mem-
bers of the twelve Parliamentary Committees1 
were also appointed and subsequently elected 
their Chairmen and deputy Chairmen. 
Parliament calls for a prompt decision 
on direct elections 
(11 March) 
2405. On the basis of the draft Convention2 
presented by Parliament, the European Council is 
to take the final decision on direct elections when 
it meets in Luxembourg on 1 and 2 April. The 
House strongly urged the European Council to 
do so. After Mr de la Malene (DEPIF) had with-
drawn his group's motion which made no explicit 
reference to Parliament's draft, the Resolution 
was supported by five groups. Only the Commu-
nists took a different view. In the division several 
United Kingdom members and one Danish 
member of the Liberal group abstained. 
The rapporteur for the Political Affairs Commit-
tee on the draft Convention, Mr Patijn (S/NL), 
reiterated the criteria which the House wanted to 
see used in settling the controversial issue of seat 
allocation: optimum proportional representation, 
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no country to have fewer seats than in the pres-
ent Parliament; the House must be able to func-
tion nonrially without becoming too large. 
Alongside Parliament's draft were French, Italian 
and Irish proposals (see Table 7). 
In talks with the Council, Parliament had made 
it clear that it could accept any solution which 
matched these criteria with a complement of be-
tween 300 and 400 members. Mr Patijn could 
therefore see no reason to put off the decision. A 
'no' on 1 and 2 April would be regarded as a 'no' to 
parliamentary democracy in Europe. 
Mr Bertrand (C-D/B) felt that all the arguments 
put forward in the public debate did not justify 
the rejection of the proposals by the Council. 
This applied both to the condition of a uniform 
election procedure and to the basis in law (Arti-
cles 138 or 236 of the EEC Treaty). The uniform 
procedure, which according to the Patijn draft 
could not be worked out until after 1978, was 
formerly, when the 1960 Dehousse proposal was 
under discussion, the reason why the opponents 
of direct elections rejected them. 
Lord Gladwyn (LIVK) warned against considering 
the preparation of a new draft. This would be 
putting off the elections to the Greek calends. 
Sir Peter Kirk (CIVK) saw nothing in the con-
troversial question of the number of members to 
warrant postponing the decision. 
Mr Sandri (COM/1) supported the direct elections, 
not on behalf of his group but in the name of the 
Italian Communists. But, he said, they were not 
to be overestimated as a panacea for all ills. They 
represented only one phase in the struggle for 
far-reaching democratization. Thereupon, Mr Fel-
/ermaier (SID) urged the French Communists, 
who in the public debate had rejected direct 
elections out of hand, to make their position clear 
in the House. Mrs Goutmann ( COM IF) confirmed 
that her party wanted an independent, democrat-
ic Europe but not supranational institutions. 
I Bull. EC 1-1976, point 2422. 
2 Bull.EC 1-1975,point2501. 
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Table 7 - Representation of the Member States in the European Parliament 
Proportion Present Parliament's French Irish Italian of total representation draft 
EEC pop. in EP Convention proposal proposal proposal 
96 Seats J 96 share Seats j 96 share Seats I 96 share Seats j 96 share Seats l 96 
Belgium 3.81 
Denmark 1.96 
FRGermany 24.21 
France 20.29 
Ireland 1.18 
Italy 21.31 
Luxembourg 0.14 
Netherlands 5.22 
United Kingdom 21.90 
Total 
The Council's decision-making 
procedure sharply criticized 
(10 March) 
14 7.17 23 
10 5.05 17 
36 18.18 71 
36 18.18 65 
10 5.05 13 
36 18.18 66 
6 3.03 6 
14 7.07 27 
36 18.18 67 
198 355 
2406. In two Oral Questions to the Council and 
Commission, Mr Broeksz (S/NL), Mr Behrendt 
(S/D) and Mr Espersen (S/DK) criticized the 
Council's decision-making procedure. Despite the 
positive resolutions of the Paris Summit Confer-
ence in 1972, nothing much had changed; the 
Council still had a massive backlog of proposals 
to deal with. The questioners and Mr Burgbacher 
(C-D/D) pointed to the adverse effect on integra-
tion of Council decisions still outstanding. Lurk-
ing behind this 'decision gap' was the danger of 
postponed decisions being taken in the end at 
quite different levels. 
In his reply, the President of the Council, Mr 
Thorn, stressed that unfortunately decisions did 
not hinge on the goodwill of individual Council 
members but were tied to the unanimity rule. He 
78 
6.48 13 4.60 26 6.77 22 6.0 
4.79 8 2.80 20 5.21 18 4.9 
20.00 65 22.90 74 19.28 74 20.4 
18.31 55 19.36 68 17.70 64 17.7 
3.66 6 2.11 18 4.68 16 4.4 
18.59 58 20.40 69 17.97 6i 18.5 
1.69 3 1.05 9 2.34 6 1.6 
7.61 17 5.98 30 7.81 26 7.2 
18.87 59 20.77 70 18.23 68 18.8 
284 384 361 
recommended that firm dates be set in advance 
for European Council and government meetings 
and that the activities of the specialized Council 
meetings be more effectively coordinated. Some 
progress could be noted in the efforts to improve 
the Council's working methods, but it must be 
borne in mind that differences of opinion as to 
substance could not be overcome simply by im-
proving the procedure. 
The President of the Commission, Mr Ortoli, also 
advocated more effective coordination of the 
Council's work. 
External relations 
Urgent debate on Angola 
-Resolution on the Community's African policy 
(10 March) 
2407. An emergency debate on Angola was ar-
ranged following a question put by Mr Blumen-
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feld (C-D/D) to the Foreign Ministers' Confer-
ence on the lack of uniformity among the Mem-
ber States on the matter of the recognition of 
Angola, a question which most speakers felt Mr 
Thorn had failed to answer satisfactorily. 
Mr Thorn, speaking only in his capacity as Lux-
e~bourg's Prim~ Minister and Foreign Minister, 
smce the Question Time procedure did not yet 
apply to political cooperation, summarized the 
views of the Nine, as stated in February I in the 
following points: 1. Angola's problems ~ould be 
considered together with the problems of the 
whole South-West African region. 2. The Nine 
had .expressed their concern over the military 
confltct and had urged the belligerents to restore 
national unity. 3. The Angolan people alone 
should determine their own destiny. '4. Th~ 
Community supported the efforts of the African 
States in the OAU (Organization for African Un-
ity) to establish peaceful cooperation. South Afri-
ca's policy of apartheid was condemned. This was 
a good start for the Community towards speaking 
with one voice in future. 
At t~e end of the debate, the HoUse passed a Re-
soll;ltton on the Comn.mnity's African policy 
whtch expressed the wiSh that African policy 
sh<;mld transcend the economic aspects and be 
gutded by general political considerations. Inter-
ference by other States in Africa was condemned 
and rejection of racist policies was reaffirmed. 
Greece's membership of the Community approved 
(10 March) 
2408. In a debate arising from two questions to 
~ the Commission by Mr Scott-Hopkins (C/UK) and Mr de la Malene (DEPIF), a number of mem-bers broadly supported Greece's application for 
I, membership. Unlike the Council which had un-~servedly approved the application, the Commis-
ston had been more guarded in its Opinion and 
seeing the extent of the necessary structural 
~ 
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changes in the Greek economy, had recommend-
ed a transitional period during which the objec-
tives of. the Association should first be comple-
tely attamed by means of a comprehensive econ-
omic programme. 2 
Mr Klepsch (C-D/D) called for an early start to 
accession negotiations, which should, however 
proceed with the greatest care so that all conceiv~ 
able difficulties could be cleared out of the way. 
Mr Corterier (S/D) spoke of Greece's moral right 
and entitlement under the Treaty of Rome to 
belong to the Community and without overlook-
ing the problems he was convinced that Greece 
would be a dynamic element in the process of 
European unification. Sounding a more cautious 
note, Mr Scott-Hopkins, (C/UK) endorsed the 
Commission's view. Mr Krieg (DEPIF) and Mr 
De Clercq (LIB) were pleased with the Council's 
decision. They stressed that Greece was the 
Community's first Association partner. 
Council President Thorn pointed out that with its 
application Greece was accepting all of the obli-
gations inherent in the Treaty and would there-
f<;>re gain all the corresponding privileges. In prin-
ciple, enlargement of the Community must be 
accompanied by an internal reinforcement. 
On the question of relations with Turkey, Mr 
Thorn said that the Association Agreement must 
be fully exploited; there must be no room for 
doubt that the Community did not set great store 
by these relations. 
Further development of the Association with Turkey 
(8 March) 
2409. Parliament endorsed the recommenda-
tions of the EEC-Treaty Joint Parliamentary 
Committee which met in Ankara from 15 to 20 
September 1975. They concerned the need for 
political consultation, the state and further dev-
I Bull. EC 2-1976, point 2502. 
2 Bull. EC 1-1976, points 1101 to llll. 
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elopment of the Association and the problems of 
Turkish migrant workers (especially the education 
of their children). The Council and Commission 
were urged to show more understanding for Tur-
key's economic and social needs. Greece's acces-
sion should neither adversely affect further dev-
elopment of the Association with Turkey nor im-
pair Turkey's prospects for eventual membership. 
On the Cyprus question, the House was disap-
pointed that no tangible results were yet to be 
seen. The rapporteur, Mr Klepsch (C-D/D) con-
firmed that in admitting Greece, no one in the 
Community was intending to dissolve the link 
with Turkey. He praised Turkey as one of the 
most faithful and reliable association partners 
who deserved our full support. This had also 
been conveyed to the Turkish delegation which 
had attended Parliament's January sittings. 
Mr Brunner of the Commission reported that at 
the meeting of the EEC-Association Council a 
week earlier, the Community had partly succeed-
ed in dispelling Turkish misgivings over the 
Agreements with Israel and the Maghreb coun-
tries and Turkish agricultural exports. 
Denial of parental rights by the 
German Democratic Republic 
(10 March) 
2410. In a question to the Conference of the 
Member States' Foreign Ministers, fifteen mem-
bers (Mr Klepsch (C-D/D), Mr Liicker (C-D/D), 
Mr Blumenfeld (C-D/D), Mrs Walz (C-D/D), Mr 
Artzinger (C-D/D), Mr Scholten (C-DINL), Mr 
Vernaschi (C-D/I), Mr Martens (C-D/B), Mr Des-
champs (C-D/B), Mr Vandewiele (C-D/B), Mr 
Dykes (C/UK), Lord Reay (C/UK), Mr Normanton 
(C/UK), Mr Broeksz (S/NL) and Mr Pintat (LIF) 
brought up the problem of denial of parental 
rights by the German Democratic Republic to 
persons who left the country. It was reported that 
children whose parents had fled the GDR were 
offered for adoption by citizens loyal to the re-
gime. The questioners called on the Foreign Min-
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isters to take every opportunity they had to get 
the GDR to respect the humanitarian principles 
of the Helsinki Declaration. 
Supported by Mr Vandewiele (C-D/B), Mr Klepsch 
(C-D/D) stressed that this involved the whole 
question of human rights which must also be 
respected by the GDR. Mr Seefeld (SID), how-
ever, stated that in five known cases, under dif-
ferent circumstances, parental rights had been 
withdrawn from former GDR citizens now living 
in the Federal Republic of Germany. It was in-
deed a shocking state of affairs, but the interests 
of all concerned were better served if the problem 
was resolved bilaterally. This was also the view 
of the responsible Bundestag Committee. 
Acting for the Chairman of the Conference of 
Foreign Ministers, the Netherlands State Secre-
tary, Mr Brinkhorst highlighted the attitude of the 
Community· Foreign Ministers who believed that 
direct aid was more effective than public talk. 
Successful results had so far borne this out. 
European foreign policy and d~fence 
(10 March) 
2411. Lord Gladwyn (LIUK), Mr Scott-Hopkins 
(C/UK), Mr Achenbach (LID), Mr Aigner (C-D/D) 
and Mr Klepsch (C-D/D) asked the Conference ·or 
Foreign Ministers what positive steps it had tak-
en to follow up Parliament's Resolution of 
15 December 1975 on the consequences of a Eu-
ropean foreign policy for the defence sector.1 The 
House had regretted the disparity between the 
advances in harmonizing the foreign policies of 
the Member States of the Community and the 
lack of progress in harmonizing defence policies. 
It had called upon the Governments of the Nine 
to examine means of achieving the objectives of j 
rationalizing arms production, logistics and mili-
tary infrastructure in the context of political co-
operation and had approved the creation of an 
agency for the joint development of weaponry. 
I Bull. EC 12-1975, point 2406. 
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The questioners pointed out that the Tindemans 
Report also contained recommendations for de-
fence policy. 
Representing the Chairman of the Foreign Min-
isters' Conference, the Netherlands State Secre-
tary, Mr Brinkhorst followed by Mr Stewart 
(S/UK) felt that these questions fell within the 
province of other bodies such as NATO rather 
than within the Community competence. 
Agreement with Malta 
(12 March) 
, 
2412. Parliament approved the agreement ex-
tending the provisions of the first stage of Mal-
ta's association. The first stage, due to terminate 
, on 31 March 1976, would now be extended for r about twelve months. 
~ 
Economic affairs 
The European Community - a Community 
of stability and growth? 
(11 March) 
2413. Parliament urgently called on the Council 
and Cvmmission for proposals for economic and 
monetary policy measures to relaunch and organ-
ize economic and monetary union. It adopted a 
Resolution on a motion tabled by Mr Brugger (C-
D/I) in November 1975 and pointed out with 
concern that the goal of a Community of stability 
and growth set by the Treaty had been called 
into question by the Council's indecision since 
1974. 
The reason Mr Brugger gave for this move, 
which met with all-round approval, was that in 
21 months when direct elections to Parliament 
were to take place, the European electorate could 
hold the European MPs responsible for the pro-
posals and decisions 'mouldering in the archives 
of the Council'. The aim of the Resolution was 
1 
to remind the Council of its responsibility. 
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Report on the economic situation rejected 
(11 March) 
2414. A majority rejected Mr Artzinger's (C-
D/D) report on the economic situation in the 
Community. The Socialist group, in particular 
justified its rejection on the grounds that in th~ 
face of the alarming unemployment figures the 
report offered no firm footholds for solutions. 
The report contained the Opinion of the Com-
mittee on Economic and Monetary Affairs on the 
statement concerning the economic situation of 
the Community which Vice-President Haferkamp 
of the Commission presented to the House on 
12 February.' 
European Communities Institute for 
Economic Analysis and Research 
(11 March) 
2415. Parliament approved the Commission's 
proposal to found an Institute for Economic 
Analysis and Research. It should study econ-
omic, monetary, industrial and social questions 
arising from the process of European integration 
and engage in longer-term projections. In so do-
ing it should collaborate as closely as possible 
with existing national bodies. The location of the 
Institute is still to be decided. The House recom-
mended that it be established in a city where the 
necessary data-processing and other facilities are 
available. 
Convergence of national policies 
(10 March) 
2416. In two questions to the Council and 
Commission, Mr de la Malene (DEPIF) suggested 
a 'devolution of the Community's services' so 
that in the present recession citizens could be 
brought into closer touch with the Community. 
The increasingly scant regard for the Community 
1 Bull. EC 2-1976, points 2202 and 2403. 
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interest with which the economic, social and 
sectoral policies of the Member States were con-
ceived and implemented had deepened the mal-
aise felt by all Europeans and 'smacked of pro-
tectionism'. 
Customs warehouses and free zones 
(12 March) 
2417. Parliament approved a Commission pro-
posal for a Directive on extending the compe-
tence of the Committee for Customs Processing 
Arrangements to cover customs warehousing and 
free zone procedures. It should ensure more ef-
fective cooperation between the Member States 
and the Commission. 
European cultural policy 
(8 March) 
2418. Parliament welcomed a Commission 
working paper on cultural activities; cultural ex-
changes of every type were an excellent way of 
fostering the citizen's awareness of a European 
identity. The House called for substantial 
increases in the funds available for cultural ex-
changes for young workers. The Commission 
should also promote other activities designed to 
make the culture of other Community countries 
available to broader sections of the population by 
encouraging the translation of literary and other 
works and promoting cultural events, representa-
tions and performances on radio and television. 
The Commission should investigate ways and 
areas in which Member States' cultural policies 
could be included in the European Union. 
The rapporteur, Mr Broeksz (S/NL) who opened 
the debate, stressed that economic and social co-
operation between the Community countries 
must be consolidated by cooperation in the cul-
tural sphere. 
The group spokesmen, Mr Deschamps (C-D/B), 
Mr Nyborg (DEPIDK), Mrs Kel/ett-Bowman 
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(C/UK) and Mr Ellis (S/UK) all endorsed the 
comments of the rapporteur and Chairman of the 
Committee on Cultural Affairs and Youth. They 
were also of one mind in insisting that the Com-
munity's role must simply be to harmonize cul-
tural policies since it was the very variety of its 
culture which enriched the Community. Greater 
knowledge and the consequent understanding of 
the respective cultural backgrounds of the Mem-
ber States was, however, generally regarded as a 
requisite for political cooperation. Cultural identi-
ty alone gave the Community the cohesion it 
needed. But the cultural values of minorities 
must not be lost. In this connection, Mr Ellis 
(S/UK) highlighted the problems of the Welsh-
speaking minority in Britain. 
For the Commission, Mr Brunner thanked the 
Committee on Cultural Affairs and Youth for its 
work in the cultural sphere and the longstanding , 
support it had given the Commission. He was 
glad that the House had broached these ques-
tions but warned against overoptimism. He con-
curred with those members who wanted to pro-
mote cultural variety. In conclusion, he indicated 
that the Commission would present its cultural 
policy proposals in the form of a detailed pro-
gramme after many studies now under way had 
been completed. 
Youth 
(8 March) 
European education for young workers 
2419. Parliament thought that one of the major 
problems facing the Community today stemmed 
from the fact that the public mind was not totally 
committed to the efforts for political union. It 
was urged that the hitherto inadequate initiation 
in European cooperation, especially for young 
workers, should therefore be considerably 
strengthened. 
The idea was to develop the exchange pro-
grammes and the information role of the planned 
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but still not yet established Youth Forum and 
promote educational leave, and home-study 
courses. Financial resources should be provided 
by boosting the appropriations for the Kreyssig 
Fund (Bfrs 15 million in the Commission's bud-
get earmarked for informing the public, and par-
ticularly young people about the Community) 
and should be used first to assist young workers. 
The rapporteur, Mr Laban (S/NL) highlighted the 
problems of young workers who wished to take 
further education courses. As long as sufficient 
educational leave was not forthcoming, education 
for them was synonymous with loss of income. 
Parliament was therefore calling for leave periods 
of four or five weeks. 
The own-initiative report of the Committee on 
Cultural Affairs and Youth was supported by Mr 
Walkhoff(SID) and Mr Schulz (C-D/D) who both 
opposed short courses in the form of week -end 
seminars. Mr W alkhoff stressed that the course 
must be educationally effective. He emphasized 
that any lack of European commitment could not 
be attributed solely to inadequate information 
facilities. Mr Schulz reminded the Commission of 
the unsettled question of convening a European 
Youth Forum which had been pending for a long 
time. 
Mr Nyborg (DEPIDK) felt that one of the aims of 
the courses should be to convince the younger 
generation that the Community was not a para-
dise for bureaucrats. Mrs Kel/ett-Bowman (C/UK) 
was opposed to giving preference to any one 
group of the population. Education for older 
people was just as important. 
Mr Brunner, Member of the Commission, felt 
that possibilities for keeping young people in 
touch with the Community even after they have 
left school were to be found in the new guide-
lines for a Community vocational training policy 
now before the Advisory Committee on Voca-
tional Training; similar scope was offered by 
Article 50 of the EEC Treaty as the basis for a 
second Commission programme for the exchange 
of young workers. Mr Brunner also believed that 
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the tripartite social conferences involving the 
Ministers of Labour and of Economic Affairs and 
the two sides of industry could well discuss such 
aspects as the information and education of 
young workers. He told the House that as the 
Council had given its approval, a European 
Youth Forum could now at last be set up. 
European Youth Orchestra 
(8 March) 
2420. Parliament unanimously approved the 
formation of a Youth Orchestra sponsored by the 
Community. It would be no burden on the Com-
munity budget since the necessary funds were 
available from private sources. The orchestra 
would consist of one hundred and eight amateur 
musicians aged from fourteen to twenty. Each 
Member State would put forward twenty-five 
candidates, from whom twelve would be selected 
in each case. After two weeks' practice in Aber-
deen, the orchestra would play first in the Com-
munity capitals and the towns where Parliament 
was sitting. The project had been initiated by the 
International Festival of Youth Orchestras Foun-
dation. Lady Fisher of Rednal (S/UK) and Mrs 
Kel/ett-Bowman (C/UK) had both called for Com-
munity support. This was promised by Mr Brun-
ner who felt the orchestra would be of the great-
est value; it would bring young people together 
and promote culture. 
Industry 
Parliament assesses the results 
of the Dragon project 
(12 March) 
2421. The Chairman of the Committee on 
Energy, Research and Technology, Mr Springo-
rum (C-D/D) censured the Council 'for not think-
ing along European lines in the matter of re-
search'. The Council had not acted on Parlia-
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ment's request of 17 December 19751 to push 
ahead with the Dragon High Temperature Project 
and had not agreed an extension. The Dragon 
Agreement to which the entire Community was 
party, would therefore expire on 31 March 1976. 
The House urgently appealed to the Council to 
extend the Agreement until at least the end of 
1976. It also warned against the negative effects 
which the closure was bound to have on the ex-
ploitation of new sources of energy. It further 
urged that at least the final report on the evalua-
tion of data obtained must be completed as the 
basis for any further projects in high-temperature 
reactor research. 
Transport 
Summer time 
(12 March) 
2422. In 1976 four countries, France, Italy, Ire-
land and the United Kingdom would apply sum-
mer time. In Ireland and the United Kingdom 
clocks would be put forward one hour from GMT 
and in Italy and France two hours; thus clocks 
would be 60 minutes ahead of the otherwise 
usual, but variable, time. Moreover, the period of 
summer time began and ended on different 
dates. The Commission had therefore proposed 
that from 1977 at least the length of summer 
time be gradually standardized, i.e. 6~ months 
(1977-79: 3/211 April to 16115114 October).2 
Parliament welcomed the Commission's proposal 
as the first step towards standardizing summer 
time throughout the Community. The House 
called for a searching investigation into the 
effects of introducing summer time on interna-
tional passenger and goods traffic within the 
Community. It further considered that negotia-
tions should be conducted at the earliest oppor-
tunity with non-member countries concerned, 
particularly Austria and Switzerland. 
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The Channel Tunnel discussed again 
(10 March) 
2423. Mr Berkhouwer (LINL) Sir Geo.ffrey de 
Freitas (S/UK), Mr Martens (C-D/B), Mr Krieg 
(DEPIF) and Mr Girardin (C-D/I) asked about the 
Council's and Commission's plans to examine 
the possibilities for building a tunnel under the 
English Channel, Mr Brunner, Member of the 
Commission, reported that the project, which 
France and the UK had now dropped was still 
economically viable according to the latest esti-
mates. It was therefore not altogether ruled out 
that the Community would take it over. But 
because of the towering costs (2 000 million u.a. 
plus 1 600 million for the approaches) he did not 
think that this was the right time to present a 
firm proposal to the Council. 
Agriculture 
Conversion premiums in the wine sector 
(12 March) 
2424. Parliament felt that the Commission's 
proposal for granting a conversion premium in 
respect of wine to help reduce the surplus was 
not acceptable unless it formed part of an overall 
reform of the wine market organization. Improve-
ments were needed to many of the points. 
Subject to changes in the replanting conditions, 
deletion of the ban on replanting and a consi-
derable increase in the premium, Parliament ap-
proved the proposal. 
Question Time 
(10 March) 
2425. Question Time included questions on the 
following subjects: failure of the Member States 
to coordinate their positions on the Angola ques-
1 Bull.EC 12-1975,point2410. 
2 Bull. EC 2-1976,point 2268. 
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tion; introduction of a European passport in 
1978; the need for a general debate on Commu-
nity transport policy; work on a new Eurocontrol 
Convention; relations with Canada; codification 
of Council items appearing in the Official Jour-
nal; the Benguela railway; competition and price 
policy of multinational companies; shortage of 
skilled labour; the 'two tier' Community; nuclear 
safety; mission costs for officials attending Stras-
bourg meetings; increasing the sugar quota, 
Community assistance teams for natural and oth-
er disasters; alleviation of Community unemploy-
ment; a common EEC fishing zone; the trade 
balance with Japan; the skimmed-milk powder 
surplus; uneconomic shipping rates in State-trad-
ing countries. 
Council 
t In March the Council held four meetings on ex-
J temal affairs, agriculture, economic and financial 
~ affairs and energy. 
385th meeting- External affairs 
(Brussels, 1 and 2 March) 
2426. President: Mr Thorn, Luxembourg Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs. 
From the Commission: Mr Orto/i, President, Sir 
Christopher Soames, Vice-President, Mr Cheys-
son, Member. 
Election of the European Parliament by direct univer-
sal sziffrage: In the light of the conclusions at the 
European Council meeting of 1 and 2 December 
1975, the Council got down to a searching 
appraisal of the unresolved questions concerning 
election of Parliament by direct universal suf-
frage. The Council considered that some of the 
points, particularly the allocation of seats, would 
have to go to the European Council. Afterwards 
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the Council met a delegation from the European 
Parliament led by President Spenale. 
Conference on International Economic Cooperation: 
The Council noted that the first session of the 
Commissions had gone ahead in Paris from 11 to 
20 February. It was pleased to note that the pro-
ceedings had started in a cordial atmosphere and 
agreed a number of arrangements to follow up 
preparation of a common and constructive Com-
munity position in the Paris dialogue. 
Tropical products: The Council examined in detail 
possible offers on tropical products which the 
Community might make in the GATT multilat-
eral trade negotiations. It was agreed to take a fi-
nal decision no latter than the next meeting. 
386th meeting - Agriculture 
(Brussels, 2 to 6 March) 
2427. President: Mr Hamilius, Luxembourg Min-
ister of Agriculture. 
From the Commission: Mr Lardinois, Member. 
At a marathon sitting, the Council fixed the farm 
prices for 1976177.1 
387th meeting - Economic and financial affairs 
(Brussels, 15 March) 
2428. President: Mr Vouel, Luxembourg Minister 
of Finance. 
From the Commission: Mr Hajerkamp, Vice-
President. 
Community loans: The Council adopted the Deci-
sion on Community loans for Italy and Ireland 
and the Decisions laying down the conditions of 
economic policy which the two countries are to 
abide by.2 
Euratom loans: The Council set out guidelines on 
most of the economic and financial aspects of 
I Points 2239 to 2246. 
2 Points 2201 to 2208. 
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this draft Decision. It was agreed to refer the 
draft to the Council meeting on energy on 
25 March so that the energy aspects could be 
added. 
Economic situation: The Council carried out its 
first quarterly review for 1976 of the economic 
situation in the Community.1 
Budgetary unit of account: Pending proposals on 
the budgetary unit of account expected shortly 
from the Commission, the Council tentatively 
discussed the matter in general terms. 
388th meeting - Energy 
(Brussels, 25 March) 
2429. President: Mr Mart, Luxembourg Minister 
for Economic Affairs. 
From the Commission : Mr Simonet, Vice-
President. 
Energy objectives for 1985 and rational utilization of 
energy: The Council discussed broadly how to 
attain the 1985 objectives of the Community en-
ergy policy and reduce the Community's degree 
of dependence on imported oil by measures to 
cut down consumption and promote the develop-
ment of Community energy resources. 
The Council took note of the Commission's first 
regular report on the programme for the rational 
utilization of energy and approved five Recom-
mendations to the Member States containing 
practical proposals for making efficient use of en-
ergy in the building, transport and domestic elec-
trical appliance industries. 2 
Measures to be taken in the event of oil supply diffi-
culties: The Council looked in detail at key facets 
of Community arrangements to be put in hand if 
problems arise in the supply of crude oil and pet-
roleum products.3 
Community information and consultation procedure 
concerning petroleum prices: The Council agreed in 
principle on a Directive concerning a Community 
information and consultation procedure concern-
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ing the prices for oil and petroleum products 
within the Community.4 
Support for Community projects in the oil and gas sec-
tor: The Council endorsed the Decision concern-
ing measures to support Community technolog-
ical projects in the oil and gas sector. 5 
Information on investment projects of Community 
interest in the petroleum, natural gas and electricity 
sectors: The Council approved the amendment to 
Regulation 1056/72 on notifying the Commission 
of investment projects <;>f Community interest in 
the petroleum, natural gas and electricity sectors.6 
Implementing the energy policy guidelines: The 
Council discussed in depth questions arising in 
connection with implementing the energy policy 
guidelines laid down by the European Council on 
1 and 2 December 1975.7 
Euratom loans: Having confirmed the guidelines 
agreed at the Council meeting of 16 March 8 on 
economic and financial affairs concerning the 
draft Decision authorizing the Commission to ~ 
issue Euratom loans so that the Community ~ 
might help to finance nuclear power stations, the 
Council noted that two delegations had general 
reservations. It was agreed to deal with these 
points at the next meeting on energy.9 
Commission 
Activities 
2430. The Commission held five meetings in 
March, which centred on preparations for the Eu-
ropean Council meeting on 1 and 2 April, budget 
matters, the economic and monetary situation 
1 Point 2209. 
2 Points 2284 and 2285. 
3 Point 2283. 
4 Point 2286. 
5 Point 2287. 
6 Point 2288. 
7 Point 2282. 
8 Point 2428. 
9 Point 2289. 
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and employment. President Ortoli reported on his 
visits to Portugal and Israel. 
Employment: The Commission carefully studied a 
paper on the strategy which the Community 
should deploy in order to secure full employment 
while maintaining stability. The Commission will 
follow the guidelines it has adopted durirrg the 
intense consultations it is to have with the two 
sides of industry during the weeks ahead. To-
wards the middle of May it will set out its final 
position, with due consideration to the opinions 
it has heard in a paper to be used as the basis 
for the Tripartite Conference. 
The Commission feels that in view of the serious 
economic and social situation (continuing high 
unemployment despite economic recovery), and 
the prospect of major structural changes over the 
years ahead the governments and the workers' 
and employers' organizations must reach broad 
agreement at the Tripartite Conference on a 
number of short- and medium-term objectives 
and on certain lines of immediate action to res-
tore full employment swiftly· while maintaining 
stability, to halt the upsurge in prices and to pro-
mote productive investment. 
Monetary situation: The Commission appraised 
developments on the monetary front in the Com-
munity. It found that the French Government's 
decision to withdraw from the snake confirmed 
once again that the Community exchange rate 
system would always be vulnerable until the 
member countries had shown in practical terms 
that they were determined to press on with econ-
omic and monetary integration failing which the 
Community's achievements could not be pre-
served.1 
The Commission announced that it would make 
the necessary proposals and that it was counting 
on the forthcoming European Council meeting to 
lay down the guidelines to ensure the Commu-
nity's cohesion. 
Economic policy: The Commission adopted a 
Communication to the Council assessing the de-
1 gree of convergence attained by the economic 
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policies of the. Member States in 1975. Here the 
Commission pointed to the solid results gained 
during the second half of the year after the Com-
mission's coordination work which strengthened 
the complementarity of the various national 
economic policy measures. 
At the same time the Commission adopted a 
report on the economic policy guidelines for 1976 
in which it adjusted the forecasts it made last 
autumn. The Commission fmds that recent devel-
opments have borne out the value of the guide-
lines adopted then. A gentle recovery can be ex-
pected and this must be backed up by measures 
to combat rising prices and unemployment.2 
Budget guidelines for 1977: The Commission adopt-
ed its Communication for the joint Council 
meeting of 5 April on the main guidelines to be 
adopted for the 1977 budget. It set out a number 
of criteria to guide the institutions in selecting 
projects and action to be financed at Community 
level: 
(i) action where substantial savings can accrue 
from a project of European proportions in, for 
example, research and development; 
(ii) action which fosters or rectifies conditions 
which affect more than one State (for instance, 
protection of the environment, education of mi-
grant workers and their children, transport infra-
structures, etc); 
(iii) assistance to alleviate the problems of ad-
apting structures, which themselves are caused 
by the creation of the common market (this cov-
ers most of the projects of the Regional Fund, 
the EAGGF Guidance Section, the Social Fund, 
ECSC aid etc.); 
(iv) action connected with the development of 
the Community's external relations, particularly 
in regard to the development of the Third World 
and the Community's security and independence, 
notably safeguarding energy supplies. 
On the basis of these criteria, the Commission 
1 Point 2206. 
2 Point 2209. 
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proposes to develop a number of projects already 
under way, confirms its plans in respect of pro-
posals already made (e.g. the European pro-
gramme for the aircraft industry) and announces 
new moves which include a European pro-
gramme for transport infrastructure. 
Budgetary unit of account: The Commission adopt-
ed a Communication to the Council on the use 
of the European unit of account for the Commu-
nity budget. 
The Commission confirmed its intention to re-
place the present unit of account by the Euro-
pean unit of account as from 1 January 1978; the 
new unit of account is already used for ECSC, 
European Investment Bank and European Devel-
opment Fund operations. 
The period up to the end of 1977 will be taken 
up preparing the inevitably complicated adminis-
trative texts which this radical change entails and 
putting them through the Council and the Euro-
pean Parliament. 
Second action programme on the environment: The 
Commission adopted its second action pro-
gramme on the environment. It is a composite 
programme concerned with reducing pollution 
and nuisances, safeguarding the environment and 
natural resources and stepping up internationally 
coordinated action. 1 
Harmonization of taxation: The Commission 
adopted two proposals to the Council under its 
programme for harmonizing taxation. The first 
covers initial measures to harmonize taxes on 
transactions in securities (shares and bonds) with 
a view to reducing taxes and eventually eliminat-
ing them so as to facilitate the movement of ca-
pital within the Community. The second would 
strengthen cooperation between tax authorities to 
counter tax evasion more effectively. 
Steel import restrictions: The Commission deeply 
regretted the decision taken by the President of 
the United States to place restrictions on imports 
with the aim of protecting the US special steels 
industry; as President Ortoli had indicated per-
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sonally to President Ford during his visit to 
Washington on 24 February, to the Commis-
sion's mind, there was no justification whatever 
for such protectionist measures. 
Emergency aid: By urgent procedure, the Commis-
sion laid proposals before the Council to aid the 
refugees following the recent events in Angola. 
Departmental organization: The Commission 
changed the organization plans of the Director-
ates-General for Social Affairs and Transport. It 
also formed a task force for the negotiations on 
Greece's accession to the Community. 
Relations with workers' and 
employers' organizations 
2431. A number of meetings were organized in 
March for workers' and employers' organizations. 
The subjects of the meetings were: 
(i) multilateral negotiations under GATT, with 
the Textile Trade Unions Committee; 
(ii) employee participation and company struc-
ture (Green Paper), the multinationals and the 
harmonization of laws governing company 
groups, with the European Trade Union Confed-
eration (ETUC); 
(iii) operation of the freight haulage market, 
with the Committee of Commercial Organiza-
tions in the EEC Countries (COCCEE) and the 
Union of the Industries of the European Com-
munity (UNICE); 
(iv) the Tindemans Report, with the European 
Metalworkers' Federation (EMF). 
Court of Justice 
New cases 
Case 21176- (1) Handelskwekerij G.J. Bier, BV, 
Nieuwerkerk a/d IJssel, and (2) Stichting 'Rein-
1 Points 1301 to 1303andSupplement6176-Bull. EC. 
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water', Amsterdam, v Mines de Potasse d' Alsace 
SA, Mulhouse 
Case 24176- Estasis Salotti, Snc, Meda, v Firma 
RUma Polstereimachinen GmbH, Cologne 
Case 25176- Galeries Segoura, SPRL, Brussels, 
v Firma R. Bonakdarian, Hamburg 
Case 29176 - Firma LTU Lufttransport-Unter-
nehmen GmbH & Co. KG, DUsseldorf, v Euro-
control, Brussels 
2432. In the short period since the entry into 
force of the Protocol empowering the Court of 
Justice to interpret the convention on jurisdiction 
and the enforcement of judgments in civil and 
commercial matters,1 the Court has been asked 
on several occasions to give rulings on the scope 
of that convention, a fact which shows its impor-
tance in the day-to-day affairs before the courts. 
In March, the Court received four further re-
quests for interpretation. 
In the first case concerning the compensation of 
a Dutch horticultural undertaking by a French 
factory discharging large quantities of chloride 
into the Rhine, the Gerechtshof Den Haag asked 
the Court on 2 March for a ruling on whether 
the phrase 'the place where the damage or injury 
has occurred' in Article 5 (3) of the abovemen-
tioned convention should be interpreted as being 
the place where the damage has occurred or the 
place where the act occurred which gave rise to 
the damage. 
In the following two cases, the questions submit-
ted by the Bundesgerichtshof on 11 March con-
cern the interpretation of the first paragraph of 
Article 17. The point in doubt is whether the sti-
pulation of the competent court on the back of 
a contract signed by the two parties or of a con-
firmation of order not disputed by the purchaser 
constitutes a written agreement within the mean-
ing of this Article. 
In the last case, the Oberlandesgericht DUsseldorf 
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asked the Court on 18 March whether the con-
cept 'civil and commercial matters' in the first 
paragraph of Article 1 should be interpreted in 
the light of the law of the State in which judg-
ment has been given in the proceedings or of 
that in which an action for the grant of an en-
forcement order has been brought. 
Case 22176- Import Gadgets, SRL, Paris, v SpA 
LAMP, Pavia 
2433. The Tribunale de Pavia asked the Court 
of Justice on 5 March for a preliminary ruling on 
the tariff classification of acoustic devices imitat-
ing the sound of laughter, intended for the man-
ufacture of speaking dolls (tariff heading 
No 97 02 B or 97 03 B). 
Case 23176 - lmpresa Pulizia L Pellegrini & C., 
SaS, V arese, v (1) Commission (JRC lspra) and 
(2) Flexon ltalia, SpA, Venezia/Mestre 
2434. A cleaning company responsible, under 
contract, for cleaning the JRC at lspra, brought 
an action on 9 March against the Commission 
· and, in addition, against another cleaning com-
pany. 
This action has two objects; the plaintiff requests 
firstly that the contract clause concerning the per-
iod of notice in the event of termination of the 
contract be respected and secondly that the act 
by which the Commission awarded to Flexon 
ltalia the contract for cleaning the Centre follow-
ing an invitation to tender be annulled by reason 
of the fact that the plaintiffs tender offered more 
favourable conditions than that of Flexon ltalia. 
Case 26176 - Firma Metro-SB-Grossmarkte 
GmbH & Co. KG, DUsseldorf, v Commission 
2435. On 15 December 1975 the Commission 
adopted a Decision 2 declaring the provisions of 
I OJ L 204 of 2.8.1975. 
2 OJ L 28 of 3.2.1976. 
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Article 85 (1) of the EEC Treaty·to be inapplicable 
to the conditions of sale for the domestic market 
used by the SABA undertaking. These conditions 
govern, among other things, access to the SABA 
sales network; consideration is given only to spe-
cialist undertakings meeting certain conditions, 
and only those who undertake to achieve a cer-
tain sales target are appointed. 
In connection with this matter, a German corn-
pany which claims to meet the qualitative requi-
rements for admission but has not been appoint-
ed as a SABA retailer, lodged with the Commis-
sion a complaint against the SABA sales system. 
This complaint was rejected by letter of 14 Jan-
uary 1976. 
This German company brought an action before 
the Court of Justice on 11 March to annul the 
Commission's decision and rejection of its com-
plaint, on the grounds that they are contrary to 
Article 85 of the EEC Treaty. 
Case 27176- (1) United Brands Company, Bos-
ton, and (2) United Brands Continentaal BV, 
Rotterdam, v Commission 
2436. On 17 December 1975, the Commission 
adopted a Decision1 imposing a fme of one mil-
lion units of account on United Brands Com-
pany, having found that the latter was abusing 
its dominant position on the banana market by 
dividing up the market, imposing dissimilar and 
unfair prices and refusing to continue supplies. 
On 15 March, United Brands Company brought 
an action before the Court of Justice to annul 
this decision or to reduce the fine should the 
decision be upheld. 
This action is accompanied by a request for a 
stay of execution of the said decision until the 
Court has given its judgment on the substance of 
the case. 
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Case 28176 - Firma Milac GmbH, GroB- und 
AuBenhandel, Darmstadt, v Hauptzollamt Frei-
burg 
2437. In a case concerning the calculation of 
monetary compensatory amounts on imports into 
Germany of whole-milk powder from France, the 
Finanzgericht Baden-Wtirttemberg asked the 
Court of Justice on 15 March for a preliminary 
ruling on whether the corrective amount applied 
to skimmed milk should be applied to these im-
ports, thus raising the question of the compatibil-
ity of Regulation (EEC) No 725174 altering the 
monetary compensatory amounts2 with the basic 
regulations adopted by the Council. 
Cases 30 and 31176- Officials of European Par-
liament v European Parliament 
2438. These are actions to annul the European 
Parliament's implied decision to reject claims, 
one concerning a periodic report and the other an 
appointment. 
Case 32176 - Mrs A. Saieva, Vve C. Reale, 
Montaperto, v Caisse de compensation des allo-
cations familiales de l'industrie charbonniere des 
bassins de Charleroi et de la Basse-Sambre, Char-
leroi 
2439. In a case concerning the payment of fam-
ily allowances, the Tribunal de travail of Charle-· 
roi asked the Court of Justice on 29 March for 
a preliminary ruling on the interpretation of Ar-
ticle 42 (5) of Regulation No 3 on social security 
for migrant workers3 and of Article 94 (5) of Reg-
ulation (EEC) No 1408171 on the application of 
social security schemes to employed persons and 
their families moving within the Community.4 
I 0J L 95 of9.4.1976. 
2 OJ L 89 of 1.4.1974. 
3 OJ 30 of 16.12.1958. 
4 OJ L 149 of 5.7.1971. 
Bull. EC 3-1976 
Court of Justice 
Judgments 
Joined Cases 67 to 85175 - Ets. Lesieur-Cotelle et 
Associes SA, Boulogne-sur-Seine, et al. v Com-
mission 
2440. Nineteen French oil mills had brought an 
action before the Court of Justice against the 
Commission under the first paragraph of Arti-
cle 215 of the EEC Treaty for compensation for 
damages they claimed to have suffered by virtue 
of the fact that the Commission adopted Regu-
lation (EEC) No 189172 repealing the compensa-
tory amounts applicable to fats following the 
temporary widening of the margins of fluctuation 
of certain Member States' currencies,1 and as a 
result of the faulty operation of the common or-
ganization of the market in fats deriving there-
from. The plaintiffs maintained that in these cir-
cumstances the Community aid provided for pur-
chases of colza seeds produced within the Com-
munity was now inadequate; they claimed that 
the aid should have covered the difference be-
tween the Community price and the world mar-
ket price calculated not by reference to the offi-
cial parity of the dollar, but on the real value of 
that currency. 
In its judgment of 17 March, the Court dismiss-
ed the actions as inadmissible in so far as they 
concern aids pre-set between 1 February 1972 
and 31 March 1972, and rejected the remainder 
as unfounded. 
Case 95175- Firma Effem GmbH, Verden/All-
er, v Hauptzollamt LUneburg 
2441. The Finanzgericht Hamburg had asked 
the Court of Justice on 3 September 1975 for a 
preliminary ruling on the validity of Commission 
Regulations Nos 311, 317, 381, 410 and 4271742 
fixing the export levies on cereals, in so far as 
they ftx the total amount of the levy for forage 
preparations (tariff heading 23.07) without taking 
account of their starch content. 
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In its judgment of 9 March, the Court of Justice 
ruled that these Regulations were invalid. 
Case 101175- Firma Nordgetreide GmbH & Co. 
KG, Obersickte bei Braunschweig, v Commission 
2442. On 22 September 1975 a German under-
taking manufacturing cereal products had 
brought a claim for damages before the Court of 
Justice for losses it claimed to have suffered on 
exports of maize groats, pellets and flaked grains 
to Denmark and the United Kingdom owing to 
the fact that the Commission had adopted Reg-
ulations Nos 751175 and 1026175 altering the 
monetary compensatory amounts3 without adopt-
ing transitional measures for transactions in pro-
gress. By order of 5 March, the Court of Justice 
removed this case from the register. 
Case 107175- Commission official v Commis-
sion 
2443. This case concerning the grant of the ex-
patriation allowance was removed from the Court 
register by order of 18 March. 
Case 108175 - Mr G. Balsamo, Asti, v Institut 
national d'assurance maladie-invalidite, Woluwe-
St.-Pierre 
2444. The Brussels Tribunal de travail had ask-
ed the Court of Justice on 13 October 1975 for 
a preliminary ruling on whether Article 56 of the 
Belgian Law of 9 August 1963 4 establishing and 
laying down detailed arrangements for a compul-
sory sickness and disability insurance scheme 
was compatible with the provisions of Regula-
tions Nos 3, 4, 1408171 and 574/725 (social secur-
ity) concerning the rules for applying for a disa-
bility pension. 
I OJ L 24 of 28.1.1972. 
2 OJ L34 of 7.2.1974, L35 of 8.2.1974, L43 of 15.2.1974, 
L 46 of 19.2.1974, L 49 of 21.2.1974 and L 50 of 22.2.1974. 
3 OJ L 74 of 22.3.1975 and L 101 of 21.4.1975. 
4 Moniteur beige of 1.11.1963. 
5 OJ 30 of 16.12.1958, L 149 of 5.7.1971 and L 74 of 
27.3.1972. 
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In its judgment of 9 March, the Court of Justice 
ruled that it was not compatible. 
Case 115175 - Firma Gebr. Dietz, Frank-
furt/Main, v Commission 
2445. On 26 November 1975 a German ftrm 
exporting white sugar brought a claim for dam-
ages before the Court of Justice to compensate 
it for the loss it claimed to have suffered as a re-
sult of the inadequacy of export refunds to cover 
risks arising from the devaluation of the dollar 
and the adjustment to the system of monetary 
compensatory amounts. 
By order of 18 March, the Court removed this 
case from its register. 
Case 116175- Commission official v Commis-
sion 
2446. This action concerning the grading of the 
plaintiff on appointment was removed from the 
Court register by order of 2 March. 
Economic and Social Committee 
138th plenary session 
2447. The Economic and Social Committee 
held its 138th plenary session in Brussels on 
31 March and 1 April, with the Committee 
Chairman, Mr Canonge, in the chair. The Com-
mittee prepared ten Opinions. Sir Christopher 
Soames, Vice-President of the Commission, 
addressed the Committee on the Community's 
external policies and Mr Henri Mayras, First Ad-
vocate-General at the Court of Justice spoke 
about the role, composition and work of the 
Court. 
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Opinions 
Commission Communication to the Council 
on the European social budget 
2448. In this Opinion, adopted unanimously, 
the Committee approved the broad lines of the 
Commission's Communication, asked the Com-
mission to continue to press on rapidly with the 
implementation of the European social budget as 
a matter of priority and urged that it be afforded 
appropriate means to this end. The Committee 
commented on various aspects of the coverage of 
the European social budget and on the imme-
diate and future objectives which will be set in 
the light of the Community's economic and 
social aims and policies and in connection with 
medium-term economic planning. 
Coordination of employment policies 
2449. This unanimously adopted Opinion on 
the coordination of employment policies was pre-
pared by the Committee using its right of initia-
tive. The Opinion embodied various comments 
and proposals concerning employment policies, 
the tasks of the national employment depart-
ments and the scope for cooperation at Commu-
nity level. The Committee felt that in the early 
stages cooperation between national departments 
should concentrate ftrst and foremost on develop-
ing the exchange of information and experience 
on the organization, operations and the authority 
of the national departments, action to improve 
comparability of statistics and concepts used in 
the Member States, ways of enabling SEDOC, 
the European international vacancy clearing 
system, to play its full part and the use of the 
European Social Fund as a special tool of em-
ployment policy. 
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Establishing a European Communities Institute 
for Economic Analysis and Research 
2450. The Committee approved and supported 
the Commission's proposal to set up a European 
institute for research, but suggested that its offi-
cial title should be: 'European Communities 
Institute for Economic and Social Analysis and 
Research'. The Committee wanted the proposed 
Institute to focus also on the social facets of the 
problems it will be studying. 
Regional policy 
2451. The Committee unanimously adopted its 
Opinion on the Community's regional develop-
ment problems over the period 1975-77 and on 
laying down a Community regional policy. It wel-
comed the Council's decision to set up a Region-
al Development Fund and a Regional Policy 
Committee and strongly supported the efforts to 
establish a Community regional policy. The 
Committee recommended that assistance from 
the Regional Fund be granted according to com-
mon objective criteria such as income per head, 
migration and the level of unemployment. The 
criteria must ensure that aid would be focused 
on the neediest regions in the Community. The 
Committee also commended the Commission's 
efforts to apply the principle whereby Commun-
ity assistance must complement Member States' 
regional development activities and should not 
lead to any slackening of national efforts in this 
field. 
Mutton and lamb 
2452. In its Opinion on the proposal for a 
Council Regulation concerning the transitional 
common organization of the market for mutton 
and lamb, the Committee found that the propo-
sal on hand concerned only three Member States 
and feared that if it was applied some distortion 
of trade might well occur. 
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Tax exemptions 
2453. In its Opinion on the proposal for a Di-
rective on tax exemptions applicable within the 
Community to the temporary importation of cer-
tain means of transport, the Committee held that 
application of the proposed arrangements would 
be a major step forward. But it remarked that no 
complete solution to the problems involved in 
the movement of means of transport could be 
found until harmonization in taxation, mainly 
VAT, had been achieved. 
In its Opinion on the proposal for a Directive 
relating to tax exemptions for personal property 
imported permanently from a Member State by 
private individuals, the Committee felt that the 
provisions stipulated in the proposal were a major 
step towards harmonization of taxation, which 
would have an appreciable psychological effect on 
the private citizen. 
Warehouses -free zones - usual forms of handling 
2454. The Committee approved the proposal for 
a Directive amending Directive 69174/EEC on 
customs warehousing procedure, Directive 
69175/EEC on arrangements for free zones and 
Directive 711235/EEC on the usual forms of 
handling in customs warehouses and free zones. 
The proposal would extend the powers of the 
Committee for Customs Processing Arrange-
ments. The Economic and Social Committee 
hoped that this trend would continue and that a 
single committee would steadily take in hand all 
customs procedures with the ultimate aim of 
finalizing a 'European customs code'. 
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ECSC Consultative Committee 
176th meeting 
The ECSC Consultative Committee held its 
176th meeting in Luxembourg, with Mr Capan-
na, the Committee Chairman, in the chair. 
Railway tariffs 
2455. After the Commission's statement on ac-
tivities under the ECSC Treaty, the question of 
the new agreement to establish through interna-
tional railway tariffs for the carriage of coal and 
steel was raised. Various speakers called on the 
Committee to consider the matter and put it on 
the agenda for the next meeting on 10 June. It 
was pointed out that this agreement on the car-
riage of coal and steel was of concern to the 
Committee as it could well have serious conse-
quences for collieries and steel companies; more-
over, there were doubts as to whether it complied 
completely with Article 70. In the end it was de-
cided that the Markets and Prices Subcommittee 
would look into the matter on 23 April and that 
the Committee would discuss it on 10 June. 
Forward programme for steel for the 
second quarter of 1976 
2456. Presenting the forward programme for 
steel for the second quarter of 1976, the Commis-
sion representative stressed the valuable services 
rendered over the last twelve months by the pro-
grammes in restoring a certain balance between 
supply and demand on the steel market. 
The steel producers contended that, although 
they shared the Commission's cautious optimism 
about developments, the current prices would 
still be well below the level required to balance 
the accounts, let alone finance future invest-
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ments. The delivery estimates for individual 
products were also considered overoptimistic, 
particularly the forecast increases of 20 % for de-
liveries of wire rod and 15% for special steels. 
General steel objectivesfor 1980-85 
2457. The rapporteur, Mr Dichgans, echoed the 
unanimous approval expressed by the General 
Objectives Subcommittee of the Commission's 
thorough work. The Subcommittee shared the 
Commission's view, hopeful compared with oth-
ers, as regards the trend in the Community's 
share of world steel production. In respect of cok- ~ 
ing coal, the debate called for a clear statement 
that the political risks bearing on supply could be 
reduced by investment decisions which could 
maximize Community coking coal output. It was 
also pointed out that the anticipated trend in ~ 
scrap looked too optimistic and that, from the 
angle of commercial policy, no allowance had been 
made for a fresh crisis like the present one. 
Concluding the discussion on the Dichgans 
report, it was decided to send it to the Commis-
sion, with the understanding that the Commis-
sion would also take into account the ideas ex-
pressed at the meeting. 
The Committee then considered Mr M01/er's re-
port compiled on behalf of the Subcommittee for 
Labour Problems, which dealt with the social 
facets of the general objectives. 
Speaking on behalf of the workers' group, Mr 
Doyen thought that the Commission should arm 
itself to deal with the social problems which 
would certainly arise between 1980 and 1985. In 
the same vein, he quoted Mr Thomson's state-
ment that we could expect a constant figure of 
three million unemployed in Europe. The Com-
mission should also study the possibilities of 
redeveloping the many regions affected by struc-
tural unemployment and initiate a conversion 
policy for which additional funds would have to 
be earmarked in the budget. The Committee did 1 
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not pursue the matter further but it was decided 
to resume the discussion later on the basis of a 
new paper prepared by the Commission. 
Forward programme for coal for 1976 
2458. The Commission hoped that the Com-
munity companies would soon be able to honour 
the long-term contracts in respect of coking-coal 
requirements. The Member States had responded 
fairly well to the Commission's proposal to the 
Council in January that the present aid scheme 
for coking coal be extended from 1979 to 1985. 
The Commission had also proposed to the Coun-
cil a system of storage aid to be paid for from 
Community funds. It was hoped that the propo-
sal would be accepted at the Council's next meet-
ing on energy. 
The Commission representative again told the 
Committee that the Commission was anxious to 
see that electricity production should continue 
to be based largely on the use of Community 
coal. 
During the debate various speakers put right de-
tails concerning the development of the coal in-
dustry in their respective countries. It was also 
pointed out that coal producers should be encour-
aged to build up stocks which would be useful 
when economic activity recovered and that for 
safety reasons electricity production should con-
tinue to be based primarily on conventional re-
sources. 
In view of the late hour, the debate had to be cut 
short and the coal question will be put on the 
agenda of a forthcoming Committee meeting. 
The Commission representative assured the 
Committee that it would be informed in advance 
of all the measures relating to the coal industry. 
These measures would be to assist storage and to 
step up the use of coal in power stations. 
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Unit of account 
2459. The Committee gave a favourable opinion 
on the draft Decision on the introduction of the 
European unit of account (EUA) for coking coal. 
European Investment Bank 
Loans issued 
2460. The European Investment Bank has 
issued $100 million of eight-year notes on the 
United States capital market. 
Bearing interest at 8.625 %, payable half-yearly, 
the notes were offered to the public at 99.75%, the 
yield being 8.67 %. 
Application has been made to list the issue on 
the New York Stock Exchange. 
The issue is the second by the EIB on the United 
States capital market.1 
Loans granted 
Ireland 
2461. The Bank has granted a loan equivalent 
to£ 17.2 million (29.9 million units of account) to 
Nitrigin Eireann Teoranta for construction of a 
chemical plant at Marino Point near Cork, Ire-
land, which will produce ammonia and urea for 
agricultural uses. The terms of the loan are 8 
years with an interest rate of 9 %. 
The plant will be one of the largest of its kind 
in the world with an annual production capacity 
of 435 000 tonnes of ammonia and 310 000 
tonnes of urea, a fertilizer with a high nitrogen 
content derived from ammonia. 
Natural gas from the K.insale Head field discov-
I Bull. EC 11-1975, point 2462. 
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ered three years ago off the coast of Ireland, 
50 km south of Cork, will be used as the feed-
stock for the ammonia production. 
The plant is due to come on st~m in 1978 at 
a total cost (fixed investments) estimated at about 
£ 62 million. 
Italy 
2462. The Bank has granted four loans totalling 
the equivalent of Lit. 43 700 millio~ (54.8 m~llion 
units of account) to the Cassa per 11 Mezzog10rno 
to help finance infrastructure and industrial in-
vestments in Southern Italy. 
Over half the sum, Lit. 24 000 million, will be 
used for port development and road links at Ta-
ranto. The project which the Bank is helping to 
finance comprises 11 km of new roads, including 
a 1.7 km bridge over the Mare Piccolo, and the 
first phase of a new port to the west of the city. 
The total cost will be in the region of Lit. 93 000 
million, to which the EIB has contributed a loan 
of Lit. 24 000 million, granted for 10 years. 
A loan of Lit. 12 000 million, for 12 years, has 
been granted by the Bank for investments form-
ing part of a 'Special Project' aimed at reducing 
pollution in the Bay of Naples. The total scheme 
involves purification plants and sewers to serve 
200 communes and 15 industrial woes all around 
the Bay: the EIB has already contributed to the 
financing with a loan of Lit. 24 000 million grant-
ed in October last year.1 
Again for the protection of the environment, the 
Bank has granted a loan of Lit. 5 000 million f~r 
8 years which will be on-lent by the Cassa per 11 
Mezzogiorno to ISVEIMER (Istituto per lo Svi-
luppo dell'Italia Meridionale) to contribute to-
wards the financing of anti-pollution installations 
at the Italsider steelworks in Bagnoli (Naples). 
The remaining loan of Lit. 700 million, granted 
for 10 years, will also be on-lent to ISVJ?-IMER to 
contribute to the financing of an extensiOn to the 
Uniroyal Manuli SpA rubber tubing factory at 
European Investment Bank 
Ascoli Piceno in the Italian Marches. This exten-
sion will create 280 new jobs. 
2463. The Bank has granted a loan equivalent 
to Lit. 16 000 million (20 million units of account) 
for extension of the ANIC SpA petrochemicals 
complex at Manfredonia (Apulia) in the South of 
Italy. 
The loan has been granted to the parent group, 
ENI (Ente Nazionale Idrocarburi), for 8 years at 
an interest rate of 9 %. 
The project involves the installation of plant to 
increase ammonia output and a new unit for pro-
duction of urea, both these products for use in 
the manufacture of fertilizers. The total cost of 
the works is estimated at about Lit. 45 000 mil-
lion. 
2464. The Bank has granted two loans totalling 
the equivalent of Lit. 40 000 million (50.1 million 
units of account) to the Cassa per il Mezzogiorno 
for a major irrigation scheme in Basilicata and 
improvement of the port, road and rail infrastruc-
ture serving the industrial zone at Manfredonia 
(Apulia). 
The irrigation scheme will cover about 18 700 
hectares of the Alto Metaponto, an area of hills 
and plateaux in the south of Basilicata. The cost, 
about Lit. 60 000 million, will be 40 % covered by 
the EIB's loan which is Lit. 24 000 million, grant-
ed for 10 years at an interest rate of 9~ %. The 
scheme forms part of a major programme of 
works designed to end the water shortage that 
has long handicapped agriculture and hindered 
industrial growth in Apulia and Basilicata and for 
which the EIB had already provided a Lit. 24 000 
million loan. 1 
The second loan, Lit. 16 000 million, also granted 
for 10 years at 9~%, will help to finance infra-
structure works which are under way to serve the 
industrial zone at Manfredonia. They include 
I Bull. EC 10-1975, point 2459. 
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construction of a new industrial port, a 10 km 
diversion of the trunk road No 89 to by-pass the 
narrow, congested streets of the town, and a new 
railway link between the industrial zone and the 
Foggia-Manfredonia line. 
United Kingdom 
2465. The Bank has granted two loans totalling 
the equivalent of £ 13 million (22.6 million units 
of account) to the National Water Council for 
major water supply schemes in the North of 
England. 
£9 million, provided for 10 years at an interest 
rate of 9~%, will be on-lent by the NWC to the 
North-West Water Authority to help finance a 
series of works, estimated to cost some £88 mil-
lion by their completion, which are designed to 
meet a large part of the region's additional water 
needs until the middle of the next decade. The 
works include: 
(i) construction of an additional 20 km aqueduct 
(the Shap Aqueduct) from the Haweswater Reser-
voir in the Lake District to a treatment plant on 
the existing Haweswater Aqueduct which runs 
southwards to supply the main centres of popu-
lation and industry in the north-west, 
(ii) two further aqueducts (one 12 km long link-
ing the rivers Lune and Wyre, the other 26 km 
long between an abstraction point further down 
the Wyre and a distribution point at Hoghton), 
(iii) a treatment plant, additional boreholes to tap 
groundwater resources and modification to an ex-
isting reservoir. 
The combined effect of all the works in the pro-
ject will be to release an extra 220 .000 cubic 
metres of water per day to help meet growing 
domestic and industrial requirements of the 7 
million people in the NWW A region, which in-
cludes the counties of Cheshire, Merseyside, 
Greater Manchester, Lancashire and Cumbria. 
The remaining £4 million-granted for 12 years, 
also at an interest rate of 9~ %-will be on-lent 
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by the National Water Council to the Northum-
brian WateE Authority as a second contribution 
by the EIB towards the financing of the Kielder 
Water Scheme.1 
The works will cost about £100 million and will 
meet the anticipated increase in water require-
ments of the region until the beginning of the 
next century. 
New Caledonia 
2466. The Bank has granted a loan equivalent 
to 5 million units of account (about FF 26.1 mil-
lion) to help finance an expansion in the produc-
tion capacity of the Societe Metallurgique le 
Nickel-SLN in New Caledonia. 
The loan-for 12 years at an interest rate of 
9~ %-has been provided to the Caisse Centrale 
de Cooperation Econpmique, a French public 
body whose principal role is ·to help finance dev-
elopment of French Overseas Departments and 
Territories and certain Third World countries 
with which France has special cooperation links. 
It will be used to part-finance a FF 150 million 
loan which this institution is providing for the 
project. 
Second largest nickel producer in the West, the 
SLN works a mining area of 170 000 ha and oper-
ates a plant producing ferro-nickel alloys for use 
by the iron and steel industry and also mattes 
(sulphurated mixtures rich in nickel) which are 
mostly shipped to an SLN plant at Le Havre, 
France, to be turned into refined products. 
The New Caledonia economy depends heavily on 
the Territory's mineral wealth; the project will 
help SLN to maintain its production potential in 
line with the expected growth in demand for 
nickel between now and 1980. 
In 1969 the Bank provided the equivalent of 
2.025 million u.a. for earlier investments by SLN 
in New Caledonia. 
I Bull. EC 10-1975, point 2460. 
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Togo, Ivory Coast and Ghana 
2467. The European Investment Bank has 
granted a loan equivalent to 5 925 000 units of 
account (about CF AF 1 550 million) to help 
finance construction of a clinker production plant 
and installations at a limestone quarry at Tablig-
bo, near Lome, in Togo. 
The loan has been provided to 'Ciments de 
1' Afrique de l'Ouest - CIMAO', a company cre-
ated by an international treaty concluded in De-
cember 1975 between the Republic of Togo, the 
Ivory Coast and Ghana, which hold 90% of its 
capital in equal shares. 
Plant capacity will be around 1 200 000 tonnes 
per year and the treaty provides that the three 
countries will buy up all the output to resell it at 
a single, basic price to local clinker crushing 
plants. 
The total cost of the CIMAO project will be 
about CFAF 56 100 million (215 million units of 
account). This includes the industrial invest-
ments by the company itself and the cost of rail-
way, port and energy· infrastructure which the 
operation of the plant will call for and which will 
be met by the Togolese government. 
The project will closely integrate the production 
and marketing of a product which is basic to 
economic development of these countries and 
will give rise to new trade flows between them. 
It is the first industrial project of a regional char-
acter in West Africa. The main beneficiary will 
be Togo, the least developed of the three coun-
tries, where the new resources and the effect 
they will have on the balance of trade and bal-
ance of payments will improve the structure of 
the national economy. Exploitation of this local 
resource will also enable Togo and its partners to 
be less dependent on imports of clinker from the 
industrialized countries. 
The second Y aounde Convention made provision 
for the Bank to grant loans from its own re-
sources up to a total of 90 million u.a. to help fi-
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nance projects contributing to the economic dev-
elopment of the signatory countries. The ceiling 
has now been reached with the granting of this 
loan. 
Financing Community activities 
The unit of account 
2468. In its Communication to the Council of 
12 December 19741 the Commission introduced a 
new European unit of account linked to a com-
posite basket of the currencies of the Member 
States the value of which fluctuates in line with 
the variations in the exchange rates of the com-
ponent currencies. Since then the European unit 
of account (EUA) has been adopted by the Eu-
ropean Investment Bank and will also be used 
under the Lome Convention concluded with the 
ACP States;2 it has also been employed since 1 
January 1976 for transactions involving the oper-
ational budget of the ECSC. 3 
On 24 March, the Commission forwarded to the 
Council a Communication concerning the pro-
blems involved in using the unit of account for 
the Community budget and proposed that the 
EUA be used for this purpose from 1 January 
1978. The Commission has undertaken to make 
the necessary proposals by 31 July 1976 so that 
the deadline of 1 January 1978 can be met. 
Overall assessment of Community budget 
problems 
2469. The European Council meeting in Rome 
on 1 and 2 December 1975 expressed a wish for 
1 Bull. EC 12-1974, point 2203. 
2 Council Decision of 21.4.1975 on the definition and con-
version of the European unit of account used for expressing 
the amounts of aid mentioned in Article 42 of the ACP-EEC 
Convention of l.ome, OJ L 104 of 24.4.1975. 
3 Commission Decision of 18.12.1975, OJ L 327 of 
19.12.1975. 
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an overall assessment of Community budget 
problems to be carried out at a joint meeting of 
Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Ministers 
of Finance1 to be held on 5 April. 
As instructed, the Commission prepared a Com-
munication to be examined at the Joint Council 
meeting of 5 April on the main budget policy 
guidelines it proposes for 1977 and on ways and 
means of improving budget and financial control 
procedures. This Communication was transmit-
ted to the Member States on 10 March. 
ECSC loans 
2470. In March the Commission carried out the 
following loan operations: 
(a) A FF 250 million bond issue offered to the 
public by a syndicate of French banks at par. The 
loan is for eighteen years and carries an interest 
rate of 10.20%. Quotation on the Paris stock ex-
change has been applied for. 
(b) A $ (Canadian) 50 million bond issue offer-
ed at 100~ %. The loan, which has been under-
written by an international syndicate of banks, is 
for seven years and carries an interest rate of 
9 %. Quotation on the Luxembourg stock ex-
change has been applied for .. 
(c) A Fl. 14 million private placement for 
twenty years at 8. 75 %. 
These issues bring the total of loans contracted 
by the ECSC as at 31 March to the equivalent of 
3 307 million European units of account. 
I Bull. EC 11-1975, point 1104. 
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5. Institutional 
questions 
European policy 
Political cooperation 
2501. The Political Committee met in Luxem-
bourg on 18 and 19 March to discuss a number 
of points relating to the Euro-Arab Dialogue, in-
cluding problems in Africa and matters connect-
ed with the CSCE, the United Nations and 
Cyprus. 
Euro-Arab Dialogue 
2502. At a meeting in Cairo on 10 and 
11 March between the Heads of the European 
and Arab Delegations, the two sides reached 
agreement on the date and agenda of the first 
meeting of the General Commission of the Euro-
Arab Dialogue. The ambassadorial meeting of the 
General Commission is scheduled for 18 to 
20 May 1976 in Luxembourg. 
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Grants for research on European integration 1976-77 
The Commission of the European Communities will award 15 research grants, each of a maximum of 
Sfrs 150 000, during autumn 1976 for research projects dealing with the recent evolution and future dev-
elopment-political, economic, social and legal-of the European Community. Priority will be given to research 
projects on 
The European Parliament and direct elections 
REGULATIONS 
The research grants of the Commission of the European Communities are intended for young postgraduate 
researchers and for lecturers and university teachers at the beginning of their career, who are undertaking 
individual or team research on European integration, within a research institute or faculty. 
The application should include: 
- a 5 to 10 page typed presentation of the research project; 
- an estimate of expenses; 
- a completed application form; I 
- a curriculum vitae; 
- attestations of university degrees and diplomas; 
- a letter of recommendation from an academic authority. 
These papers are not returned to applicants. 
Grants are not renewable. 
The maximum grant awarded is Bfrs 150 000. 
It is paid in three parts: 
- half upon commencement of study; 
- a further quarter midway through the period covered by the grant, and upon presentation of two copies 
of a detailed progress report; 
- the final quarter upon reception of the typed manuscript referred to below. 
Recipients of grants who do not complete their research are required to refund the balance of the grant. 
Employees of the institutions of the European Communities and their spouses and children may not apply. 
The study must be written in one of the olftcial languages· of the European Communities. 
Two copies of the final typewritten text must be submitted before 31 October 1977. 
The C9mmission of the European Communities may also contribute to the publication cost6 of the study, 
· up to an amount not exceeditlg · Bfrs 30 000. · · 
Decisions to award grants will be taken by 31 October 1976 at the latest. 
Applications must be submitted before 30 June 1976 to: 
Commission of the European Communities 
Directorate-General for Information 
Rue de la Loi 200, 
1049 Brussels, Belgium. Tel. 735 00 40-735 80 40 
* 
1 Application fonns may be obtained from the Youth, Schools and Universities Division, Directorate.Qeneral for Information, Commission 
of the European Communities, Berlaymont 2174, Rue de la Lo1, 200, B-1049 Brussels, or from any of the Information Offices of the European 
Communities listed below : 
Anlwa: 13, Bopz Sokak, Kavaldidele, Ankara 
Athelia: 2, VUiilissis SofWI, GR-Athens 134 
Berlin: Kurftllltendamm 102, 0-1000 Berlin 31 
Bonn: ZitelmannstraBe 22, 0-5300 Bonn 
llruuela: Rue de la Loi 244, B-1040 Bruxelles 
Cardiff: 4 Cathedral Road, P.O. Box IS, GB-CaldiiT OFI I WF 
Copenbaeen: Gammel Torv, 4, Postbox 144, 
DK-1004 Kebenhavn-K 
Dublin: 29 Merrion Square, IRL-Dublin 2 
Geneva: 37-39, rue de Vermont, CH-1202 Geneve 
Tbe Haaue: Lanae Voorhout, 29, NL-Den Haaa 
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London : 20 Kensin&ton Palace Gardens, GB-London W8 4QQ 
Luxembouq: Centre e\II'Op6en, KirchberJ, L-Luxembouq 
New Yoric: 277 Park Avenue, USA-New York, N.Y. 10017 
Ottawa: 350 Spark Street, IIth Floor, CN-Ottawa 
Paris: 61, rue des Belles-Feuilles, F-75782 Paris Cedex 16 
Rome: Via Poli, 29, 1-00187 Roma 
Santiaao: Avda Providencia, 1072, RCH-Santiaao 
de Chile 
Tokyo: Kowa 25, 8-7 Sanban.Cho, Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo 
Washington: 2100 M Street N.W. (suite No 707) 
USA-Washington O.C. 20037. 
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De europreiske Frellesskabers publikationer 
Veroffentlichungen der Europaischen Gemeinschaften 
Publications of the European Communities 
Publications des Communautes europeennes 
Pubblicazioni delle Comunita europee 
Publikaties van de Europese Gemeenschappen 
Fortegnelse · Liste · List · Liste · Elenco · Lijst 3-1976 
HENVISNING · HINWEIS · NOTE · AVERTISSEMENT · AVVERTENZA · VOORBERICHT 
Denne oversigt omfatter sAvel officielle som ikke-
officielle publikationer (monografier, serier, tids-
skrifter, oplysningspjecer), der er udkommet i den 
onihandlede periode og offentliggjort af Europa-
Parlamentet, RAdet, Kommissionen, Domstolen, Det 
ekonomiske og sociale Udvalg og Den europmiske 
lnvesteringsbank. Disse publikationer kan fAs ved 
henvendelse til de nedenfor nmvnte adresser. An-
modningerne skal indeholde nejagtig angivelse af 
referencenumre forud for titlerne. 
Dieses Verzeichnis enthalt die im Berichtszeitraum 
erschienenen amtlichen und nichtamtlichen Veroffent-
lichungen (Monographien, Reihen, Zeitschriften und 
lnformationsdienste) des Europiischen Parlaments, 
des Rates, der Kommission, des Gerichtshofes, des 
Wirtschafts- und Sozialausschusses und der Europi-
ischen lnvestitionsbank. Diese Veroffentlichungen sind 
bei den nachstehend aufgeflihrten Stellen erhiltlich. 
Bei Anfragen sind die den Titeln vorangestellten 
Referenzen vollstindig anzugeben. 
This list includes both official and unofficial publications 
(such as monographs, series, periodicals, newsletters) 
which were published in the given period, by the 
European Parliament, the Council, the Commission, the 
Court of Justice, the Economic and Social Committee 
and the European Investment Bank. These publications 
can be obtained from the addresses mentioned here-
inafter. lt is imperative that orders give the complete 
reference which precedes each title. 
Cette liste comprend les publications, officielles ou non 
(monographies, series, periodiques, notes d'informa-
tion), parues durant la periode de reference et publiees 
par le Parlement europeen, le Conseil, la Commission, 
la Cour de justice, le Comite economique et social et la 
Banque europeenne d'investissement. Ces publications 
peuvent ~tre obtenues aux adresses enumerees ci-
dessous. Les demandes doivent mentionner de fa~;on 
complete les references precedant les titres. 
11 presente elenco comprende le pubblicazioni, ufficiali 
o meno (monografie, serie, periodici, note d'infor-
mazione), edite nel periodo di riferimento dal Parlamento 
europeo, il Consiglio, la Commissione, la Corte di giu-
stizia, il Comitate economico e sociale e la Banca 
europea per gli investimenti. Tali pubblicazioni possono 
essere ottenute presso gli indirizzi qui di seguito elen-
cati. Le richieste dovranno comportare i riferimenti 
completi che precedono i titoli. 
Deze lijst omvat de al dan niet officiele publikaties 
(monografieen, series, tijdschriften, nieuwsmedede-
lingen) welke in de loop van het vermelde tijdvak ver-
schenen zijn en door het Europese Parlement, de Raad, 
de Commissie, het Hof van Justitia, het Economisch en 
Sociaal Comite en de Europese lnvesteringsbank 
warden uitgegeven. Deze publikaties zijn bij de hierna 
vermelde adressen verkrijgbaar. De aan de titels 
voorafgaande gegevens dienen bij aanvraag volledig 
te worden opgegeven. 
Publlkatloner tll salg · Zum Verkauf bestlmmte Veroffentllchungen · Publications for sale · Publications en vente · 
Pubbllcazlonlln vendlta · Tegen betallng verkrljgbare publlkatles 
Publikationer med prisangivelse kan f4s ved henvendelse tit salgskontorerne, som anglvet p4 tredje omslagsside i denne 
bulletin · Veroffentlichungen mit Preisangabe sind bel den auf der dritten Umschlagseite des Bulletins aufgefiihrten 
Vertriebsbiiros erhaltlich · Publications with mention of price are obtainable from the Sales offices listed on the inside 
back cover of the Bulletin · Les publications comportant un prix de vente peuvent lJtre obtenues aupres des bureaux de 
vente figurant a la page 3 de couverture du Bulletin · Le pubblicazioni messe in commercia si possono acquistare presso 
gli uffici di vendita indicati alia 38 pagina di copertina del Bollettino · Publikaties met prijsvermelding zijn verkrijgbaar 
bij de Verkoopkantoren, vermeld op blz. 3 van het omslag van het Bulletin. 
Gratis publlkatloner · Kostenlose Veroffentllchungen · Publications free of charge · Publications gratultes · Pubbllca-
zlonl gratulte · Gratis verkrljgbare publlkatles 
Publikationer uden salgspris kan f4s ved henvendelse til de udgivende institutioner · Veroffentlichungen ohne Preis-
angabe konnen bel den Herausgebern angefordert werden · For publications with no sales price requests should be 
addressed to the institutions that published them · Pour les publications qui ne comportent pas de prix de vente, il y a 
lieu de s'adresser aux institutions qui les editent · Le pubblicazionl non disponibili in commercia possono essere 
richieste a/le istituzioni che le pubblicano · Voor publikaties zonder prijsaanduiding zich wenden tot de instellingen 
waardoor ze uitgegeven warden: 
EUROPA-PARLAMENTET • EUROPAISCHES PARLAMENT 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT • PARLEMENT EUROPEEN 
PARLAMENTO EUROPEO · EUROPEES PARLEMENT 
Secretariat general du Parlement europeen 
Direction generale du greffe et des services generaux 
Boite postale 1601, Luxembourg 
Tel. :47711 
RADET FOR DE EUROPAEISKE FAELLESSKABER • RAT DER 
EUROPAISCHEN GEMEINSCHAFTEN • COUNCIL OF THE 
EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES • CONSEIL DES COMMUNAUTES 
EUROPEENNES · CONSIGLIO DELLE COMUNITA EUROPEE 
· RAAD VAN DE EUROPESE GEMEENSCHAPPEN 
Secretariat general du Conseil 
Direction "Information et Documentation .. 
Rue de la Loi 170, 1048 Bruxelles 
Tel. : 736 79 ()() 
KOMMISSIONEN FOR DE EUROPAEISKE FAELLESSKABER · 
KOMMISSION DER EUROPAISCHEN GEMEINSCHAFTEN • 
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two or more languages 
Signes conventlonnels 
Segni convenzionali 
Gebrulkte afkortlngen 
Un seul volume comportant le meme 
texte en deux ou plusieurs langues 
Un solo volume con lo stesso testo in 
due o piu lingue 
Een afzonderlijk deel met dezelfde 
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Videnskab og teknologi · Wissenschaft und 
Technologie Science and Technology 
Science et technologie • Scienza e tecnologia · 
Wetenschap en technologie . 
Undervisning · Bildungswesen · Education · 
Education · Educazione · Opvoeding 
Statistik • Statistiken • Statistics · Statistiques · 
Statistiche · Statistieken . 
Diverse · Verschiedenes • Miscellaneous 
Divers · Vari • Diversen. 
xiii 
xiii 
xiv 
XV 
XV 
xvi 
xvii 
xviii 
V 
Generelt 
Allgemelnes 
General 
G6n6rallt6s 
Generallt6 
Algemeen 
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* 30 jours d' Europe. 
/::,. Paiis (mensuel) (F) Abonnement annuel : 
* Communaute europeenne. /'!formations. 
/::,. Paris (mensuel) (F) Abonnement annuel : 
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MITTEE · COMITE ECONOMIQUE ET SOCIAL • COMITATO 
ECONOMICO E SOCIALE • ECONOMISCH EN SOCIAAL 
CO M IT~ 
CES 196/75 Suppl. 2 (1) 
Udtalelse fra Det (Jkonomiske og sociale Udvalg Det 
europa1iske ;konomiske Fa1llesskab og Det europa1iske 
Atomenergij'a11lesskab (september - oktober - november 
1975). Marts 1976. 
1976. 22 s. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Gratis 
CES 196/75 Suppl. 2 (2) 
Stellungnahmen des Wirtschafts- und Sozialausschusses 
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of the European Economic Community and the European 
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1976.22 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Gratis 
CES 196/75 Suppl. 2 (4) 
Avis rendus par le Comite economique et social de la 
Communaute economique europeenne et de la Communaute 
europeenne de I' energie atomique (septembre - octobre -
novembre 1975). Mars 1976. 
1976.22 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Gratuit 
CES 196/75 Suppl. 2 (5) 
Pareri elaborati dal Comitato economico e sociale della 
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dell' energia atomica. (settembre- ottobre- novembre 1975). 
Marzo 1976. 
1976. 22 p. (DK.D.E.F .I.NL) Gratuito 
CES 196/75 Suppl. 2 (6) 
Door het Economisch en Sociaal Comite van de 
Europese Economische Gemeenschappen en van de Europese 
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• Information 
• lnformationen 
• Information 
• Informations 
• /nformar.ioni 
• Mededelingen 
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Gemelnschaftsrecht 
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Droit communautalre 
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Communautalr recht 
RlDET • RAT • COUNCIL • CONSEIL • CONSIGLIO • RMD 
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lassenen Rechtsvorschriften 
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Ust of Laws and Regulations Adopted in the Member 
States of the Communities in Application of Acts Adopted 
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Repertoire des dispositions /lgislatives et reglementaires 
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application des actes arrites par les Communautes 
Repertorio delle disposir.ioni legislative e regolamentari 
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schappen, in uitvoering van de besluiten der Gemeen-
schappen, vastgestelde wetteljjke en bestuursrechteljjke 
bepalingen. 
(bimensuel) (Mutt.) Diffusion restreinte. 
• Repertoire de dispositions adoptees par le gouvernement 
helllnique 
(trimestriel) (F) Diffusion restreinte 
• Repertoire de dispositions adoptles par le gouvernement 
turc 
(trimestriel) (F) Diffusion restreinte 
• Repertoire de dispositions adoptees par le gouvernement 
du royaume du Maroc 
(trimestriel) (F) Diffusion restreinte 
• Repertoire de dispositions adoptees par le gouvernement 
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(trimestriel) (F) Diffusion restreinte 
KOMMISSIONEN • KOMMISSION • COMMISSION • 
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8747 (1) 
Ftzllesskabsretten. Uddrag af »Niende Almindelige Be-
retning om De europa:iske Fa:lleskabers Virksomhed i 
1975«. (Sa:rtryk). 
(1976). 32 s. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 60,-
8747 (2) 
Das Gemeinschaftsrecht. Auszug aus dem ,Neunten Ge-
samtbericht iiber die Tatigkeit der Gemeinschaften 
1975". (Sonderdruck). 
(1976). 33 S. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 60,-
8747 (3) 
Community Law. Extract from the 'Ninth General Report 
on the Activities of the Communities in 1975' (Offprint). 
(1976). 30 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 60.-
8747(4) 
Le droit communautaire. Extrait du «Neuvieme rapport 
general sur I'activite des Communaures en 1975,. (tire 
a part). 
(1976). 32 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 60,-
8747 (5) 
11 diritto comunitario. Estratto della cNona relazione ge-
nerale sull'attivitA delle ComunitA net 1975. (tiratura a 
parte). 
(1976). 32 p. (DK.D.E.F .I.NL) FB 60,-
8747(6) 
Het communautair recht. Uittreksel uit ,Negende Alge-
meen Verslag over de werkzaamheden van de Gemeen-
schappen in 1975" (Overdruk). 
(1976). 35 blz. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 60,-
OOMSTOLEN • GERICHTSHOF • COURT OF JUSTICE • 
COUR DE JUSTICE • CORTE 01 GIUSTIZIA • HOF VAN JUSTITIE 
6783/7(2) 
Sammlung der Rechtsprechung des Gerichtshofes. 1915-1. 
(1976). S. 985-1337. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Vol. 1975 
Jahresabonnement FB 1350,-
6783/7 (3) 
Reports of Cases before the Court. 1975-7. 
(1976). p. 985-1337. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) 
Annual Subscription 
6783/7(4) 
Recueil de la Jurisprudence de la Cour. 1975-7. 
(1976). p. 987 a 1337. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) 
Abonnement annuel 
6783/7(5) 
Vol.l975 
FB 1350.-
Vol.1975 
FB 1350,-
Raccolta della Giurisprudenza della Corte. 1915-1. 
(1976). p. 985-1337. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Vol. 1975 
Abbonamento annuale FB 1350,-
6783/7(6) 
Jurisprudentie van het Hofvan Justitie. 1915-1. 
(1976) 985-1337 blz. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) 
Jaarabonnement 
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Vol.1975 
FB 1350,-
Reports of Cases before the Court. 1970. Parts I and 11 
(1976) 1-1285 p. (DK.E) FB 1350,-
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ext6rleur 
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KOMMISSIONEN • KOMMISSION • COMMISSION • 
COMMISSION • COMMISSIONE • COMMISSIE 
8271 (2) 
Erliiuterungen zum Zolltarif der Europiiischen Gemein-
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1976.9 p. (D.E.F.I.NL) Gratuit 
* INFI116/76 (5) 
La Comunittl europea e gli Stati Uniti: recenti tendenze 
degli scambi. 
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1976. 261 p. (E) FB 200.-
* CE/GATI(3) 
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European Investment Bank operations under the Lome 
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Tutela dei lavoratori ne/le imprese multinazionali. 
Documentazione europea. Serie sindacale e operaia. 
N. 76/l. 
1976. 27 p. (D.E.F.I.NL) FB 20,-
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(DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 70,-
• F agforeningsiflformation 
(to gange om mbeden) 
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8701 (3) 
A study of the evolution of concentration in the United 
Kingdom textile industry. October 1975 
(1976). 226 p. (E) FB 280.-
8705 (4) 
L'evolution de la concentration dans l'industrie de la 
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Rapporto finale. 
Racco/ta ricerche •Acciaio».l975. EUR5299. 
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ZusatZProtokoll zum Protokoll vom 13. April 1962 iiber 
die Griindung Europiiischer Schulen. Protoko/1 iiber die 
vorliiufige Anwendung des ZusatZProtokolls zum Protokoll 
vom 13. April 1962 iiber die Griindung Europiiischer Schu-
len. 
1976. 17 S. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Beschriinkt verftigbar 
Ec. Eur./Prot. ad./1976 (3) 
Supplementary Protocol to the Protocol of 13 April 1962 
on the Setting-up of European Schools. Protocol on the 
Provisional Application of the Supplementary Protocol 
to the Protocol of 13 April 1962 on the Setting-up of Euro-
pean Schools. 
1976. 17 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Limited distribution 
Ec. Eur./Prot. ad./1976 (4) 
Protocole additionnel au protocole du 13 avril 1962 con-
cernant la creation d'ecoles europeennes. Protocole con-
cernant I' application proviso ire du protocole additionnel 
au protocole du 13 avril1962 concernant la creation d'ecoles 
europeennes. 
1976. 17 p. (DK.D.E.F.l.NL) Diffusion restreinte 
Ec. Euro./Prot. ad./1976 (5) 
Protocollo addizionale del protocollo del 13 aprile 1962 
concernente la creazione di scuole europee. Protocollo 
relativo all'applicazione provvisoria del protocollo addi-
zionale del protocollo del 13 aprile 1962 concernente la 
creazione di scuole europee. 
1976. 17 p. (DK.D.E.F.l.NL) Diffusione limitata 
Ec. Eur./Prot. ad./1976 (6) 
Aanvullend protocol bij het protocol van 13 april 1962 
nopens de oprichting van Europese scholen. Protocol 
betreffende de voorlopige toepassing van het aanvullend 
protocol bij het protocol van 13 april/962 nopens de oprich-
ting van de Europese scholen. 
1976. 17 blz. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Beperkte verspreiding 
Statlstlk 
Statlstlken 
Statistics 
Statlstlques 
Statlstlche 
Statlstleken 
KOMMISSIONEN • KOMMISSION • COMMISSION • 
COMMISSION • COMMISSIONE • COMMISSIE 
* A/men statistik. MAnedsbulletin 
Allgemeine Statistik. Monatsbulletin 
General Statistics. Monthly Bulletin 
Statistiques generales. Bulletin mensuel 
Statistiche generali. Bollettino mensile 
Algemene statistiek. Maandbulletin 
(minedlig · monatlich • monthly · mensuel · mensile · 
maandelijks) (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 1250,-
* Udenrigshandel. MAnedsstatistik 
AujJenhandel. Monatsstatistik 
Foreign Trade. Monthly Statistics 
Commerce extlrieur. Statistique mensuelle 
Commercio estero. Statistica mensile 
Buitenlandse handel. Maandstatistiek 
(mAnedlig · monatlich · monthly · mensuel · mensile · 
maandelijks) (D/F) 
Abonnement annuel FB I 350,-
* Jern og stal. Kvartalsudgave 
Eisen und Stahl. Vierteljihrliche Ausgabe 
Iron and Steel. Quarterly 
Sidlrurgie. Publication bimestrielle 
Siderurgia. Pubblicazione trimestrale 
l)zer en staal. Driemaandelijkse uitgave 
(kvartalsvis · vierteljihrlich · quarterly · trimestriel · tri-
mestrale · driemaandelijks) (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB I 500,-
* lndustristatistik. Kvartalsudgave 
lndustriestatistik. Vierteljiihrliche Ausgabe 
Industrial Statistics. Quarterly 
Statistiques industrielles. Publication trimestrielle 
Statistiche dell' industria. Pubblicazione trimestrale 
lndustriestatistiek. Driemaandelijkse uitgave 
(kvartalsvis · vierteljihrlich · quarterly · trimestriel · tri-
mestrale · driemaandelijks) (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 600,-
* Energistatistik. Kvartalsbulletin 
Energiestatistik. Vierteljihrliches Bulletin 
Energy Statistics. Quarterly Bulletin 
Statistiques de l'lnergie. Bulletin trimestriel 
Statistiche dell' energia. Bollettino trimestrale 
Energiestatistiek. Driemandelijks bulletin 
(kvartalsvis · vierteljihrlich · quarterly · trimestriel · tri-
mestrale · driemaandelijks) (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 900,-
* Vegetabilske produkter 
Pjlanr.liche Produkte 
Crop production 
Produits vlgltaux 
Prodotti vegetali 
Plantaardige produkten 
(uregelmzssig · unregelmii8ig · irregular · irregulier · ir-
regolare · onregelmatig)(DK/D/EIF/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 1700,-
* K;dproduktionen. Manedsbulletin 
Fleischerzeugung. Monatsbulletin 
Production of meat. Monthly Bulletin 
Production de viande. Bulletin mensuel 
Produzione di carne. Bollettino mensile 
Vleesproduktie. Maandbulletin 
(manedlig · monatlicb · monthly • mensuel • mensile · 
maandelijks) (D/E/F/1) 
Abonnement annuel FB 2000,-
* Produktionen af mt~lk og mejeriprodukter. MAneds-
bulletin 
Milcherr.eugung und Milcherr.eugnisse. Monatsbulletin 
Production of milk and milk products. Monthly Bulletin 
Production de la it et de produits laitiers. Bulletin mensuel 
Produzione di latte e di prodotti lattiDo-cesearl. Bollettino 
mensile 
Melkproduktie en melkprodukten. Maandbulletin 
(mindelig · monatlich · monthly · mensuel mensile • 
maandelijks) (D/E/F/1) 
Abonnement annuel FB 1400,-
* Produktionen af ruget~g og daggamle kyllinger. MAneds-
bulletin 
Erzeugung von Bruteiern und Kiicken. Monatsbulletin 
Production of eggs for incubation and chicks. Monthly 
Bulletin 
Production d' CEI4!s a couver et de poussins. Bulletin mensuel 
Produzione d'uova da cova e di pulcini. Bollettino mensile 
Produktie van broedeieren en kuikens. Maandbulletin 
(m8ndelig · monatlicb · monthly • mensuel • mensile 
maandelijks) (D/F) 
Abonnement annuel FB 1400,-
* Handelsstr(Jmme. Folkerepublikken Kinas Udenrigs-
handel1969-1974. 
Handelsstrome. Au./knhandel der Volksrepublik China 
1969-1974. 
Trade flows. Foreign Trade of the People's Republic of 
China 1969-1974. 
Echanges commerciaux. Commerce extlrieur de la Rlpu-
blique Populaire de Chine 1969-1974. 
Scambi commerciali. Commercio estero del/a Repubblica 
Popolaredi China 1969-1974. 
xvii 
Handelsverkeer. Buitenlandse Handel van de Volksrepubliek 
China 1969-1974. 
(6 hrefter pr. ar · 6 Hefte jiihrlich · 6 issues yearly · 6 
numeros par an · 6 fascicoli all'anno · 6 nummers per jaar) 
(DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 1500,-
Diverse 
Verschledenes 
Miscellaneous 
Divers 
Varl 
Dlversen 
KOMMISSIONEN • KOMMISSION • COMMISSION 
COMMISSION • COMMISSIONE • COMMISSIE 
• Oplysningsblad om dokumentation 
Dokumentationsbulletin 
Bulletin on Documentation 
Bulletin de renseignement documentaire 
Bollettino di i'lformazione documentaria 
Documentatiebulletin 
(ugentlig · w&:hentlich · weekly · hebdomadaire · setti-
manale · wekelijks) (Mult.) Gratuit 
• Till«g · Sonderbeilage · Supplement · Supplement · 
Supplemento · Supplement · A : Publications et articles 
stHectionnes 
(to gange om mAneden · zweimal im Monat · fortnightly · bi-
mensuel · bimensile · halfmaandelijks) Gratuit 
xviii 
• Till«g • Sonderbeilage · Supplement · Supplement · 
Supplemento · Supplement · B: Bibliographies 
(uregelmressig · unregelmiiSig · irregular · irregulier · ir-
regolare · onregelmatig) Gratuit 
• Till«g · Sonderbeilage · Supplement · Supplement · 
Supplemento · Supplement · C: Cumulatif par matieres 
(uregelmressig · unregelmiiSig · irregular · irregulier · ir-
regolare · onregelmatig) Gratuit 
• Udval~:te artikler. Biblioteket Luxembourg 
Aus~:ewiihlte Zeitschriftenaufsiitze. Bibliothek Luxemburg 
Selected articles. Library Luxembourg 
Articles selectionnes. Bibliotheque Luxembourg 
Articoli selezionati. Biblioteca Lussemburgo. 
(Mult.) Gratuit 
• Fortegnelse over nyerhvervelser. Bibliotek 
Verzeichnis der Neuerwerbungen. Bibliothek 
Ust of Additions. Library 
Bulletin des acquisitions. Bibliotheque 
Bollettino delle acquisizioni. Biblioteca 
Lijst van aanwinsten. Bibliotheek 
(mAnedlig · monatlich · monthly · mensuel 
maandelijks) (Mult.) 
• Dokumente und Publikationen. 
Europiische Gemeins~.:haften. 
!J. Bonn (zweimal im Monat) (D) 
• ef-dokumentation. 
!J. Kf/lbenhavn (to gange om mAneden) (DK) 
• ef-kalender. 
!J. K;benhavn (ugentlig) (OK) 
• ef-guide. 
!J. K~benhavn (uregelmressig) (OK) 
mensile · 
Gratuit 
Gratis 
Gratis 
Gratis 
Gratis 
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